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Beilin 
in Tunis, 
to meet 
* Arafat 

Combined agency dispatches 


TUNIS — Israel’s Deputy 
Foreign Minister Yossi Beilin 
arrived here Monday for multi- 
lateral Middle East peace talks 
and a meeting with Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat 

Mr. Beilin, the first Israeli 
minister to officially visit 
Tunis, was expected to meet 
Mr. Arafat on Tuesday on the 
sidelines of multilateral peace 
talks on refugees. 

The refugee committee, one 
of five multilateral working 
groups, meets from Tuesday to 
Tbursdi 
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lursday. 

Mr. Beftin said before leav- 
ing Israel that be would meet 
Mr. Arafat and Tunisian offi- 
cials. 

Mr. Beflin told Israel Radio 
of his meeting with Mr. Arafat: 

“There are two things I will 
surely tell him. One thing is 
terrorism — it is vastly impor- 
tant that the PLO make a 
serious effort not just to pre- 
vent PLO terrorism but to in- 
fluence other Palestinian fac- 
tions to stop terrorism. 

“We know it is hard, we 
know he doesn’t control all of 
them, but this is surely an issue 
we most raise.” 

Mr. Beilin said the second 
issue was the importance ~ of 
sticking to the .timetable o£tbe: 
peace deal between Israel and 
the PLO. 

“I think the timetable is real- 
ly important,”. be said. “Time 
is pressing. Time works against 
everyone who wants peace in 
the Middle East." 

Mr. Beflin said he was going 
to meet Mr. Arafat at the end 
of the Palestine Central Coun- 
cil (PCC) meeting on approval 
of the dmd. 

Mr. Beilin said Sunday 
Israel is ready too negotiate 
with the PLO the reunification 
of Palestinian families divided 
by the occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Israel was “ready to negoti- 
ate the question of reunifica- 
tion of Palestinian families," 
he said. 

The problem applies mainly 
to families who have been split 
by the Israeli occupation: 
Many families have been torn- 
in half, with one spouse livinf 


in the occupied territories 
the other living, in an Arab 
country and unable to get a 
residence permit. 

Israel will “make clarifica- 
tions on this issue which we 
have never given, and I expect 
this will contribute in part to 
reducing tension among 
Palestinians,” said Mr. Beilin. 

“It is still too early to talk 
about numbers,” he said. “We 
will negotiate procedures in 
Tunis which win allow us to 
negotiate bn the questions of 
refugees, improvements in 
their standards of living, and 
reunifying families.” 

He rejected once again the 
right of return of all refugees 
from the occupied territories. 

Mr. Beilin's meeting with 
Mr. Arafat follows Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s talks 
with the PLO chairman in 
Cairo last Wednesday. 

He told a. news conference 

that Israeli-PLO autonomy 
talks beginning in Egypt on 
Wednesday should be wrapped 
up within two months. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Mahmoud Abbas and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, the men who 
signed the historic peace deal 
in Washington, will lead their 
delegations in Cairo. 

Mr. Abbas (Abu Mazen) 
was a key player behind the 
peace agreement which is 
fiercely opposed by Palestinian 
hardliners. 

He win head the Palestinian 
team at the first meeting of the 
PLO-Israe! liaison committee 
overseeing implementation, . 
said Saeed Kama!, the FLD's 
ambassador in Cairo. 

Mr. Kamal met Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa on 
Monday and handed over, a 

(Continued on page 10) 



A Palestinian salesman waits Monday for the big 
business boom expected to come in Jericho at the 
end of this year when PLO Chairman Yi 


Arafat is expected to arrive. While waiting, 
posters of Mr. Arafat and other Palestinian 
leaders are to be found at most places (AFP 
photo) 


Clashes in Gaza after 
Israeli truck kills 3 


Combined agency dispatches 

GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip — Clashes erupted on the 
Gaza Strip on Monday after an 
Israeli truck crashed into a bus 
killing three Palestinian work- 
ers and injuring 45 other peo- 
ple, witnesses and police said. 

Troops, opeued fire and. 
wounded two Palestinian Boys 
aged 13 and 15 in Shatti re- 
fugee camp on the edge of 
Gaza City where shops dosed 
down as news of. the ecash 
broke. 

Youths in the camp began 
throwing stones at soldiers and 
setting tyres ablaze as rumours 
spread that the crash near the 
Israeli industrial town of 
Ashkelon, north of Gaza, had 
been deliberate. 

Twelve of the bus passengers 
were seriously hurt, as was the 
truck driver, an Israeli Arab, 
police said. They were all in 
Israeli hospitals. 

Police sealed off the main 
road outside Ashkelon foT 
three bouis following the acci- 
dent. 

The intifada began on Dec. 
9, 1987. two days after a road 
accident left four Palestinians 
dead. 

Israel will face further' 
attacks in a bid to scupper 
peace, Foreign Minister Shi-, 
mon Peres warned Monday, 
but he pointed out that Palesti- 
nians were also committed to 


fighting extremism now. 

"It is almost certain there 
will be other murderous acts of 
terrorism to try to torpedo 
peace,” he told parliament at 
the opening of the winter ses- 
sion. 

"That’s why Israel is keeping 
the right to maintain security 
"even during’ the' iotetiaT 
period" of Palestinian auton- 
omy which will be launched in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
from Wednesday. 

“The enemies of peace wish 
to bring down the agreement, 
because their existence de- 
pends on a continued, state of 
war," said Mr. Peres after 
Palestinians opposed to the 
autonomy deal killed two 
Israeli hikers on Saturday. 

He confirmed be will lead 
the Israeli delegation to the 
coordinating committee which 
meets with the PLO in Cairo 
on Wednesday to oversee im- 
plementation of the peace 
agreement. 

• “The will to achieve peace 
has created a coalition of in- 
terests which until now was 
only a dream. A situation has 
been created in which Palesti- 
nians and not only Israelis will 
also fight terrorism,” he said. 1 

A senior Palestinian leader, 
after meeting Israel’s police 
minister, said Monday that he 
expected Israel to ease six- 
month-old limits on Palestinian 


access to occupied Jerusalem. 

“I imagine we’ll reach agree- 
ment on bow people can reach 
Jerusalem and also without 
making security problems for 
Israel," Faisal A1 Husseini told 
Israel Radio after meeting 
Police Minister Moshe Shaba! 
Sunday night. 

Palestinian 'access to . the 
Holy City has been sharply 
limited since Israel sealed off 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in March to curb 
attacks on Israelis. 

Mr. Shahal said before 
meeting Mr. Husseini that 
Israel might ease the restric- 
tions so long as there was no 
harm to the security of Israelis. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin last week appointed Mr. 
Shahal and Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
appointed Mr. Husseini to dis- 
cuss Jerusalem. 

Mr. Peres said on Sunday 
Israel will never agree to “redi- 
vide” Jerusalem. 

“We made it dear (to the 
Palestinians) from the very be- 
ginning that Jerusalem is not 
again on the agenda, that we 
snail not and we cannot and we 
will not agree to redivide Jeru- 
salem,” he said. 

Mr. Peres, speaking to a 
Jewish women’s group from 

(Continued on page 10) 


Yeltsin begins visit to Japan 
on sour note over islands 


Combined agency dispatches 
TOKYO — Russian president 
Boris Yeltsin, seeking to leave 
his domestic woes behind, ar- 
rived in Tokyo Monday only to 
find more problems awaiting 
him as Japanese anger douded 
the start of his first state vist 
here. 

The mood had soured even 
before Mr. Yeltsin’s plane had 
left the Moscow tarmac, after 
he made controversial remarks, 
in a departure statement. 

The brawny Russian presi- 
dent said he hoped his hosts 
would not "ruin the trip and 
once again halt economic . 
cooperation” because of a near 
50-year-old territorial dispute. 

The remarks dearly angered 
the Japanese government, 
which threw its support behind 
Mr. Yeltsin in the battle 
against foes m Moscow that 
ended last week with the loss, 
of more than 100 lives in the 
storming of parliament. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s outspoken 
comments, broadcast on radio 
and television news bulletins 
here, drew a swift and unchar- 
acteristically blunt response. 

A senior Foreign Ministry 
official, who asked not to be 
named, said: “these remarks 
ignore mutual understandings 
that territorial issues should be 
debated. It is impolite.” 

A Foreign Ministry source 
asked that if Mr. Yeltsin fdt 


that way over a key dispute, 
“what is the purpose of his visit 
here?” 

The strong language re- 
flected the depth of popular, 
feeling in Japan over the loss of 
four islands of the Kuril chain 
to the Soviet Union at the end 
of World War H 

On arrival, Mr. Yeltsin told 
journalists he hoped for a 
“fruitful” visit but avoided 
commenting on his earlier re- 
marks. 

"I hope that this time we will 
map out a strategy for coopera- 
tion between Japan and Russia 
which unfortunately could 
have been bitter in the last few 
years,” he said. 

He stressed the importance 
of economic ties and said 17 
agreements would be signed 
during the visit, showing the 
"large” spectrum of coopera- 
tion. 

Bnt given hU departure 
statement, Mr. Yeltsin dearly 
fears that Japan will once more 
raise the issue of the sovereign- 
ty of the islands. Japan has 
been withholding major aid to 
the former Soviet Union until 
the two countries resolve the 
dispute, which has prevented 
the signing of a peace treaty. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Moradro Hosokawa has said 
he does not wish to press Mr. 
Yeltsin too hard over the dis- 
pute, because of his -domestic 


problems. Hardliners at home 
are strongly opposed to any 
appeasement of Japan's ter- 
ritorial demands. 

The Russian president’s- 
comments cast a premature 
shadow over two rounds of 
talks he is to have here with 
Mr. Hosokawa on Tuesday 
and Wednesday before return- 
ing later the same day to Mos- 
cow, after a shortened visit of 
only 36 hours. 

As he left Moscow for 
Tokyo, he said his foes were 
locked up securely in a 
“mighty fortress” and he 
feared no new mutiny in his 
absence. . 

“Beyond any doubt, the 
situation is under control,” he 
told journalists at a Moscow 
airport before leaving for 
Japan. 

“I leave, true enough for a 
short time, only a day and a 
half, but I have no hesitations. 

"Those who... kicked up the 
storm are now locked up m a 
mighty fortress from which no-, 
one has escaped,” he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin, looking calm 
and relaxed, left a capital still 
in the grips of a state of 
emergency. But most of his 
militant enemies are now in 
Moscow's Lefortovo prison or 
effectively barred from media 
closely monitored by the presi- 
dent. 


Pope, Prince Hassan discuss 
peace process, Jerusalem 

Hurd backs call for support of Jordan’s economy 


ROME (Petra) — Pope John 
Paul II received at the Vatican 
Monday 'His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and dis- 
cussed the latest developments 
in the Middle East peace pro- 
cess and issues related to Jeru- 
salem. 

The Pope expressed support 
for Jordan’s efforts to find 
solutions to the region’s prob- 
lems and to achieve stability. 

The Crown Prince raised the 
issue of a recent Israeli court 
ruling concerning A1 Haram Ai 
Sharif in Jerusalem and briefed 
the Pope on Jordan's en- 
deavours to safeguard the holy 
character of the city, noting 
that the Holy City is of particu- 
lar importance to the whole 
world and to all faiths. 

The Pope reasserted the 
Vatican’s stand vis-a-vis the 
dty of Jerusalem ami the Holy 
Land, and voiced the Holy 
See’s appreciation of His 
Majesty King Hussein's efforts 
to restore the holy sites and 
preserve the character of the 
Holy City. 

The Pope and the Crown 
Prince discussed the role which 
the Vatican could play towards 
promoting peace and security 
in the region. 

Prince Hassan said a com-. 


prehensive peace should take 
into consideration humanita- 
rian issues, the development of 
resources and the settlement df 
refugee issues, water resources 
and unemployment. 

He said that Jordan had set 
an example of political plural- 
ism and respect for human 
rights without discrimination. 

The Crown Prince discussed 
with the Pope freedom of reli- 
gion and cultures and means of 
protecting the rights of Muslim 
minorities. He praised the 
Pope's support for the cause of 


Muslims in Bosnia. 

Following the meeting, the 
Pope said the discussions were 
fruitful and described the 
Prince's visit as cfaerisbable. 

The Prince made a stop in 
Rome following visits to the 
United States, and Britain. 

In London, Prince Hassan 
met on Monday with British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd and discussed the Middle 
East peace . process and 
Jordanian-Britisfa relations. 

(Continued on page 10) 



Pope John Paul and His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan at 
the Vatican Monday 


Western powers press U.N. 
for vote on Libya sanctions 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Britain, France and the 
United States are pressing the 
Security Council to stiffen eco- 
nomic sanctions against Libya 
following Tripoli’s latest refus- 
al to deliver two suspects in the 
1989 Lockerbie jetliner explo- 
sion, diplomats said Monday. 

Paris, London and Washing- 
ton will seek to freeze Libyan 
financial assets abroad and 
place an embargo on oil equip- 
ment to deprive Libya of 
pumps, pipehne materials and 
spare parts for refineries, in 
addition to the military and air 
embargo imposed in April 
1992. 

Western diplomats said Chi- 
na, one of the five permanent 
Security Council members with' 
veto power, was not expected 
to exercise its veto and that it 
was virtually certain that the 
necessary nine votes could be 
obtained. 

A vote was expected late this 
week or early next week. 

Meetings last week between 
Libyan Foreign Minister Omar 
Al Muntasser and U.N. Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali 


failed to produce an agreement 
on turning over the two sus- 
pects accused of blowing up a 
Pan Am airliner over Locker- 
bie, Scotland, in 1988, killing 
270 people. 

France is also seeking to 
question at least two Libyans 
in connection with the blowing 
up of a French UTA airliner 
over Niger in 1989 in which 170 
people died. 

In Tripoli, defence lawyers 
for the two Libyans said the 
men would be unable to re- 
ceive a fair trial in Britain or 
the United States. 

After a two-day meeting in 
Tripoli* which the suspects on 
occasion attended, the lawyers’ 
rejected as "unacceptable” a 
Libyan government statement 
earlier this month encouraging 
the men to stand trial in Scot- 
land if they wished. 

The defence team is beaded 
by Libyan lawyer Ibrahim Leg- 
well, and includes 12 other 
lawyers from the United 
States, Britain, Germany, 
Switzerland and Malta, as well 
as a number of legal advisers. 

It said it planned to contact 


American and British diploma- 
tic staff soon to discuss “up- 
coming developments.” 

In an effort to avert further 
sanctions, the Libyan govern- 
ment said last month mat the 
two suspects, Abdel Basset Al 
Megrahi and Al Amin Khalifa 
Fhimah, could be tried in Scot- 
land if they agreed. 

Libya meanwhile appealed 
Monday to Dr. Ghali to sug- 
gest a solution. 

"The role of Boutros Ghali 
as U.N. secretary-general is to 
suggest a solution which will be 
debated and implemented by 
countries... and not to limit his 
role to transmitting to us only 
what the U:S. or Britain are 
saying,” the official Libyan 
news agency JANA said. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd has refused to 
meet with lawyers for the Li- 
byans, the Foreign Office said. 

A spokesman said Mr. Leg- 
well, the Libyan lawyer, had 
requested a meeting with Mr. 
Hurd. 

“A meeting is unlikely,” 
said the spokesman! 


Oakley pursues Somalia mission 


Combined agency dispatches 

MOGADISHU — U.S. spe- 
cial envoy to Somalia Robot 
Oakley met a representative of 
the dan of Mogadishu warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed 
Monday as he pursued efforts 
to readi a peace settlement 
with General Aideed’s faction. 

Mr. Oakley had talks with 
Ahmad Rage of Gen. Aideed’s 
Habr Gedir clan, sources dose 
to the negotiators said. 

They could not say when the 
U.S. envoy would meet an 
official of Gen. Aideed's 
Somali National Alliance 
(SNA) who could speak for the 
faction leader. 

Washington has ruled out 
direct talks with the fugitive . 
Somali chief, wanted for 
attacks on U.N. peacekeeping 
troops, but U-$- President Bill 
Clinton sent Mr. Oakley back 
to Somalia last week to help 
seek a political solution after 
weeks of escalating warfare. 


On Monday, the former 
U.S. ambassador to Somalia' 
met Mario Sdaloja, the cur- 
rent ambassador from Italy, 
which had strongly criticised 
the tough military line taken 
gainst Gen* Aideed by the 
Fnited States and U.N. 
troops. 

Mediators from Ethiopia 


and Eritrea also pursued talks 
with representatives of the 
SNA, the United States and 
the U.N. Operation in Somalia 
(UNOSOM II). informed 
sources said. But they would 
give no details. 

“We have nothing to say to 
the press at this time," spokes- 
men for the U.N. embassy 
have said since Sunday. 

U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali plans to meet 
next week in Ethiopia with 
African and Arab leaders on a 
plan to keep Somalia from 
slipping back into anarchy af- 
ter the withdrawal of U.S. 
troops, announced by Mr. 
Clinton for next March 31. 

“Unless we act now, the 
gangs will just be waiting to 
start fighting again when we 
have gone,” the U.N. chief 
executive said of rival Somali 
clans whose battles caused 
widespread famine in an inter- 
view with the New York Times 
published Monday. 

Presidents Hosni Mubarak 
Of Egypt and Meles Zenawi of 
Ethiopia and the secretaries 
general of the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) and the 
Org&nisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) were among 
those who will attend the meet- 
ing scheduled for Oct. 20, the 
Times reported. 


But a source close to the 
negotiators here Monday said 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa had been “prema- 
ture” on Sunday in announcing 
that all Somali tactions, includ- 
ing Gen. Aideed’s, would meet 
in Addis Ababa that day. 

Cairo’s Al Akhbar newspap- 
er said the meeting would be 
attended by Mr. Zenawi, Erit- 
rean President Isayas Afewerld 
and President Mubarak. 

Mr. Oakley stopped in 
Ethiopia on his way to Somalia 
on the weekend. 

Diplomats said he was 
asking Mr. Meles to broker a 
ceasefire with Gen. Aideed 
and to organise an investiga- 
tion of the June massacre of 
Pakistani peacekeepers Gen. 
Aideed is accused of ordering. 

Mr. Musa said President 
Mubarak would discuss the cri- 
sis in Somalia with Dr. Ghali 
who was due in Cairo on 
Thursday. 

The Oct. 20 meeting, spon- 
sored by the OAU, is intended 
to breath new life into a peace 
pact and political deal cut 
among rival Somali factions in 
the Ethiopian capital last 
March. 

But the peacekeeping and 
humanitarian activities of UN- 

(Cootmued on page 10) 
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Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 

Sharif 

Zeid 

heading 

back to 

Royal 

Court 

By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Expectations 
grew this week that Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker would soon return 
to active politics by taking his 
old job as chief or the Royal 
Court. 

Although no official con- 
firmation was available until 
yesterday, sources indicated 
that Sharif Zeid would be 
appointed to head the Royal 
Court “rather soon," after an 
absence from active politics of 
nearly five months, when he 
resigned as prime minister in 
May. 

Sharif Zeid’s return to the 
Royal Court will be "especially 
significant” because of what a 
well-informed source de- 
scribed as “the scattering of 
political energy” in the country 
ahead of the national elections 
on Nov. 8. 

Sharif Zeid had occupied the 
job of chief advisor to His 
Majesty the King twice before, 
December 1988, April 89 and 
December 89 to October 91. 

He formed bis first govern- 
ment in April 1989. — after 
Jordan declared its intention to 
move towards a multi-party 
system — and oversaw the first 
fair and free elections in the 
country since late 1956. He 
took over the reigns of the 
executive authority again in 
October 1991 after a con- 
frontation between the govern- 
ment and the Parliament that 
resulted from traditionalists 
and the Muslim Brotherhood 
joining hands to call for the 
resignation of then Prime 
Minister Taher Al Masri. 

Sharif Zeid’s second govern- 
ment was a right-of-centre 
coalition which largely pacified 
the opposition on the left and 
that or the Muslim Brother- 
hood movement which did not 
participate m the government 
but maintained a cordial rela- 
tionship with the prime minis- . 
ter. 

Sharif Zeid resigned his post 
as premier in May of this year 
to pave the way for the present 
government of Dr. Abdul 
Salam Majali — which 
amended the electoral law 
from a bloc voting system to a 
one-person-one-vote formula 
and is now preparing for the 
first multi-party elections in 37 
years. 

“The respect that Sharif 
Zeid had gained as head of the 
coalition government for 
almost two years would be an 
asset at this particular time in 
the country's history," another 
source said. 

"During his tenure as prime 
minister, Sharif Zeid gained 
the respect of the left, right 
and centre to add to his already 
established ties with the va- 
rious groups and mainstream 
Jordanians,” the source, who 
is dose to Sharif Zaid, said. 

It was not immediately dear 
to what position the current 
Royal Coiut chief. Dr. Khaled 
Karalti, will be appointed. 
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Middle East News 


ariri: Israel-Lebanon Egyptian militants step up war 


peace must include Syria 


{JEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Pnme Minister Rafik A1 Hariri 
of Lebanon has been quoted as 
saying Syrian and Lebanese 
interests were so intertwined 
that a peace accord with Israel 
had to involve both countries 
at once. 

Mr. Hariri also told the 
latest edition of Newsweek In- 
ternational that Israel must be 
prepared to pull out complete- 
ly from the Golau Heights in 
order to keep the shaky peace 
process on track. 

“Lebanon will not sign a 
peace treaty with Israel if Syria 
is not involved, and Syria will 
do the same, because our 
national interests are very 
much linked together," Mr. 
Hariri told the magazine. 

Mr. Hariri said President 
Hafez A1 Assad of Syria was 


now "a peace believer,” but he 
stressed Mr. Assad would 


accept nothing less than full 
return of the Golan Heights. 

He told Newsweek that so 
far Palestinians opposed to last 
month's peace deal with Israel 
did not enjoy the backing of 
any regional governments, but 
he warned that any foot-drag- 
ging by Israel could change 
that. 

“If Israel is not serious about 
withdrawing from the Golan 
Heights, things will start de- 
teriorating,” Mr. Hariri said, 
adding that delays in a settle- 
ment with Syria and Lebanon 
would only crystallise opposi- 
tion to peace. 

“(Assad) wants to put the 


Israel, Lebanon and Syria have 
been bogged down since the 
peace process was launched in 
Madrid in October 1991. 

Syria has some 40.000 troops 
stationed in Lebanon, which 
closely follows the Damascus 
line, 

Mr. Bouez said Lebanon 
would “welcome favourably” 
an Israeli withdrawal from 
South Lebanon before any 
Israeli puli back from the 
Golan Heights. 

Lebanon wants Israel uncon- 
ditionally to withdraw from the 
‘"security zone” it holds along 
the southern border. 

Mr. Bonez said that the Amer- 
ican administration believed 
that there had to be progress 
on the Syrian and Lebanese 
fronts for Israel and the PLO 
to finalise their agreement. 

According to political 
sources here, Lebanon re- 


agreement is reached with 
other parties.” 

“It is very hard for me to 
imagine the Palestinians, the 
Lebanese and the Jordanians 
normalising with Israel while 
die Syrian issue is frozen,” he 
added. “So it is inevitable for 
Israel to withdraw.” 

Dr. Baz cautioned that 


Israel had never promised a 
full withdrawal either publicly 


or privately. An Egyptian 
magazine interview with Mr. 
Mubarak last mouth suggested 


jected a U.S. proposal that 
Israel withdraw from South 
Lebanon in a timetable de- 
pending on a complete halt to 
guerrilla attacks, which are led 
by the pro-Iranian Hizbollah. 

Beirut has no control over 
the anti-Israel resistance, 
which is a trump card held by 
Syria. 

A senior Egyptian official 
said Sunday heHbelieved Israel 
and Syria could reach a peace 
agreement by next spring, and 
that Israel accepted this would 
involve a total withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights. 


that Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin had told him Israel 
was ready for a foil withdrawal 
but officials later said this was 
not so. 

Dr. Baz suggested that a 
Syrian -Israeli deal could be 
modelled on Egypt's peace 
treaty with Israel, in which the 
Jewish state witfcdifv from all 
Egyptian territory occupied in 
I9o7 in return for foil norma- 
.lisadon of relations, but he said 
flexibility might be needed on 
the timetable. 


'On the sticking points of 
I withdrawal in exchange for 


Syrian flag in all the Golan 
Heights. All of it and not one 


.Osama A1 Baz, senior poli- 
cal adviser to Egyptian Ptesi- 


Heights. All of it and not one 
kilometre less. 1 think this is 
veiy, very important for him." 
At the same time, Washing- 


ton must step up its own activ- 
ity on behalf of the peace talks, 
Mr. Hariri said, including shut- 
tle diplomacy by U.S. Secret- 
ary of Stare Warren Christ- 


Mr. Hariri said, 
tie diplomacy b 


opher. 

“The Americans have to 
move very quickly to acceler- 
ate the peace process,” he 
said. 

Meanwhile, Lebanese Foreign 
Minister Fans Bouez said 
Israel could reach outline 
peace agreements with Leba- 
non and Syria by the end of the 
year. 

The agreements would be 
framed in “declarations of 


deal adviser to Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, told a 
lunch with Reuter Middle East 
correspondents that Israel 
should not delay progress with 
Syria while it fleshed out the 
peace deal with the Palesti- 
nians. 

“We will have to convince 
Israel of the necessity and advi- 
sability and the lack of risk 
involved here in moving on the 


full withdrawal in exchange for 
foil peace, I believe it can be 
worked out. This might need a 
flexible schedule in terms of 
implementation,” Dr. Baz 
said. 

He said he expected a new 
round of Middle East peace 
talks to be convened in 
Washington in November. The 
Palestinians and Israelis' are 
due to hold additional talks 
beginning on Oct. 13 in Cairo 
ana the Red Sea resort of 
Taba. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Sus- 
pected Muslim militants shot 
and killed a policeman as he 
left his house in southern 
Egypt early on Monday, secur- 
ity sources said. 

They said the men fired a 
pistol at Mohammad Othman 
Hariri, 45, as he left his house 
in the village of Arab Fazara in 
A1 Qusiya town, 300 
kilometres south of Cairo. 

; Several bullets hit his bead 
and he died in hospital, the 
sources added. 

The militant Al Gama a A1 
Islamiyah (Islamic Group) is 
believed to have killed 34 other 
policemen in southern Egypt 
since it began its violent cam- : 
paign in March 1992 to eject 
the Egyptian government and 
replace it with a purist Islamic 
one. 

More than 200 people have 
died and over 500 have been 
wounded in militant-related 
violence in thepast 19 months. 

Al Gamaa Sunday claimed, 
responsibility for an attack the' 
previous day which wounded a 
senior military prosecutor. 

In a statement, it said the 
jattack was in revenge for death 
penalties given out by military 
tribunals to Islamic militants, 
and warned: “All members of 
military tribunals are targets ' 
for the armed wings of 
Gamaa." 

Lieutenant Colonel Taba Al 
Sayed Taha was wounded in 
the abdomen and shoulder 
Saturday when three gunmen 
opened fire on him as he left 
his home in the Cairo residen- 
tial area of Heliopolis. 

, Col. Taha, chief military 

E rosecutor for eastern Cairo, 
as been presiding over one of 


four ongoing trials of the Van- 
guard of the Conquest, an out- 


guard of the Conquest, an out- 
lawed group which, like the 
Gamaa, is accused of trying to 
overrbrow the secular govern- 
ment. . 

The attackers were “car- 
rying out orders given to all the 
armed factions (of the group) 
to avenge themselves on every- 
one who has participated in die 
murder of a Muslim," the 
statement said. 

Since December, 27 people 
have been sentenced to death 
by military tribunals, and 15 
executions have been carried 
out. 

The group also urged sol- 
diers not to participate in milit- 
ary tribunals.' If they did, they 
would be committing “capital 
crimes which can only be 
wiped out by the blood of 
vengeance,” it warned. 

President Hosni Mubarak 
shifted trials of Islamic mili- 
tants to military tribunals from 
the civil justice system last year 
in an attempt to speed up 
convictions. 


Mr. Mubarak, Egypt’s lead- 
er since the 1981 assassination 
of Anwar Sadat, was endorsed 
last Monday as president for 
six more years in a referendum 
in which he was the only candi- 
date. 

Mr. Murad and journalists 
Ali Al Qammash and Sal ah 
Bedeiwi of the Islamist Al 
Shaab newspaper were re- 
leased on Saturday after three 
days of interrogation by police. 

Mr. Murad broke a taboo in 
Egyptian politics when he fo- 
cused on Mr. Mubarak perso- 
nally in an article, demanding 
the president publicly account 
for arms sales he has made. 

..In another article, he urged 
people to boycott the referen- 
dum. He also said Mr. Mubar-i 


ak’s. candidacy- was legall, 
flawed and public corruption 
was widespread. 


“Are we supposed to keep 
onr mouths shut. If it is the 
case, let them abolish the con- 
stitution' and announce a dicta- 


Critks attack Mubarak 


torship,” Mr. Murad said Sun- 
day. 'This we (can) accept, but 


Three critics of President 
Mubarak, interrogated for 
three days on charges of insult- 
ing him, went back on the 
offensive Sunday after their 
release, saying they would not 
be gagged. 

“President Mubarak is not a 
king whose status is untouch- 
able. He is not God," said 
Helmi Murad, vice-president 
of the Socialist Labour Party 
(SLP). “It is not normal to be 
accused of insulting the presi- 
dent every time we demand 
constitutional reforms and 
more democracy.” 


we won’t accept to be cheated 
and exploited t>y telling us we 
are a democratic country.” 

The SLP is the only legal 
party linked to Muslim fun- 
damentalism. 

The Al Shaab journalists 
were questioned about articles 
on agricultural policy, a prison 
riot, corruption and embezzle-, 
meat. 

“We will continue to write 
what we believe in,” Mr. Qam- 
mash said. “We will not re-' 
treat, we will not weaken or 
withdraw. If they are not up to 
the democracy they talk about, 
let them withdraw.” 


Israeli aides a tt acked 


Syrian front simultaneously,” 
Dr. Baz said. 


principles or intentions,” Mr. 
Bouez told Voice of Lebanon 
radio in an interview carried by 
Sunday's newspapers. 

Mr. Bouez, who met Mr. 
Christopher in Washington 
Friday, said State Department 
Middle East peace coordinator 
Dennis Ross would visit the 
region soon to prepare the 
ground for the agreements, 
which would be announced by 
the end of the year. 

Israel and the" Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
signed a declaration of princi- 
ples on limited Palestinian 


autonomy on Sept. 13 and it 
goes into effect on Wednesday. 
Jordan and Israel also signed 


Dr. Baz said. 

“We are op timist ic - One 
would be open not only to 
dream but to anticipate that an 
agreement can be reached be- 
tween the Syrians and the 
Israelis by next spring,” he 
added. 

“I don’t know whether 
March or April. I don’t like to 
read in crystal balls. But if our 
predictions were right in the 
past I would say that this is 
achievable in this short period 
of time,” Dr. Baz said. 

Dr. Baz said he thought ab- 
out two months’ work re- 
mained to be done to complete 
accords between Israel and 
Jordan and Lebanon. 

Asked whether he believed 
Israel accepted that it would 
have to withdraw totally from 
the Golan Heights to achieve 
peace with Syria, Dr. Baz 
said.: 

“Yes, because they know 
this is a condition sine qua non. 
If they don't do it, that means 


a peace agenda last month. 
However, talks between 


they are keeping a state of war 
with a major Arab neighbour 


with a major Arab neighbour 
and that this can result in the 
future in spoiling whatever 


Pro-Iranian guerrillas 
attacked three posts of Israel’s 
militia allies in South Lebanon 
Monday, security sources said. 

Hizbollah guerrillas fired 
machine guns, rocket- 
propelled grenades and mortar 
bombs at two South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) posts in the 
Braachit area on the edge of 
Israel’s unilateral “security 
zone,” they said. 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties. 

Earlier on Monday, Hizbol- 
lah (Party of God) guerrillas 
directed machine gun and mor- 
tar fire at the SLA post on the 
Tohra hills, they said. 

Israeli and SLA gunners hit 
back with artillery and 
machlnegun fire on several 
gnerrilla-held villages north of 
the zone, wounding a 70-year- 
old Lebanese woman, the 
sources said. 

“Israeli planes staged mock 
raids over Iqlim Al Toufah 
ridge, a Hizbollah bastion 
north of die zone. 

Palestinian and pro-Iranian 
Lebanese groups have said 
they will step up attacks on 
Israel to sabotage the Israel- 
PLO agreement. 

The groups launched more 
than 30 attacks against the 
“security zone” and twice tried 
but failed to infiltrate northern 
Israel. 


Jericho land deals soar 


JERICHO (R) — Property 
values have soared 500 per 
cent in this sleepy oasis town 
on news that it will be the first 
seat of Palestinian power in the 
Israeli -occupied West Bank. 

“If someone wants to get 
married he can find five or six 
girls — but not one house,” 
Jericho land dealer Nasser 
Sal ah said. 

Mr. Salah dosed an unpre- 
cedented 20 deals in three 
weeks. His chief customers 
were Palestinians from the 
West Bank and occupied Gaza 
Strip banking on a peace di- 
vidend. 

Under an interim Israeli- 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) deal that takes 
effect on Wednesday, Palesti- 
nian self-rule will be enacted 
first in Jericho and die Gaza 
Strip. Israel must begin pulling 
out troops by December. 

Jericho officials view their 
tourism and farming town of 
17,000 as the seat of Palesti- 
nian power — at least until a 
permanent settlement is due to 
take hold in the occupied lands 
in five years. 

“The rise in prices has been • 
fantastic,” businessman Amin 
Al Rimawi said. “They have 
gone up at a rate of 500 per 
cent or more for buildings and 
businesses in the centre of 
town.” 


Dealers say a quarter of an 
acre in outlying areas has tri- 
pled in value to $21,000. 

Still many prospective 
clients are holding back, wait- 
ing for details of the peace deal 
to be ironed out. Talk of grand 
projects abounds but tittle con- 
struction is seen. 

Two developments could 
change foe face of the town — 
the arrival of PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, other PLO offi- 
cials and their families and the 
possible influx of refugees who 
will need to be resettled. 

Mr. Arafat is due to arrive in 
January, and the PLO is nego- 
' dating the three-year rental of 
the town’s only hotel with Ra- 
jai Abdo, its general manager. 

The organisation hopes to^> 
turn the decaying 63-room 
Huhnm Palace Hotel down- 
town into a renovated head- 
quarters. A Spanish company 
has been contracted for the 
job. 

“Jericho today is different,” 
said Mr. Abdo, who is also a 
Muslim religious leader. “I see 
people with hope, stores full of 
merchandise, real estate sky- 
rocketing. The buyers have 
hope.” 

Mr. Arafat has yet to rent a 
house for himself and his wife, 
but landlords are vying for the 
honour, and five or six villas 
• are rumoured to be under con- 


sideration. 

Mayor Jamil Khalaf dreams 
of resettling hundreds of 
thousands of refugees on emp- 
ty desert land around Jericho. 
“We have lands and we can 
make flats there,” he said. “In 
the outlying areas we can 
accommodate 700,000 
people.” 

Thee peace accord says the 
return of Palestinians displaced 
in die 1967 Arab-Israeli war 
will be negotiated. 

Palestinians estimate their 
number, inducting offspring, at 
800,000 — about 100,000 from 
the Jericho area. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin hasMistnisSCd the * 
figure as “nonsense,” adding: 
“If they expect tens of 
thousands, they live in a 
dream, an illusion." 

It is anyone’s guess whether 
droves of refugees will even 
want to settle in Jericho — 
winch bills itself as the world’s 
oldest town, which is its lowest 
and also one of its hottest. 

Also undear is what role the 
town will play in the final 
settlement for all of the occu- 
pied territories. 

“Now everything is chang- 
ing,” the mayor said. '‘Fami- 
lies will come from outside, but 
nobody knows how many. 
Now it is just people's opin- 
ions.” 


Palestinians lack vital data ahead of autonomy negotiations 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Palestinians go' 
into talks with the Israeli milit- 
ary authorities on Wednesday, 
lacking even the most basic 
data to enable them to plan for 
running their own affairs. 

“We don't even know how 
many people there are in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip, 
because it is the Israelis who 
have the register,” said Has- 
san Abu Libdeh, 39, the depu- 
ty chairman of the technical 
committees charged with set- 
ting up the autonomous admi- 
nistration. 

Mr. Libdeh, a lecturer in 
mathematics and statistics at 
Bir Zeit University, added: 
“The Israelis tell us the hand- 
over of data is negotiable, but 
we are hoping they will hand 


them over unconditionally." 

“For the time being, we are 
making plans on the basis of 
estimates and figures published 
in Israeli or international 
magazines,” he said. 

A spokesman for the Israeli 
military government. Colonel 
Hanan Robin, confirmed Mr. 
Abu Libdeh's statement. “Un- 
til the agreement with the 
PLO. we had no one to talk to 
because the Palestinians re- 
fused to envisage the transfer 
of some responsibilities,” he 
told AFP. 

Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 


goes into effect on Wednesday. 

The agreement requires the 
Israeli military authorities to 
transfer competence for 
health, education, taxation, 
tourism and social services to 
the autonomous Palestinian 
administrations as soon as 
possible. 

Col. Robin said these issues 


“Once a timetable has been 
worked out, we can get down 
to serious discussion on hand- 


ing over responsibilities and we 
will then provide them with all 


along with a timetable for the 
handover would be discussed 


signed an agreement on Sept, 
ljin Washington on autonomy 


1 J in Washington on autonomy 
for the Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank town 
of Jericho. The agreement 


at talks scheduled for Wednes- 
day and Thursday in Taba on 
the Red Sea. 

The Israel-PLO committee 
charged with implementing the 
autonomy agreement would 
also discuss details of Israel's 


military pullout from Gaza and 
from Jencho where the auton- 


from Jencho where the auton- 
omous regime will be set up 
first. 


will then provide them with all 
the information they need,” 
Col. Robin said. 

According to Palestinian 
sources, experts will begin 
meeting representatives of the 
military government in the 
occupied territories this week 
to discuss the technical details 
of the handover. 

Mr. Abu Libdeh said the 
main priority for Palestinians 
was housing. “Our priority is 
bousing, housing, housing 

and employment,” he said. 

“The situation is dreadful. 
There are an average of nine 
people per house in Gaza and. 
7.5 in the West Bank.” 


“We will have to build at 
least 120,000 homes a year in 
order to accommodate people 
displaced by the 1967 war and 
to achieve a maximum of six 
people per house in 2000,” he 
said. 


Development and Reconstruc- 
tion Authorities (PEDRA), 
which is responsible for “nego- 
tiating, planning, coordinating, 


implementing and supervising 
the development of Palestine. 


The Israel-PLO accord 
stipulates that a commission 
will look into the possible re- 
turn of Palestinians who went 
into exile 26 years ago. They 
are believed to number about 
900,000 today. 


Mr. Abu Libdeh said the 
success of the autonomy pro- 
ject depended on rapid provi- 
sion or international financial 
aid. “If this is not forthcoming, 
then we will go under,” fie 
said. 
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Bahrain firm on dispute with Qatar 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain renewed a call on Qatar to submit ?: ^ 

a joint application to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) < i 
for a ruling on a territorial dispute between tbe two Gulf ^ 
states. Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohammad Bin Mubarak Al t 
Khalifa said m remarks published Sunday; “Bahrain s posjtiob 
has not changed. It calls on both states to submit a joint . 
application to the ICJ through a special agreement between t 
them.” He told the Saudi-owned daily Al Hayat: “We hope to i ; 
settle the issue in brotherly ways if possible, or through 
internationally-recognised way.” He added: “Bahrain will not 
accept the ICJ ruling unless the two countries submit a joint 1 
appfoation.” Qatar went alone to the court in July 1 992, 
asking it to decide on its claim to a number of barren but 
potentially oQ and gas-rich Gulf islands, sandbanks and reefs. 

Bahrain controls the territory under a border, demarcation 
decided adieu Britain handled tbe foreign affairs of tbe two 
states in the 1930s. Bahrain has always maintained that the two : 
sides should go together to the Hague. Qatar wants to limit the 
case to its efaim to the islands and reefs. Bahrain wants to 
include fishing and pearling areas and part of tbe Qatar 1 - 

mainland around the northwestern town of Zubara. 


Iranian girl says Prophet’s daughter visits her 


TEHRAN (R) — An Iranian girl who claims the Prophet- 
Mohammad’s daughter has visited her repeatedly was moved 
from her home for fear a rush of visitors would spark violence. 
Tehran’s Jomhuri Islami newspaper said Sunday many people 
had flocked to Jafarabad village in western Iran to see the 


16-year-old girl, who says the Prophet's daughter Zahra visited 
her several times. “Officials acted in time and transferred the 

- . + _ .1 . ..*11 I'tlMUiail A 


girl from the village for further investigations and stopped a 
rush of people and prevented possible disturbances,”, the 
newspaper said. “There seems to be a conspiracy to weaken 
religious beliefs through such absurd claims,” it added. Last 
July an old woman’s claim of having seen the Prophet’s 
grandson in the town of Mobarakeh near Isfahan led to bloody 
clashes with the police who arrested 500 people. The senior 
ayatollah rejected the woman's claim as bassless. 


U.N. gas experts in Iraq need two months 


BAGHDAD (R) — United Nations arms experts, running 
behind schedule, need about two more months to finish the 
destruction of Iraq's stockpiles of poisonous gases, a U.N. 
source said Monday. “It seems they will have to work two 
months more. The main bulk has been done,” said the source, 
who asked not to be named. U.N. inspectors said last July that 
if all went well Iraq’s known arsenal of toxic gases would be 
destroyed by September. About 25 experts of a U.N. chemical 
destruction team supervise the scrapping of Iraq's chemical 
arsenal under the terms that ended foe 1991 Gntf war over 
Kuwait. Tbe source said foe experts were facing unspecified 
problems. “It is so big a project They (foe experts) still need' 
to finish mustard gas,” he said. The chemical weapons stocks 
were concentrated at Muthana, 130 kilometres northwest of 
Baghdad, where a hydrolysis plant to neutralise tbe nerve . 
agents and an incinerator to bum mustard gas were biald. 
U.N. inspectors said last July that they neutralised all Iraq's • 
nerve agents. 


Mubarak to meet Clinton on Oct 25 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak ivto 
meet President Bill Clinton in Washington on Oct. 25, foer 
.official AJ.Ahram daily said Sunday. The talks wUI.fotraijiL 
the Middle East peace process, particularly on IsraeK-Swm 
andTsraeli-Lebanese relations, as-WeU as ways to implqpBul 
an accord signed on Sept. 13 between the Israeli govenuD^fc 
and the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) on lnnifedP 
autonomy in the Gaza Strip anojericho, tbe paper said.- 3 -- 


Norway’s U.N. soldiers in Somalia resign 


OSLO (R) — Most of foe 133 Norwegians serving with the 
U.N. force in Somalia .resigned in an unprecedented protest 
Sunday, saying their pay was too low for an increasingly 
dangerous job. “They say that the money doesn’t compensate 
for foe risks,” said Stig Morten Karlsen, a spokesman for 
Norway's defence command. “This is the first time we've had 
such resignations.” Mr. Karlsen said that at least 117 
Norwegians, most of them volunteer part-time soldiers rang- 
ing in rank from private to major, had resigned. But he added: 
“The- resignations are not as dramatic as they sound.” The 
133-strong company had been due to leave Somalia on Oct. 27 
and their contracts required at least 30 days” notice of 
termination. Believing that about half would want to renew 
their contracts, Norway had planned to send only 60 fresh 
soldiers at the end of the month as part of a normal rotation. 
Mr. Karlsen said none of tbe replacements had shown any sign 
of joining the protest but it would take a month and a half 


more were ready for duty. He said the 117 who were 
resigning bad demanded 8,000 crowns ($118) a month pay to 
compensate for the risks — almost double the current 4,200 


compensate tor foe risks — almost double the current 4.200 
($60) high-risk pay. Mr. Karisen said tbe troops had recently 
re ceived w age rises and extra fringe benefits. 


Norwegian publisher of Rushdie book shot 


OSLO (AFP) — The Norwegian publisher of British author 
bahnan Rushdie’s controversial novel “Satanic Vetscs” was shot 
mid seriously wounded outside his home in Oslo Monday. Mr 
Rmluhe was later described as “devastated” by news of the 


attack. Amanda Hopkmson, a member of the Rushdie support 
committee in London, said the author “realised that the 


Mr. Abu Libdeh- said that 
only about half would want to 
return, but he added: “Their 
return will have to be phased 
or it will be a disaster.” 
Following foe Washington 
agreement, the Palestinians set 
up the Palestinian Emeigency 


Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres 'said at Sunday's 
cabinet meeting that the repre- 
sentatives of countries who 


attended the Washington cere- 
mony had pledged $2:5 billion 
over five . years to pur foe 
Palestinian economy on its 
feet. 
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KhU* — ktm.”The kte Iranian leader Ayatollah 
RuhoIIah Khomeini issued a death sentence against Mr. 
Rushdie m 1989, arguing that his book was blas^anbus. 

P wner “Paging director of Aschehoug 
Foriag publishing bouse, was hit by three bullets Monday, art 
teaaume of which lodged in his bak. He later mderaSt m 
emergency operation in hospital. A hospital spokesman said 
5 condltlon *** “serious, but ... stable” after two 

SH^^y^B re,?OVed fr ° m him ’ aCCOrding to **» "a^nal 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 7731! 1-19 

programme two . 

IfcOO Lc Monde Sous Mann 

Bcanmanoir 

]£0B News in French 

Varieties 

19ga " .I News in Hebrew 

2ffr4l) News in Arabic 

20*30 ! People Next Door 

2]:io The Outsider 

22-00 News > n 

2230 ... Philadelphia Siory 


Anatom Csltnic Church Td. 
771331, 

Aia ahii Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Chan* Tel. 771751. 
A mma n Intrmdkwl Church Td. 

632526. 

Evangelical Lothcno Church Td: 

824328. 

Gcrama-fprulrtug EnopHal 

ConprcgaUM Td. 684195 
The Cbwx* of Jesus OtaM of Latter- 
Dm y Safati Td. 823824. 654932 
Chart* «T Naxanue Td. 675691. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


EMERGENCIES 


PRAYER TUGS 

Dhuhr 

14*39 ‘Asr 

17s 12 Maghreb 

llk29 '•*»« 


CHURCHES 


<u vhn-y of Name i Church SweUVdu 
Td. 810740 

A mriMbi of Cud Church, Tel. 
632785. _ 

SL Joseph Church Td. 624590. 1 
Church of the Arandatfam TcL 
637440. 

Dc b Sulk Chords Tel. 661757 
Terrasaodsi Chords Td: 622366 
Chords of the Anppndudoo Tel. 

SL Chun* TO. 630851. Td. 
628543, 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Unstable weather cowfition* win 
prevail. It will be dusty with deads 
appearing ai differed! altitudes and 
there is a chance of thunderous show- 
ers. Winds will be northeasterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, h w31 be dusty, partly 
dondy with a chance of ibtuiacrous 
showers Winds wiU be northerly mod* 
crate an*' scat calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 16/29 

Aqaba 21/34 

Deserts 14/32 

Jordan VnDcy 20/35 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Hindi 898787 

Dr. RatebZsiouti 88868S 

Dr- Mohammad Al Abbadl ....778959 

Dr. Nidal Al Dahlcti 827195 

Fbafptaannaqr 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Arena pharmacy 637055 

Naboukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salon pharmacy 636730 

Yacoubphannaiy 644945 

Shmctsani pharmacy ....637660 

Nasmith pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 6611 II 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Resale 630341 

CwU Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 1%. 6211 11. 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Hood Bank 775121 


Water Authority 680100 

Iordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Aba Inti. Airport. 08*53200 


Zama National Hospital .. ffl 

Ibn Sina Hospital (0 

AlififaraModOT Hospital 1 


2 s3 * Dbahranj 

•0.45 ...... ......... „ ......... Aqaba | 

OW* — Muscat. Abu Dhabi j 

Wjj Karachi. Dubai ( 

10tM — . Doha. Bahrain I 

If* 35 ...London | 

ftnnkfirt ( 

% 

Chicago. New York, Amsterdam { 
Vienna! 


Other Flights (Tormlnai 2) 

13c 18 Cairo 

I*9| — Vienna 

IMS Dubai 

•M* Bucharest 


HOSPITALS 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Pdicc 896390 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 29.4, Aqaba 33. Humidity read* 
ings; Amman 25 per cent. Aqaba 45 
per cent. 


DttUlH 

Dr. Mazcn Sharalri 248056 

Aiqodsphartnacy {— ) 


ZARQAx 

Dr. Azmi Sabita ........... 

Khafifch pharmacy .... 


544989 

985417 


Prifc Scanty Dcpamneat — 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

price CampMnts 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints........... 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaRs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaB Telephone Repairs 661101 

jradanTclovirioo 773111 

Radio Jordan -774111 


AMMAN: 

.Hussdn Medical Centre 813813/32 

KlmBdi Maternity. J. Amu ... 644281/6 
Akihdi Maternity, J. Aran.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcsani 664171/4 

Shmctsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaS 666127/37 

Al*Ahli.Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrocn ........ 777101/3 

AI-Baridr.J. Ashnfficfa 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Quceu Alia Hospital ....... 686100 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQfe 

Zanp Govt. Hospital ...... (09)983323 


AHfikm Modem Hoqftil (09)990990 

IRUD: 

Princes Bantu Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Cathode Honhal (02)272275 

Dm Al NafeaHospn-.. (02^47100 

AQABA : ' 1 

Princes Haya Hospital -.(03)314111 


Other Rights (Terminal 


HUAZ RAILWAY 

- — 840 bja. every Monday 
Mr. haunt — 5fl0pja. were Monday 
Dg>. Duma a ..... 7:30 bjl every Satunby 
Ait.Absw 5d»|LBL every Samky 


- Cairo (MS) 

16*45 — - Rome (AZ) 

MiU Paris. Beirut (AF) 

IMS Bdrat (ME) 

Budnunsx (RO) 


Uppcrfowcr price la 63s per kg. 


FORTHE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONALAIRPORT 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) night* 
(Terminal 1) 


Tbs informtoan a supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) hdormatkm depart . 
mcni at the Queen ABa Iiuenuntonal 
Airport Td. (08)S320(L5, where ft 
should ahmys « verified 


jumvAis 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) night* 
(Terminal 1) 


**3t Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ 

*7:39 Damascus ( Si 


9fc39 Aqaba ( 

Qfc39 .... Amsterdam, New Yoric | 

** ! ** Vienna | 

11:18 — Montreal, Toronto ( 

Paris, Brussels | 

11:30 ............. Geneva. Madridj 

*2fc2S Frankfurt j 

Caitoj 

London ( 

* * Madrid) 

2fc39 Jeddah I 

jfol* Laranca | 

«aB .......... Abu Dfaabi, Dubai i 

Colombo, Singapore \ 


•SLz==r~. “S 

Banana (Mukammar) “ OQ 

800 / 500 

aa=~ 

- 280/200 

g™. 1000 / 600 

38W2W 

tf™* 1 220/160 

400/300 

2®*®o(*y) 250 / 200 




280 / 200 

S P to * dl — 360/240 





J 

\ 


^HomeNews 



JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1993 


ESCWA technical panel meets 
to draw up new plan of action 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Economic 
and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) 
Monday opened a meeting of 
' its technical committee to 
draw up its 1994-95 plan of 
action with particular locus 
on what its chief described as 
the challenges posed by the 
historic developments in the 
Middle East and the United 
Nations system. 

Addressing the gathering 
of representatives of the 13 
members of ESCWA ana 
affiliates, as well- as obser- 
vers, ESCWA Executive 
Secretary Sabah Bakjaji 
emphasised the need to fol- 
low the new policies drawn 
up in terms of regional eco- 
nomic and social develop- 
ment against the backdrop of 
the end to the cold war and 
set new found active profile 
of the United Nations in 
world affairs. 

Noting that Arab-Israeli 
peacemaking has notched , 
new turning points in the last 
few weeks auguring “well for 
ending the conflict...” the 
ESCWA chief said: 

“It is our hope that the 
ienergies and resources 
formerly used by the parties 
to keep the conflict ablaze* 
.'will now be rechannelled to 
.consolidate the bases for 
peace and security and to 
.-advance sodo-economic de- 
velopment..” 

While ESCWA is not a 
member of the U.N. working 


group for economic develop- 
ment- in the autonomous 
areas envisaged under the 
Sept 13 Israet-PaJestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
agreement, it has identified 
areas where it can contribute 
in this context and forwarded 
them to the U.N. General 
Secretariat, Dr. Bakjaji said. 

He did not elaborate, but 
Thuraiya Obeid, a senior 
ESCWA official, explained 
that ESCWA had identified 
four specific areas where it 
could help develop Palesti- 
nian social and economic de- 
velopment. These include 
energy, employment, infras- 
tructure and health — fields 
where ESCWA could con- 
duct extensive studies and 
come up with feasible recom- 
mendations. 

Ms. Obeid, a Saudi nation- 
al, said it was as yet unclear 
bow ESCWA would actually 
fit into the ground in de- 
veloping the autonomous 
area or where it would get the 
funds to finance its program- 
mes. 

“We have forwarded our 
ideas and proposals to the 
' U.N. secretary-general , ” and 
it was up to turn to decide 
how to proceed further, she 
told the Jordan Times. 

A study prepared by. 
ESCWA on the economic 
and social developments in its 
member countries devotes a 
section to the situation in die 
Israeli-occupied ter ri to ri e s . It 
says: 

“Intensified efforts by the 
Israeli authorities to : 
the intifada have led to : 


er deterioration in the econo- 
mic and social conditions of 
people in the occupied terri- 
tories.” 

In his address. Dr. Bakjaji 
said most ESCWA countries, 
inducting Jordan, had largely 
recovered from the negative 
economic consequences of 
the 1990-91 Gulf crisis and 
had managed to improve 
their performances. 

“However, these countries 
still cany marks of that cri- 
sis... the problem of accom- 
modating returnees, and the 
aggravation of existing prob- 
lems such as unemployment, 
poverty and differences in 
standards,” be told the audi- 
ence. which included Iraqi 
and Kuwaiti representatives. 

The revamped priorities of 
ESCWA, he said, indude 
“participation in the estab- 
lishment of more stable world 
order, extending help to the 
poor and to other disadvan- 
taged social groups, protect- 
ing the rights of the minor- 
ities, assisting countries torn 
by crises to recover and to 
regain their sovereignty...” 

Mr. Bakjaji, a Syrian 
national who took over as 
ESCWA chief last year, re- 
viewed the technical and 
administrative affair s of the 
U.N. agency and called for 
increased participation by its 
member states as well as 
financial contributions from 
some members “which are 
among the richest in the re- 
gion.” 

In loose terms, ESCWA is 
a technical agency which 


offers specialised studies and 
data as well as recommenda- 
tions on social and economic 
development to its member 
states, upon their request. 
Tbe agency, which has an 
independent budget allocated 
by the U.N. General Secre- 
tariat, also provides project 
support and supervision if 
asked to do so. 

Among the programmes 
planned by ESCWA in the 
next phase, the “reconstruc- 
tion and rehabilitation do- 
cade for Western Asian 
(1994-2003),” indude the In- 
ternational Year of the Fami- 
ly (1994), the Fourth World 
Conference on Women 
(1995) and the World Summit 
on Social Development 
(1995). 

The agency has also set up 
a new subsidiary organ, a 
Statistical Committee, which 
wfll meet for the first time in 
1995, Dr. Bakjaji noted. 

The meeting that opened 
Monday is tbe eighth session 
of the technical committee of 
ESCWA and member coun- 
tries are represented at the 
experts level. 

The recommendations of 
the three-day meeting will be 
presented to tbe Ministerial 
Council of ESCWA early 
next year for discussions, 
amendments and additions if 
needed and approval. 

At the outset of Monday's 
meeting, Syria's deputy 
minister of planning, Qasseni 
Maqdad, was reelected chair- 
man and Jordan's Abdul 
Karim Mahasneh was elected 
rice-chairman. 





~ 4ime Minister Abdul Sslam A1 Msyafi Monday 
eviews regional issues with visitiag Turkish 
.. nrfiamcntnrian Ismet Qxgen (cadre) 


fcMi Ambassador to Jordan Mehraet Irtemcetik 
(Petra photo) 


Jordan, Turkey play major roles 

■* 

in peace process — - visiting deputy 


S 56 * * 


AMMAN (Petra) — Turkish 
parliament member and for- 
ner interior minister Ismet 
Bezgin met here Monday with 
*rime Minister Abdul Salam 
A1 Majali and said later that he 
hscussed regional and intema- 
iooal issues of concern to Tur- 
cey and Jordan. Both coun- 
ries, said Mr. Cezgjn, play' 
najor roles in the course of 
stabfishing peace and stability 
n the Middle East and there- 
fore corroboration of bilateral 
ies should contribute towards 


the cause of peace. 

It is important to establish, 
peace and stability in this re- 
gion so that its countries can 
direct their efforts towards de- « 
velopment, said the Ttaridsh 
deputy. 

Disclosing that he was on his 
way home from a visit to Iraq, 
Mr. Cezgin said that the visit 
and his meeting with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
offered him a chance to discuss 
bilateral relations. 


Tbe talks in Baghdad were 
useful and fruitful, and showed 
that the two countries have a 
common desire to bolster bi- 
lateral relations, added Mr. 
Cezgin. 

Stressing that Iraq has 
already implemented all U.N. 
Security Council resolutions, 
the Turkish parliamentarian 
said he hoped that the United 
Nations wdl now terminate tbe 
embargo on Iraq so that, be 
said, Iraq can resume its im- 
portant role in this region. 


jovernment plans expansion 
of country’s production base 



• * ' 


AMMAN (Petra) — The gov- 
mnnent plans to direct its 
ittention towards expanefing 
he country's production base 
>y boosting its commodities 
ndustries and increasing serv- 
ices, said Prime Minister 
AbdnJ Salam Al Majali Mon- 
lay. 

“We will be concentrating 
in quality rather than quantity 
o that we can give impetus to 
he Jordanian economy and 
telp it achieve excellent pro- 
tuction levels,” said Dr. Ma- 
ali at a meeting with the Con- 
ultative Economic Council at 
he Prime Ministry. 

“We are' together, facing the 
juestioa of how to improve tbe 
juality of life of Jordanian 
itizens by tackling two prob- 
ems: unemployment and 
loverty,” fetid Dr. Majali. 

Referring to government 
ilans to deal with these chronic 
sues, the [Mime minister said 
in dealing with these prob- 
sms, the government would 
lot opt for direct financial 
ssistancq or random appoint-' 
sent of people to public posi- 
ions, but rather create profit- 
ble, productive oppOrtuni- 

ies.” 

Towards dm end, he added,, 
he government must create. 


the appr o p ri ate climate, sim- 
plify procedures, support the 
private sector, and take a su- 
pervision and organisational 
role. 

He said the foremost respon- 
sibility “lies in protecting the 
country's security and stability 


of the challenges.” 
to tbe terms of 
reference of the council. Dr. 
Majali said “the government 
seeks to stimulate tbe work cl 
this council and create for it 
the appropriate mechanism to 
ensure its success.” 


Princess Basma 
to head for Japan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma and 
an accompanying delegation 
will bead for Japan today 
(Tuesday) at the invitation of 
the Japanese government, the 
Japanese embassy in Amman 
announced. 

During her stay. Princess 
Basina will make a call on 
Their Majesties' the Emperor : 
and Empress and Their High- 
nesses the Crown Prince and 
Princess. 

As chairperson of the Board 
of Trustees of the Queen Alia 
Jordan Social Welfare Fund, 
the Princess will also meet rep- 
resentatives of several 
Japanese prominent non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) with the aim of streng- 
thening friendship and mutual 
cooperation. 


Tampering with holy sites restoration 
will result in clashes — Majali 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam A1 Ma- 
jali Monday warned that any 
attempt to tamper with the 
ongoing restoration work at A1 
Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of 
the Rock in Jerusalem would 
result in dashes in the holy 
city. 

The Muslims, who have 
shouldered their responsibility 
in Jerusalem and the other 
holy places for all religions 
since the days of the Caliph 
Omar, will never succumb to 
Israel’s moves to consecrate its 
unlawful occupation of the 
holy sites, neither will they 
cede their inalienable rights in 
the dty, said Dr. Majali at a 
meeting with ambassadors of 
non-Arab countries in Jordan. 

The prime minister was re- 
ferring to a recent Israeli high 
court of justice ruling which 
Jordan considered as an in- 
fringement on Arab and Mus- 
lim legal and historic rights. 

Jordan Saturday officially 
denounced the court ruling on 
tbe status of tbe holy shrines in 
a note distributed by Minister 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Abdul Salam A1 Abbadi to (he . 
ambassadors of Arab and Isla- 
mic countries at a meeting held 
in his office. 

The Israeli high court ruled 
Sept 23, 1993, that A] Haram 
A1 Sharif — which embodies 
the A1 Aqsa Mosque and 
Dome of the Rock — is part of 
the “land of Israel" and hence 
subject to Israeli laws and reg- 
ulations concerning construc- 
tion work, archaeology and 
free access to places of 
worship, the note said. 

An announcement Sunday 
said that Dr. Majali would 
convey to the foreign envoys 
the official Jordanian stand 
with regard to tbe Israeli court 
Tilling passed on Sept. 23 and 
its impact on the restoration 
programmes at the holy 
shrines. 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam AJ Mqfafi .Monday 
meets with envoys of non-Arab emhaari**’ in 
Jordan to convey the Kingdom's stand on an 


Israeli ruling concerning Jerusalem’s holy sites 
(Petra photo) 


The prime minister told the 
foreign envoys, who gathered 
at the Prime Ministry Monday, 
that this ruling gives the so- . 
called Temple Mount Faithful 
(an extremist Zionist group) 
the legal right and custody over 
A1 Haram A1 Sharif, which 
Israel calls Temple Mount . 

The court ruling, belaid, 
constitutes a flagrant violation 
and an open aggression on tbe 
Arabs’ and Muslims’ legal, re- 
ligious, political and historic 
rights in the holy city. 

Coming 10 days after the 
signing erf the IsraeVPalestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) agreement on Hmited 
self-rule and nine days after 
the conclusion of the 
Jordanian-Israeli agenda for 
negotiations, this ruling re- 
flects tbe true intentions of the 


Israeli government with regard 
to peace and throws suspicion 
on its credibility, continued 
Dr. Majali. 

Giving the Israeli extremists 
a free hand to tamper with the 
Islamic holy places and cou- 
pled with hostile statements by 
Israeli officials, such develop- 
ments will threaten the entire 
peace process and encourage 
extremism in the region, the 
prime minister said. 

Referring to the Jordanian 
stand, he said that His Majesty 
King Hussein has directed the 
government to take all 
appropriate measures at the 
Arab, regional, Islamic and 
international levels to confront 
this development. 

The restoration of A1 Aqsa 
Mosque and the Dome of die 
Rock, which is being funded by 


King Hussein, will continue as 
planned and any attempt to 
halt it would result in further 
complications and clashes in 
Jerusalem, warned the prime 
minister. 

He requested the envoys to 
convey to their respective gov- 
ernments the current situation 
and urge them to take proper 
steps to confront the Israeli 
court ruling and support the 
Jordanian, pan- Arab and Isla- 
mic stand. 

Tbe envoys received an offi- 
cial Jordanian memorandum 
on the issue. 

Present at the meeting were 
Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Jawad Al 
Anani, Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam 
AI Abbadi and the foreign 
ministry's secretary general. 


Provincial, district governors’ offices to receive 
candidate applications Thursday through Saturday 


AMMAN (Petra) — Provincial 
governors and their staffs will 
be on duty in their respective 
offices Friday, Oct. -IS from • 
8:00 a.m, until 2:00 i p.m. to 
receive applications from 
candidates running in the com- 
ing parliamentary elections, 
according to a circular from 
Prime M iniste r Abdul Salam 
Al Majaii issued Monday. 

The circular said applica- 
tions will be received by gov- 
ernors and district governors 
from Thursday Oct. 14 through 
Saturday Oct. 16, in accord- 


ance with, the Election Law. 

In another circular, all gov- r 
erament- officials and members 
of the Jordanian Armed Forces 
were instructed to refrain from 
taking part in election cam- 
paigns. It also banned any gov- 
ernment official involved in the 
election procedures from tak- 
ing leave that would delay bis/ 
her work in any way. 


Kar ak governor cautions 
preaAers '' ‘ \ ! 

Meanwhil e, tbe governor of:, 
Karak, Khalaf Mahasneh,. 
announced Monday that all 
places of worship and schools 
should remain neutral in the 
election process. 

Addressing a meeting in 
Karak of mosque preachers. 


Mr. Mahasneh said the 
preachers are duty-bound to 
alert the public on their right to 
participate in the Nov. 8 par- 
liamentary election. He said 
schools an d mosques serve as a 
forum for guiding the public to 
their religious and secular 
duties, but should maintain 
neutrality. 


JSCEP to start clean up drive to 
mark Arab Environment Day 


AMMAN (Petra) — In re- 
sponse to a call by the United 
Nations Environment Prog- 
ramme (UNEP) to clean up 
the earth, the Jordanian Soci- 
ety for the Control of En- 
viron mental Pollution 
(JSCEP) Tuesday will start a 
three-day campaign in 12 
cities and towns. 

The campaign will be car- 
ried out in cooperation with 
the Greater Amman Munici- 
pality and with funding from 
several major p rivate sector 
firms, said a JSCEP state- 
ment. 

It said that the drive will be 
part of the society’s contribu- 
tion to Arab Environment 
Day, winch falls Thursday. 

Taking part in the cam- 
paign will be students from 
tbe private and public 
schools, members of youth 
centres, sports institutions, 
vocational training centres, 
universities and other orga- 
nisations, according to tbe 
announcement. 

The JSCEP activities in- 


dude jthe_. removal of litter 
and trash from various .dis- 
tricts. 

The director of the socie- 
ty’s information section, Ziad 
Alawneh, said that the parti- 
cipants in the campaign will 
distribute trash bags to 
motorists to discourage them 
from littering the streets. 

The participants, be said, 
will be wearing spedal shirts 
and will be offered free meals 
and free transportation. The 
waste and garbage will be 
sorted so that paper products 
can be recycled, added Mr. 
Alawneh. 

In Amman, Mr. Alawneh 
said, the municipality’s vehi- 
cles and other facilities will 
be prepared to help partici- 
pants to ensure the success of 
this campaign. 

The society has printed 
leaflets and posters calling on 
the public to help keep their 
country dean and the en- 
vironment free of pollution, 
he said. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

’fr The Petra Exhibition — a presentation of tbe activities of 
Jordanian and international institutions involved in 
mxhaiaQlogjcai, dtanpiyUe «and environmental research 
in the Petra region at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Art exharttion entitled “Return to Nature” by Iraqi artists 
Abdul Hussefti Abdul Watted and Zeinab Abdul Wahed at 
the Hue Arts Section at the University of Yarmonk — Irbid. 

☆ Photo exhibition displaying pictures from Jordan and Syria 
by German artist J- Swakowsiri at the Goethe Institute. 

■ir Photographic exhibition by artist Ahmad AI Smadi at the 
Yarmonk University Student Affairs Deanship — Irbid. 

☆'Art exhibition by Mrs. Lucy Marta, Janine S&af, and Tete 
Wegefius at the Royal Guttural Centre. 

☆ Photo exhibition entitled “Desert Rituals” by Egyptian 
artist Mom ZaTouk at the Bahdna Art .Gallery. 

☆ Art exhibition by artist Afi TalBb at die Balka’a Art Gaflery 
in AI Fufaefc. 

* Art exhibition by artists Dr. Ala Bashir and Sa’di Abbas at 
the Afla Art Gallery. 


☆ Art exhibition by artist Mahmoud AHJbedi at the French 
Cnjttnral Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by artist AH Al Mi’mar at the Orfofi Art 
Gallery. Telephone 826932. 

* Exhibition of etchings by Mohammad .pmar Khalil at Daraf 
AI Fnntm of the AbdnJ Hamid Shuman Foundation in Jabal 
Luwefixteh. Also showing the permanent exhibition. Tele- 
phone 643251/2. 

FILMS 

it F3m entitled “Meaer Im Kopf 1 at the Ghoetite Institute at 
8:00 pjn. 


Children’s drama entitled “Aladdin’s Lamp” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 930 a.m, 11:00 aum. 

BOOK EXHIBITION 

Comprehensive book and educational aids exhibition at the 
International Exhibition Hafl - University Road. 


Morocco, Jordan initial trade deal 
exempting certain products from duty 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
Moroccan trade delegation 
Monday concluded a visit to 
Jordan by initialling a new 
trade agreement between 
Jordan and Morocco which 
updates a deal signed in May 
1978 

Under the terms of the new 
agreement, certain products 
exchanged by the two coun- 
tries will be partially or whol- 
ly exempt from customs duty 
in accordance with a list of 
goods to be endorsed later 
under separate protocols. 

The Ministry of Industry 
and Trade, where the agree- 


ment was concluded, said 
that the new deal aims at ' , 
promoting trade and- diver- 
sifying the types of national 
products exchanged by the 
two Arab states on equal 
basis and for mutual benefit, 
in an effort to create the 
opportune climate for eco- 
nomists and businesspersons 
in both countries to expand 
trade. 

The ministry said that 
several protocols will emerge 
from the new agreement, 
which would go into effect 
after it has been endorsed by 
the two governments and the 


instruments of ratification are 
exchanged at a later date. 

Under the agreement, 
commodities from Morocco 
and Jordan will be treated as , 
national products in either 
country, provided they are 
included in approved lists to 
be exempt -from customs 
duty. 

It also stipulated that set- 
tlement of payment for the 
exchanged goods wiU take 
place through convertible 
currencies and in accordance 
with banking regulations in 
force in both countries. 



For more information. Telephone: 6991 4 1 12 


NoorAl Hussein Foundation is grateful ro 
Mr. Samir and Asy Abu Jaber 
in holding the exhibition. 
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Small is beautiful 


THE MAYOR of Amman, Mamdouh Abbadi, 
was recently quoted in a newspaper interview 
as saying that be would like to incorporate 
Zarqa ami Salt in the Greater Amman region. 
Another weekly quoted “refiabie” sources as 
saying that Prime Minister Abdul Salam Mqjali 
was in favour of such a move. Both Abbadi and 
Mqjali and advocates of such incorporation 
would most probably like to see Zarqa and Salt 
turned as dean and organised as Amman. 
Some enthusiasts say that the rich of Amman 
should share in improving the two towns whose 
inhabitants service the capital. They say Am- 
man, which collects the highest taxes and rates 
from big businesses that employ the people of 
Zarqa and Salt, should contribute to the 
welfare of the two towns. The proponents of 
such an idea also say that pooling the resources 
of the whole region together would help the 
authorities provide better planning, resource- 
sharing, capital investment, and management 
of water and waste. 

What the advocates forget or choose to 
overlook is the fact that such a big body that 
has under its authority more than half of 
Jordan’s population would stumble in its own 
sheer size. No matter how efficient the manage- 
ment that wifl take over this region is, and for 
the time being It is not, its area of responsibility 
wfll be awesome and it wOl be prone to 
corruption. 

Especially awkward is the fact that the 
Greater Amman Municipal Councfl is an 
appointed rather than an elected one. The idea 
in itself might not be bad. But the mechanism 
must be thought over. The present Greater 
Amman Municipality should be re-divided into 
its original components. Each town or township 
should be allowed to elect its own mayoral 
countil. An overall authority that would take 
care of providing all the services would be 
formulated of all heads of municipal councils 
who then would preside over a regional author- 
ity that would aim at contracting the private 
sector to provide the basic services of street 
maintenance and garbage and waste disposal. 

The idea of a Greater Amman region as it is 
being presented defies the government intent to 
decentralise as campaigned by the prime minis- 
ter. What the recent past has shown and proven 
right is that “small is beautiful” and “might is 
not right.” 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT daily Monday attacked the Israeli court ruling that 
paved the way for the extremists among die Zionists of Israel 
to tamper with the Islamic holy places in Jerusalem as a new 
form of aggression and part of a long chain of illegal practices 
against the Arab and Islamic heritage. Indeed, the court ruling 
is considered as a continuation of Israel's acts of aggression on 
Arab lands and a desecration of the holy shrines, a process 
that has been going on since the start of the occupation of the 
Islamic and Christian holy places, said the paper. Jordan's 
moves to alert the world community's attention to these 
atrocities is also designed to expose the real nature of the 
Zionist leaders who are bent on undermining all efforts 
towards peace, added the paper. By insisting that Jerusalem 
will remain for ever the united capital of Israel, following the 
unlawful annexation of the Arab part in 1967, Israel is idling 
the world that it adamantly refuses to comply with the 
requirements of the international legitimacy, charged the 
paper. There is no doubt, said Al Ra'i, that Jordan will pursue 
all efforts and at all levels to abort Israel's moves and foil its 
measures taken at the holy shrines and, said the paper, it is the 
duty of the world community to see to it that Israel is 
prevented from committing such acts of sacrilege in the Holy 
Land. 



TAHER AL Udwan, a columnist in Al Dortour, discussed 
water in the Middle East, warning that water resources could 
be a source of future regional conflicts unless proper measures 
are token immediately. Noting that Turkey had offered to 
supply Syria, Israel and Jordan with water through pipes 
tinting these countries and that Iran had offered to supply 
water to the states in the Gulf, the writer said that such offers 
bear the seeds of future danger since they place the Arab 
Nation at the mercy of foreign nations. Depending on 
non-Arab sources for water is tantamount to sowing the seeds 
of discord that could escalate into conflicts later on, added the 
writer. It is incumbent upon the Arab countries, said the 
writer, to transcend their present differences and study all 
their potentials and deal with this important issue before the 
end of the present century when, experts say, the problem 
would aggravate to a great extent. Offering ideas for solving 
the water resources issue, the writer said that desalination of 
ssa water, proper utilisation of the River Nile and sound and 
economic exploitation of water resources available in the Arab 
World should be taken into consideration. Cooperation with 
Turkey is also a must and agreements could be reached with 
this country towards fair sharing of the river waters, added 
Udwan. At the moment, he concluded. Arab states ought to 
g . due attention to replacing depleted water networks, 
hulling any excessive use or wastage of water resources. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Somalia, Clinton, ghosts and new world order signposts 


The events in Somalia during the past week are unfortunate, 
but instructive. The underlying forces at work should be 
carefully assessed for their implications for future develop- 
ments in this and other areas of the world, as we make our way 
through the early years of the “new world order” and come to 
grips with the role of the United States and the United Nations 
in local conflicts around the world. 

The fundamental dilemma in Somalia is not about intentions 
— for the initial aim last December of delivering humanitarian 
aid to starving Somalia was widely applauded around the 
world. The dilemma is about perceptions — specifically, the 
perception of the United States of its own political and military 
role abroad and its perception ofthe rights and value of Third 
World cultures such as that of the Somalis. 

The unfortunate fact is that the initial positive intention of 
promoting humanitarian aid, peace-making and national 
reconstruction in Somalia via' the United Nations has been 
transformed into a struggle over the self-perceptions of the 
United States and the people of Somalia. The initial focus on 
global humanitarian activism delivered via the United Nations 
to help the Somalis has also been turned into a domestic 
American discussion of the appropriate deployment of U.S. 
military power to slay the still operative ghost of the U.S. 


with armaments willingly provided in recent decades by 


Had tbe U.S.-led U.N. humanitarian operation stuck firmly 
to its mandate to assure the delivery of food supplies while 
leaving the Somalis to decide on political reconstruction on 
their own, we would not have witnessed the problems of the 
last two months; and we would seen the United Nations live up 
to the promise of its founders half a century ago. The 
Americans, however, succumbed to two of their most fierce 
and retributive character flaws: the bravado of blind militarism 
and the intellectual delinquency of their intervention in what 
they perceived to be exotic and chaotic cultures. Wben;these 
two attributes led to the loss of American fives and the 
instigation of anti-U-S. sentiments among a growing number 
of Somalis, die United States responded with an even more 
inappropriate policy: a flawed moral penchant for emotional 
vengeance as the antidote to the mis graded and disproportion- 
ate use of U.$. forces in the service of imprecise political 
goals. More Somalis would have to die in order for more 
Americans to feel good about themselves. 
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experience in Vietnam. An opportunity to forge a constructive 
precedent for new world order moltifateF 


lateral humanharianism 
has been set lack — but not totally denied — by a wasteful 
political and psychological retreat into old world order 
American provincialism and militarism. 

Behind the death and suffering of Somalis, Americans, 
Pakistanis and other actors in Somalia, the big loser in this 
oonflia is the role of the United Nations as an agent for peace 
and human dignity in conflict situations around the Third 
World. This is not totally new, for we witnessed the start of 
this unfortunate process in the Gulf crisis, when the United 
Nations allowed itself to be commandeered by the United 
States as a convenient and willing instrument of three 
destructive American forces: overpowering militarism, deep 
ignorance and insensitivity to the human and national rights of 
people in the south, and a quasi-radst American self- 
perception of the primacy of American humanity over the 
humanity of other peoples. 

This did not have to happen, for early on in the mission the 
U.S. participated wisely in the effort to forge a diplomatic and 
political resolution to the collapse of governance in Somalia, 
via the round-table talks in Ethiopia. The current dilemma 
escalated at a point several months ago when the lack of clarity 
about the precise mission of U.S. and U.N. forces in Somalia 
was aggravated by the seif-generated imperative of the brand 
of blind and inappropriate militarism represented by the 
unilateral U.S. deployment in Somalia. • 

The diplomatic attempt to reconstruct Somalia governance 
ran into problems when it failed to take into account and to 
accommodate the traditional soda! and political forces that 
have defined the Somali culture for thousands of yean. The 
complexities of Somali national reconciliation and reconstruc- 
tion proved difficult in part because of the powerful legacy of 
recent history — a history which saw the United States and the 
Soviet Union use Somalia, Ethiopia and other countries in the 
south as convenient pawns in the superpower struggle. The 
end of the cold war, however, saw convenience turn into 
expedience and finally saw Somalia transfo r med from a former 
strategic asset into a disposable liability. 

The post-cold war collapse of the Siad Bane regime, 
combined with the extravagant and lingering militarisation of 
the Somali political culture by the two superpowers, generated 
the reality that has plagued Somalia m the last few years: on 
the one band, a deep resentment of the legacy of foreign 
manipulation of Somalia for narrow, foreign strategic aims 
rather than for the benefit of somafi^bumanity, and, on the 
other band, a collapsed domestic system of political govern- 
ance whose void was filled by dan leaders armed to the teeth 
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What started as a noble humanitarian mission collapsed in 
the debris of a brand of ignoble militaristic revenge practised 
by both Americans and Somalis. On both sides, the humanism 
of otherwise proud and sensitive cultures gave way under the 
pressures of post-cold war national readjustments and finally 
shattered under the irresistible force of the respective Amer- 
ican Somali nightmares of P aho n 9 l humiliation and 
shame. 

In both cases, these nightmares (fid not spring out of a 
vacuum. Both were firmly rooted m the global geopolitical 
excesses of the 1960s and 1970s, in the Horn of Africa and 
Southeast Asia alike. Americans and Somalis shooting each 
other in 1993 were not only taking aim to kill an immediate 
threat; they were also slaying ancient ghosts that lurked in the 
national psyche, and exe r cising honors that still haunted them 
from decades past. The spectacle has been mutually demean- 
ing: good people on both sides using bad means to avenge 
p ri m o rdial national failures; decent human beings turning to 
their guns today to set right die degradation that their guns 
inflicted on their personal psyches and their national honour in 
the past. It was and is a tragic battle that neither side can win if 
they both insist on resorting to the lunacy of militarism instead 
of finding solace and then success through patient diplomacy 
based on mutual cultural respect and political realism. 

The particularities of the collective madness in Somalia are 
bad enough in themselves, but they are more troublesome for 
what they sug g est about a repetition of the madness in other 
places. The raflure of the Ethiopia talks and the advent of 
Somafi-American warfare have generated a dilemma that is 
neither unique nor unexpected in the post-cold war world: 
what to do about unstable, post-colonial, 20th century 


countries that sit uncomfortably wjm wbamaial frontiers 
forged from the debris of 19th and 20th century European and, 
Russian/Soviet coloniafism? Somaha was the m(Kt pifKBnM: 
example of this increasingly visible brand of frail 

sgE-sxjbsifiS 

Angola, to mention only the most obvious. 

The e xpro priation of the U.N-s moral and diplomatic 
mandate by the U.S. State and Defence Departments « 
farther aggravated by two related failures: me acquiescence of 
European and other world powers in American hegemony ami 
the sad inability of die southern states to respond to the crisis 
in Somalia and other fractured lands. This raises the potential- 
ly catastrophic spectre of Somalia not as an isolate d ms toncal 
aberration or an eccentricity of the current global order, but 
rather as a macabre signpost along the road to a new world 
order conceived and implemented by an American psyche that 
is at once perturbed, jumpy and trigger-happy. 

Once again, Somalia may not be novel in this respect; it may 
be only the latest in a series of cases where the United States 
substitutes military prowess for diplomatic rationality and 
where the impressive firepower of the United States long- 
range smart bombs cannot camouflage the sad triumph of its 
stupid and short-sighted policy-making. Somalia may be 
merely a sig npost along the road of unchallenged American £ 
militarism that has already passed through Lebanon, Panama, 
Granada and Iraq. _ . , 

■ That is the bad news. Fortunately, it is possible also to 
discern signs of good news, in four forms: a) many Americans 
who recognise their mistakes in Somalia and would like to 
avoid them in the future, b) Europeans, Japanese, Chinese 
and other world quasi-powers who recognise and have 
criticised the dangers of such unipolar American militarism, c) 
United Nations officials who appreciate and would like to 
redress the long-term damage being done to their organisa- 
tion, and d) Third World countries that are both ashamed and 
frightened by their wretched inability to do anything other 
than tune in to CNN to watch the blaze of American guns and 
absorb die fury of American policy statements. 

President Clin too is in a difficult position, having inherited 
the Somalia intervention from a shattered, discredited and 
humiliated George Bush who tried in vain to salvage his 
manhood by standing on the turret of his tanks, instead of 
standing on the shoulders of the common sense and humanism 
of his people. Mr. Clinton may have recognised the limits of 
Ame rican militarism; be has declared that U.S. troops w‘" 
leave Somalia in six months and appears to recognise that 
Somali political reconciliation will nave to accommodate all 
local actors, including General Aideed. 

This is a constructive and realistic American attitude; it is a 
shame that it required the deaths of scores of Americans, 
Pakistanis, Somalis and others to be activated. We shall soon 
find out whether the United States government has realty laid 
to rest die ghost of its agony in Vietnam and accepts finally 
that American militarism cannot provide an answer to the 
problems of nation-building, governance, stability and human 
dignity throughout die troubled lands of the south. 

Mr. Clinton may be showing important signs of political and 
historical realism -and a fresh American capacity to deal with 
Third World cultures in a more intelligent and mutually 
respectful manner. If so, he should be encouraged to continue 
walking down tins road, with the hope that his actions — if 
they fulfill the promise they now hint at — will also mark a 
significant turn for the better among the lurid debris and body 
parts stemming from the militarism, racism, barbarism and 
provincialism that have heretofore marked die path of the 
made-in-USA new world orgpr. 
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Dichotomy of a process that can be made or broke* 
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By Ziad Asali 


ON MONDAYS, the flood 
gates usually open at my clinic 
in my small town in Illinois, 
and patients pour in, having 
saved their ailments over the 
weekend. But on Monday, 
Sept. 13. 1 was standing in line 
waiting to get into die South 
Lawn of the White House. 
Once in, I started wandering 
about in the bright sunlight, 
watching the high and mighty, 
whose faces are recognised the 
’ world over, taking their seats 
and chatting amiably. 

The drama, the historic and 
real-life drama unfolded on 
centre stage. All eyes were 
transfixed upon Yasser Arafat 
extending bis hand to Yitzhak 
Rabin as the all-encompassing 
arms of Bill Clinton nudged 
them both closer. The know- 
ledge that history was being 
made superseded the surge of 
emotions palpable in my chest. 
This I will remember forever. 
Here we were at last, at the 
end of a long journey and at 
the beginning of another. The 
short, stubble-bearded, un- 
attractive man in military garb, 
this man with the symbolic 
headdress, much ridiculed, de- 
spised or admired, stood 
proudly with an extended hand 
of peace to claim a Palestinian 
homeland. Mr. Rabin, the 
embodiment of the ruthless 
opponent, the general and 
statesman, having said enough 
to bloodshed and tears, shook 
the extended hand in peace. 

This is the stuff of poetry 
and drama that has changed 
the variables of the historical 
equation of the Middle East. It 
is now up to practical men and 
women with the usual mix of 
vision and greed, of sacrifice 
and ruthlessness, and some 
plain common sense to trans- 
late the promise of this mo- 
ment to peace and prosperity 
or to disillusionment and 
chaos. 

The die is cast. Hie old 
division of Arab and Jew, 
Palestinian and Israeli, does 
not hold firmly anymore. The 
new divide is between those 
who support this agreement 
and those, who don't. This 
means that Arabs, Muslims, 
Jews and Palestinians of what- 
ever nationalities will be in the 
same camp while others like 
them will be in the opposing 
camp. It is dear that reason- 


able men and women with the 
best of intentions may have 
their reservations about this 
agreement: the way it was 
negotiated, the exclusion of 
other Arab partners, the defer- 
ment of the explosive issues of 
Jerusalem, the refugees and 
the settlements, the degree of 
commitment of the Israeli gov- 4 
eminent to the spirit of the 
agreement, as well as the legiti- 
mate concern about accounta- 
bility and democracy in the 
budding Palestinian adminis- 
tration. These issues need to 
be raised now and henceforth, 
loudly and dearly. We ask the 
friends of democracy and 
advocates of human rights to 
help guarantee these principles 
in the new Palestine. However, 
opposition to this agreement 
means standing in the same 
trenches with the Shamirs,- 
Sharons, and Netanyahus and 
with the antiquated religions 
fanatics on both sides whose 
absolutist vision cannot be re- 
conciled with reality. 

The significance of the 
opposition to the agreement 
and its potential for undermin- 
ing the whole process is not 
lost on the White House. This 
was evident when Arab and 
Jewish American leaders were 
invited to a briefing at the 
Executive Building that same 
Monday afternoon. The group 
was given an hour or so to visit, 
get acquainted, and tentatively 
explore the new relationship. 

Vice President Al Gore 
made the introductory re- 
marks, stressing the exception- 
al historical significance of the 
day he called "an event you 
will be talking to your grand- 
children about.” He stressed 
the commitment of the admi- 
nistration to the agreement 
and reiterated, as usual, the 
American commitment to the 
security of Israel. Then be in- 
troduced Mr. Warred Christ- 
opher, giving him more credit 
for the agreement than he had 
received in the press thus far. 
When Mr. Christopher mod- 
estly demurred and thanked 
Mr. Gore for his generous re- 
marks, Mr. Gore swiftly re- 
plied “thank you for making 
me vice president.' 1 Mr. 
Christopher stressed the his- 
torical significance of the 
agreement, praised the lead- 
ership On both sides and con- 
firmed the commitment of the 
United States to its imple- 


mentation. He commented on 
the role of the U.S. administra- 
tion m creating the conditions 
that made it possible, and men- 
tioned that be was briefed ab- 
out the progress of the negotia- 
tions especial ly during his visit 
to the Middle East in July in 
the aftermath of die Israeli 
attack on Lebanon. He stated 
that he was pleasantly sur- 
prised at the degree of progress 
achieved even at that time. He 
invited the audience to ask 
questions or make comments. I 
think that the salient points 
which came out of that ex- 
change can be summarised as 
follows: 

1. The U.S. government will 
lend its full support to this 
agreement and its implementa- 
tion. 

2. Upgrading die Palesti- 
nian-American dialogue and 
relationship will depend on 
progress achieved in imple- 
mentation of this agreement. 

3. The U.S. government wfll 
make a financial contribution. 
More importantly, it will con- 
vene an international confer- 
ence to raise fluids for this 
project. Christopher cautioned 
against the use*’ of exaggerated 
figures ($10 billion or so) for 
fear of disillusionment. 

4. Mr. Christopher also 
avoided prejudging any of the 
substantive issues deferred in 
the agreement such as Jeru- 
salem, the status of the re- 
fugees and the settlements. 

5. He underscored the need 
for a comprehensive solution 
on all fronts but avoided set- 
ting timetables. He stressed 
the continued contact of the 
U.S. with Syria and Lebanon 
and announced the agreement 
that was signed between Jor- 
dan and Israel the next day. 

6. He raised the question of 
the boycott and stressed the 
need for Arab governments to 
pul an end to the boycott as 
soon as possible. 

7. He stressed the need for 
immediate, tangible results to 
come of the agreement in 
order to lend momentum to 
the peace process and warned 
of the possibility of increased 
terrorist activity in the short 
run “as a last hurrah for the 
terrorists.” He also mentioned 
in this context that the ques- 
tion of lifting the travel ban to 
Lebanon is constantly under 
review, warning again of the 
potential for kidnapping, a fac- 


tor which must be considered 
before the ban is lifted. 

Lastly, he expressed appre- 
ciation for the spirit of optim- 
ism and cooperation shown by 
several members of the audi- 
ence of Arab and Jewish 
Americans convened under die 
same roof for the first time, 
under the auspices of the high- 
est level of an American admi- 
nistration. 

Vice President Gore took 
the podium again and, stres- 
sing the unique expertise of 
members of die audience, be 
solicited advice and recom- 
mendations in die form of spe- 
cific projects and ideas to assist . 
in implementing this agree- 
ment. 


“Tbe die is cast 
The old division of 
Arab and Jew, 
Palestinian and 
Israeli, does not 
hold firmly any- 
more. The new di- 
vide is between 
those who support 
this agreement and 
those who don ’t . 99 


President Clinton was 
announced shortly thereafter 
and he stressed again his com- 
mitment as well as the adminis- 
tration’s commitment to the 
agreement. He urged members 
of die audience to convey this 
commitment to people in die 
Middle East and to assure 
them that he intended to see it 
through. Furthermore, he 
urged members of the audi- 
ence to extend their support to 
the leadership that 
courageously worked out the 
agreement under the pressure 
Of obviously high risk. 

The president asked every- 
one to contact their senators 
and cougresspeople to ask that 
they back it up with financial 
support, keeping in mind the 
budget constraints in these 
times. Lastly, the president 
reiterated Mr. Gore's request 
for specific recommendations 
on projects' to be implemented 
on the ground. 

. After die official briefing, 
die president and vice presi- 
dent mingled with the crowd 
and listened to further sugges- 
tions. Eventually, I was able to 


express to both of diem indi- 
vidually, as well as to Anthony 
Lake, the national security 
adviser, the urgent need for an 
agreement with Syria. All 
three men expressed their 
understanding of the crucial 
nature of such an agreement. 
The president added that it was 
a question of timing. When I 
replied that the agreement had 
to be reached right away, he 
suggested that tins might pre- 
sent a problem for Mr. Rabin 
with his constituency, “bat we 
are all working on it. 1 * 

I would like to add here that 
I had a chance to talk to Mr. 
Lake and to Mr. Stephano- 
poulos, senior adviser to the 
president, about the need to 
put an end to the demonisation 
and dehumanisation of Palesti- 
nians, Arabs, and Muslims in 
this country. Both men separ- 
ately reassured me that this is 
being done and that more posi- 
tive things will be coming 
across the media on this issue. 

Since this point is so central 
to those of us who are in- 
terested in a friendly rela- 
tionship between the Arab 
Islamic World and the West, I 
would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to tell you that I had the 
occasion, as a member of the 
Arab American Council of 
Presidents, to raise this issue 
with Secretary Christopher on 
Aug. 10 at die State Depart- 
ment. He assured me at that 
time -that he would be speaking 
out on the necessity to diffe- 
rentiate between Muslims in 
general and those who commit 
terrorist acts in the name of 
Islam, stating categorically that 
“we have no problem with 
Islam.” It might be of interest 
to you to note that this meeting 
took place after the secretary’s 
return from the Middle East. 
At that time he told us that he 
supported Mr. Rabin’s ideas 
on early empowerment of the 
Palestinians and regretted the 
feet that the Palestinians had 
not taken Mr. Rabin up on 
those ideas. Clearly, Secretary 
Christopher knew more at die 
time than he was sayin g 
Mr. Christopher main tains 
that this agreement was possi- 
ble in part because of the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union, 
which sponsored radical Arab 
causes, and the development 
of new realities in thejeghmai 
balance of power, a consequ- 
ence of Gulf .war. To these we 


may also add the intifada, the 
ascendance of Mr. Rabin and 
die Labour Party to poweT in 
Israel on the platform of land 
for peace, the rise of Islamic 
fundamentalism, the political 
and economic deterioration of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO), as well as the 
diminishing prospects for fu- 
ture foreign aid to Israel. One 
might conjecture that the Clin- 
ton administration’s perceived 
pro-Zionist policies made the 
often-stated position of succes- 
sive American administrations 


that they would not ap^ 


pressure on Israel to come 
terms with its neighbours seem 
particularly plausible. The 
combination of all these factors 
convinced the PLO and Israel 
that peace was possible only if 
each had an interlocator in the 
other. 

For the Palestinians, this 
agreement is the culmination 
of the realisation of their his- 
torical loss. Instead of half a 
loaf they ended up with two 
morsels and a promise of the 
possibility of die half. Those 
who support it embrace Mr. 
Peres’ vision of parity and 
prosperity, hoping that good 
will coupled with bard work 
will prevail. In doing so, they 
risk being labelled by then- 
opponents as naive at best and 
sellouts at worst Those who 
do not support it ding to hiqf 
torical animosities and see no- 
thing but hegemony . and dis- 
grace. They reject this singular 
opportunity yet offer up no 
alternative to the status quo. 
They are accused - by their 
opponents of buying their 
beads in the ideological sand. 

In condusion, we have on 
hand an agreement that pro- 
vides the Palestinians a home- 
land with the potential for a 
Palestinian state. It lays to res* 
tile dream of Greater Israel. 
The agreement has within it 
both the capacity for hege- 
mony and domination teat 
could spell its demise and the 
promise of parity and prosper- 
ity that could bring forth 
peace. It is up to men and 
women of vision - and fore- 
thought to see to it tear peace 
prevails. ^ 

The writer, M. D. is tee vice: ■ 
president of the Arab Amer- 
ican University Graduates. He 
contributed ■ the above .article 
to the Jordan Times, 
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Jerusalem — rent apart, having a place for everyone 


By Pascal B. Karmy 

Israeli leadeis constantly de- 
clare that Jerusalem should re- 
main unified and the eternal 
capital of Israel. This of course 
wiu not be accepted neither by 
Palestinians nor by Jordanians 
or other -Arabs and Muslims, 
as none of them will relinquish 
.their historical, political and 
religions rights in the Holy 
City. It is therefore inevitable 
that at least East Jerusalem 
and its suburbs must be estab- 
lished as . the capital of the 
future Palestine state. 

Jewish leaders in general 
and Israelis in particular are 
wont to make the world believe 
that Jerusalem was Jewish all 
along its history. This is con- 
troverted by historical facts as 
will be shown in this article. 

It is not the intention here to 
delve into a detailed ancient 
history of Jerusalem, but 
rather to have a brief survey to 
show that Jerusalem, especial- 
ly its eastern part, is Arab and 
Muslim from a historical and 
religious point of view and it is 
presently Palestinian territory 
-under customary and conven- 
tional international law, in- 
cluding of course pertinent Un- 
ited . Nations resolutions. It 
cannot, however, be denied 
that the Jewish people has had 
deep religious and historical 
connections with the city. Nor 
can it be disputed that Christ- 
ianity has certainly wilder and 
deeper religious association 
than Judaism with Jerusalem. 
It is the birthplace of Christian- 
ity. which has much more 
sacred shrines and sancturies 
than Judaism, among which 
the Holy Sepulchre, the Via 
Dolorosa, Gethsemane arid 
many other churches which - 
date back to the earliest birth 
of Christianity, in the first cen- 
tury A.D. 

Jerusalem was not built by 
the Jews but by the Jebusites, a 
branch of the Canaanite tribes, 
the original inhabitants of 
Palestine which was then 
known even in the Jewish Bi- 
ble by the name of the “Land 
of Canaan.” Jerusalem's ori- 
ginal Jebusite name was 
Ursalem and in the course of 
history its name became 
Uishakan after its conquest 


from die Jebusites by KJhg 
David. Its name was changed 
into “Aelia . Capitolina” by 
Roman Emperor ’Hadrian 
when he crushed the Jewish 
revolt in the year 132 A.D. and 
expelled the remaining Jews 
froth the city. As from that 
date, the Jews' as a people 
ceased to exist in Palestine. 

It was by its last name, Aelia 
. Capitolina, that Jerusalem was 
known when tin Muslim Arabs 
conqnered it. in the year 638 
A.D. under the Caliph Omar 
Ibn AJ Khattab. He was re- 
ceived by the Christian Pat- 

“ Jerusalem was 
not built by the 
Jews but by the 
Jebusites , a 
branch of the 
Canaanite 
tribes, the ori- 
ginal inhabitants 
of Palestine 
which was then 
known even in 
the Jewish Bible 
by the name of 
* the * Land of Ca- 
naan *.* 9 

riarch Soph to ni us in Aelia 
Capitolina near the Holy 
Sepulchre. Catiph Omar called 
it id Arabic “Ilia** a translitera- 
tion of the word Aelia. 

Jerusalem, later called by 
.the Arabs and Muslims Bayt 
A1 Maqdis (the abode of sanc- 
tity) or more simply A1 Ouds, 
is holy for the three monotheis- 
tic religions: Judaism, Christ- 
ianity and Islam. Its import- 
ance for Islam arises from the 
fact that it was the first Qibla 
of Islam — that is the direction 
towards which Muslims turn to 
perform the ritual prayer. At 
the very beginning of Islam. 
Muslims turned their prayer 
towards AJ Quds until a Kora- 
nic revelation (Second Surah, 
Verse 144) received by 
Prophet Mohammad, com- 
manded them to face the in- 
violable Place of Worship (that 


is Ka'ba of Mecca). A1 Quds is 
also the site of the third holy 
place for Islam, namely AI 
Aqsa Mosque after those of 
Mecca and Madina. 

Moreover, AI Quds is the 
site of the nocturnal journey of 
Prophet Mohammad to 
heaven. According to the 
Koranic revelation, the 
Prophet was transported by 
night from Mecca to Haram AI 
Aqsa by the celestial steed 
called the Buraq and from 
there he ascended to the 
heavens as revealed in AI Isra' 
Surah XVII, Verse 1 which 
reads as follows: 

“Glorified be He Who car- 
ried His servant by night from 
the inviolable Place of Worship 
to the Far Distant Place of 
Worship, the neighbourhood 
whereof We have blessed, that 
We might show him of Our 
Tokens : LO! He, only He, is 
the Hearer, the Seer.” 


Jerusalem’s importance to 
and association with the Arabs 
and Islam has survived through 
the ages notwithstanding the 
vicissitudes which it has under- 
gone. With the exception of 
the short Crusade period in 
1099 A.D., Palestine, includ- 
ing Jerusalem, remained either 
under Arab or Muslim control 
as from the Arab conquest in 
638 A.D. until the termination 
of the Ottoman Rule in 1917 
by the victory of the Allies in 
World War I and the subse- 
quent imposition of the British 
Mandate over Palestine. 

It should be observed that 
the conquest of Palestine by 
the ancient Hebrews and the 
subsequent establishment of 
the Jewish Kingdom by King 
David was episodic, similar to 
other episodes of ancient con- 
quests achieved by other in- 
vaders, such as the Assyrians, 
the Babylonians, the Greeks 


and the Romans. The King- name Palestine was derived) 
dom of David and Solomon did Some of them became Christ' 
not last more than one hun- .ians and others Muslims. I 
dred years. The fact that Jeru- their book “The Pal earns- 
salem was for a short span of State,” (1977 edition), the as • 
time, not more than one hun- thors Richard Ward, Don 
dred years, the seat of the Pereiz and Evan Wilson stale 
Kingdom of David and Solo- the following: “The indigenous 
mon does not bestow upon die inhabitants of Palestine, whom 
present Israelis (majority of we began to call the Palestine 
whom are not die descendants Arabs in the post- World War I 
of the ancient Hebrews) the period, are the descendants of 
right to claim all Jerusalem, all the various peoples who 
including the eastern part of it, have occupied the country, be- 
after die lapse of more than ginning with the Canaanites 
two thousand years, that is and other Old Testament 
since the Babylonian captivity tribes and running through the 
of the Jews in the year S87 Greeks, Romans, Muslim 
B.C. Arabs, Crusaders from West- 

Even before the advent of em Europe, Turks and certain- 
Islara to Palestine, in 638 ly Jews.” And on page 61, the 
A.D., the Palestinians were authors add: “It is also incor- 
the . original inhabitants of rect to regard the Palestine 
Palestine as they are the descen- .Arabs as having entered PaJes- 
dants of the Canaanites, the tine for the first time during 
Arameans, the Jebusites and the Muslim Arab conquest in 
the Philistines (from whom the the seventh century. The in- 
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vading Arab forces was re- 
latively small in number but it 
seems dear that gradually, 
over the next few centuries, 
most of the local inhabitants 
were converted to Islam, mass 
conversions of populations 
being not uncommon in these 
times. The Arabs of Palestine 
claim, therefore, with some 
historical justification, that 
1 they are the descendants of the 
original inhabitants of Pales- 
tine and of the city of Jeru- 
salem." 

Under the United Nations 
Resolution 181 on the partition 
of Palestine, Jerusalem was to 
be constituted a corpus separ- 
atum which however did not 
materialise. The West Bank, 
including East Jerusalem, was 
occupied by Israel in 1967 and 
was therefore considered an 
occupied territory. Several Un- 
ited Nations General Assem- 
bly and Security Coundl re- 



Pananuiik view of. Jerusalem, Rock in the foreground (file photo) 


solutions condemned the 
annexation of East Jerusalem 
by Israel and provided that any 
change in its status and any 
measure taken in this regard 
are null and void. United Na- 
tions Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 are equally 
applicable to East Jerusalem 
and its suburbs, and Israel 
must withdraw from there. 

It can therefore be con- 
cluded that the claim of the 
Palestinians to Jerusalem is 
historically, religiously, politi- 
cally preponderant over the 


“The that that Jeru- 
salem was for a short 
span of time, not more 
than one hundred 
years, the seat of the 
Kingdom of David and 
Solomon does not bes- 
tow upon the present 
Israelis (majority of 
whom are not the de- 
scendants of the ancient 
Hebrews) the right to 
Haim all Je rusalem at- 
tar the lapse of more 
than two thousand 
years'.” 


claim of the Israelis. Neverthe- 
less, I believe a sort of a modus 
vivendi could be worked out 
between the Palestinians and 
Israel whereby West Jerusalem 
and East Jerusalem could be 
respectively the capital of 
Israel and the future Palestine 
state without necessarily divid- 
ing it. However, Jordan's 
legitimate interest in the Holy 
Gty must be taken into consid- 
eration and as Crown Prince 
Hassan stated in his address to 
the forty-eighth session of the 
Genera] Assembly of the Un- 
ited Nations: “The legitimate 
rights which the three great 
monotheistic faiths share in the 
Holy Gty must be guaranteed, 
and claims of political and 
administrative sovereignty 
accommodated to the satisfac- 
tion of all.” 


S. African reserve pioneers ttmqiie 
programme to save black rhinos 


By Clyde Russell 

Agence France Presse 

PILANESBERG, South Afri- 
ca — The black rhinos of the 
Pilanesberg game reserve have 
gone hi-tech, sporting a brace 
of microchip transponders as 
part of a pioneering program- 
me to save the highly en- 
dangered species. 

The park’s 38 black rhinos 
are being darted and implanted 
with die chips in the most 
extensive monitoring project 
yet undertaken to conserve the 
black rhino, whose numbers in 
Africa have shrunk from tens 
of thousands at the turn of the 
century to less than 2,500. 

Danish biologists Hanne 
1 Lindemaim and Hans Bjame 
Hansen proudly claim that 
Pilanesberg’ s black rhino are. 
the best managed population 
in Africa. 

The two have been coming 
to this reserve in South Afri- 
ca’s nominally independent 
black homeland of 
Bophuthatswana for two 
months every year since 1989 
to help run the project 

The microchip enables re- 
searchers to identify each 
animal in case it is killed or 
poached, Ms. Hansen said. 

“If a rhino is poached and if 
(its horn) pitches up in Hong 
Kong, the transponder can be 


read"” Ms. Hansen said. “It 
helps with court cases." 

None of Pilanesberg’s herd 
of black rhino — 20 of which 
now cany transponders — 
have been killed so far, but 
other reserves in South Africa 
are starting- to feel the effects 
of poachers moving south after 
virtually wiping out the r£st of 
Africa's black rhinos. 

Zimbabwe has lost 1,150 
black rhinos in the past two 
years, reducing wbat was once 
the largest population in Africa 
to just 350y significantly less 
that South Africa’s present 
stock of 800- 

The rhinos, which can weigh 
more than one tonne, are 
darted from a helicopter be- 
fore the transponders are im- 
planted. 

One of the chips is drilled . 
into the horn and sealed with 
due, the other is sewn into the 
flesh behind the shoulder. 

The one-centimetre mic- 
rochips are only part of 
FUanesberg’s extensive moni- 
toring project. 

The rhinos also have their 
ears clipped in different pat- 
terns to make identification 
easier and Ms. Hansen and 
Ms. Linde maun have compre- 
hensive files and- photographs 
of each animal. 

The two spend hours track- 
ing and observing the rhinos on 


foot in the 300 square 
kilometre reserve. 

It is a dangerous job, con- 
sidering how aggressive Afri- 
ca's second largest mammal — 
after the elephant — can get 
when it feels threatened. 

Ideally, Ms. Hansen said, 
the Pilanesberg project sbould 
be extended to all game re- 
serves in Namibia and South 
Africa — but the problem is a 
lack of funds. 

Keryn Adcock, 
Pilanesberg’s resident ecolog- 
ist, said sufficient money could, 
be raised from hunting out old 
rhinos.. 

> But animal preservationists 
in the northern hemisphere — 
whom she described as “bun- 
ny-huggere" — have blackbal- 
led the idea and lobbied their 
governments to prevent im- 
ports of black rhino trophies. 

The more common and less 
threatened white rhinos are 
hunted at an average cost of 
about $25,000 each. 

But most big -game hunters 
really want a black rhino, and 
Ms. Adcock said ' a hunt of 
could fetch up to $250,000. 

There is tittle physical differ- 
ence between white and black 
rhinos, the only real distinction 
'between i the two grey-coloured 
animals is the up,- which is 
wider on whites 





r 




In fact, said JohnDsley of the 
Rhino and Elephant Founda- 
tion, the term “white" is a 
bastardisation of the Dutch 
word for “wide” — describing 
the snout of the sub-species 
that is more common in South 
Africa. 

The main difference is in 
their feeding habits and be- 
haviour, the whites being graz-/ 
ers and travelling in family 
groups, while the more aggres- 
sive blacks are loners and 
browsers, he said. 

Pilanesberg has lost three 
ageing black rhinos to natural 
causes in recent years and Ms. 
Adcock said if the', animals 
had been hunted, fhe money 
could have been used to extend 
the monitoring programme. 

“They could pay for them- 
selves, Ms. Adcock said. 

The threat of increased 
poaching could become reality 
before all the remaining black 
rhinos are sufficiently pro- 
tected, she said. 

Ms. Adcock said Pilanesberg 
was “gearing itself for the big 
onslaught'’ against its rhino 
population, which in addition 
to the 38 blacks, includes some 
200 whites. 

“In two to three years, we 
will be in the same situation as 
other African countries," Ms. 
Adcock said, warning that 
overseas donors had a tenden- 
cy to act after it was already 
too late. 


See Naples and bring your own 
water, milk, government 


By Frances D’Emilio 
The Associated Press 

NAPLES, Italy — One look at 
Naples today would probably 
kill the long-ago Neapolitan 
who said with such pride in its 
beauty: “See Naples and then 
die.” 

Garbage is piled in alleys, 
and street robberies are com- 
mon. The water often runs 
discoloured — it may or may 
not be unhealthy — and most 
traffic lights don’t work. 

This southern metropolis 
once renowned for breathtak- 
ing vistas of bills and sea is 
known now for shortages, 
breakdowns and general 
chaos. 

Many bits of official business 
have been neglected because 
many city council members 
played hooky and meeting af- 
ter meeting failed to gain a 
quorum. 

Gtfrie concerns for public 
order, Italy's interior minister 
dissolved the truant council 
Aug. 6 — the mayor had 
already quit. Then he sent a 
squad of commissioners to try 
to guarantee a minimnm of city 
services for 1.2 million Neapo- 
litans until local elections for a 
new mayor and council in 
November. 

Although Rome has dis- 
banded scores of dty councils 
in the south because of ties to 
underworld gangs, Naples' was 


the Gist to' be' dissolved for 
public disorder. 

The city’s problems have be- 
come so dire the newsweekly 
Panorama wondered whether 
Premier Carlo Ciampi was 
acting on pure faith when he 
picked Naples to host a summit 
of leading industrial nations 
next July. Neapolitans do this 
twice a year when they fervent- 
ly pray for the blood of San . 
Gennaro to liquify and bring 
the city good luck. 

They could use some luck. 

In a dty with chronic shor- 
tages of water during the warm 
months, a brown liquid began 
gushing from faucets and fouiv 
tains this summer. Offidals fust 
issued a health warning, then 
said manganese was tinting the 
water and wasn’t harmful. 
Then they advised against 
drinking water that looked too 
dark. 

“What should a blind house- 
wife do?” the Rome newspap- 
er II Messaggero asked. 

On top ofthat came a false 
alarm that the dty dairy plant 
was producing contaminated 
milk. 

Nearly every traffic signal in 
Naples has broken down since 
a maintenance contract ran 
out. (This might be the least of 
Naples’s problems, since so few 
Neapolitans stop for red 
tights). 

Disaster almost always seem 
about to descend on this dty in 


the shadow of Vesuvius. 

Unemployment is the high- 
est in Italy — 27 per cent of the 
work force, compared with 
seven per cent in wealthy 
northern Italy and 21 per cent 
overall in the less-developed 
south. 

Some jobs, don’t get 
counted, of course. The 'Cam- 
orra, the Neapolitan under- 
world, is one or the dty's big- 
gest employers, .recruiting 
youngsters . for numbers- run- 
ning, drug-pushing, extortion 
ana sometimes murder. 

Hotels warn out-of-townere, 
about neighbourhoods where 
street urchins known as “scug- 
nizzi” zip along on motorbikes 
and rip off necklaces, cameras 
and handbags. Even some 
Neapolitans have taken to 
wearing "fanny" packs around 
their waist to thwart pick- 
pockets. 


Reality has made a mockery 
of die once-proud Neapolitan 
saying: "Veai Napoli e poi 
muon"’ — see Naples and 
then die. Hie idea was that you 
might as well go to your reward 
after taking in the city’s 
medieval castles and Rococo 
palaces and the stunning views 
from hillside neighbourhoods 
of a blue bay flecked with 
orange, yellow and green 
fishing boats. 

Naples is living “a difficult 
moment which needs one-par- 
ty rule to help it resolve its 
problems,” says AJdo Marino, 
sent in by the Interior Ministry 
. to pm the dtv until elections. 

Mr. Marino, who represents no 
party, means that after years of 
bickering coalition - govern- 
ments, Naples needs a solid 
sense of direction. 

Some have gone so far as to 
suggest Naples needs an iron 
hand. 
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Eurotunnel aims to open on March 7 


LONDON (R) — The channel 
* tunnel link between Britain 
: France will open next 

March but train passengers in 
London, Paris and Brussels 
have to wait until June, more 
than a year later than planned, 
operator Eurotunnel PLC said 
Monday. 

, Europe’s biggest infrastruc- 
ture project will now cost £10 
billion ($15,24 billion) by 1998, 
almost double the amount 
budgeted in 1987 when work 
started after Eurotunnel won a 
55-year concession from 
France and Britain. 

That means the company 
will have to seek another £1 
billion (SI. 52 billion) in funds, 
of which half will be in new 
shares, before June 1994 when 
its current resources run out. 

Much of the delay is due to a 
long-running cost dispute with 
building consortium Trans- 


manche Link which groups five 
British and five French con- 
struction firms. But the partien 
are working toward a settle- 
ment which is expected to b 
reached in 1995. 

The freight service will star 
up on March 7, 1994 through 
the 31-mile 50-kilometre tun- 
nel between Folkestone and 
Sangatte. 

The shuttle wagons on which 
passengers will drive their cars 
at either end of the tunnel for a 
35-minute journey will begin 
around the May 6 formal open- 
ing by Queen Elizabeth and 
President Francois Mitterrand. 

From the end of June, 
Eurostar passenger trains 
should run between London, 
Paris and Brussels for the first 
time ever. 

Chairman and chief execu- 
tive Sir Alastair Morton re- 
jected fears the tunnel would 


be a prime target for terrorist 
attacks, especially now the Ir- 
ish Republican Army has step- 
ped up its bombing campaign 
on mainland Britain. 

“People must forget the idea 
that terrorists can somehow 
blow up the tunnel, it is mas- 
sively strong. It is built to 
withstand a major earth- 
quake,” be said in an inter- 
view. 

Enrottmod will announce the 
prices for its Le Shuttle tourist 
service and freight service in 
January. 

Sir. Morton said the prices 
would be higher than ferry 
tickets to avoid a price war. 

“What good would it do us 
to drive them off the market? 
We would become a regulated 
monopoly. There are people 
who will use the ferries. There 
will be people who use the 
tunnel,” be said. 


But recent ferry price cuts 
and the opera ng delays forced 
Eurotunnel to cut its revenue 
forecasts again. 

It now expects 1994 revenues 
of £224.1 million ($341.4 mil- 
lion), £44 million ($67.0 mil- 
lion) lower than it expected in 
April and less than half what it 
expected in October last year. 

It 1995 revenue forecast fell 
by £32 million ($48.7 million) 
to £554.0 million ($844.1 mil- 
lion) and that for 1996 by £18 
million ($27.4 million) to 
£690.7 million ($1.05 billion).- 

“The point is that it’s a 
strong market we’re going to. 
The overcapacity that exists on 
the ferries today will disappear 
in the second half of next year 
when the ferry services unify,” 
Sir Morton said, predicting riv- 
al ferry companies P.O. Euro- 
pean ferries and Stena Sealink 
will pool ferry services. 


Italy privatisation claims first cabinet victim 


ROME (R) — Italy's tortuous 
privatisation process claimed it 
first cabinet victim Sunday 
when industry minister Paolo 
Savona resigned after being 
overruled in a public row over 
how to sell off state assets. 

A ministry statement noted 
that Prime Minister Carlo 
Azeglio Ciampi had sided with 
Mr. Savona's opponent in the 
dispute and said the industry 
minister had quit to ensure the 
government’s unity. 

The resignation of Mr. Savo- 
na, a respected technocrat, 
comes at an awkward moment 
for Mr. Gampi who is commit- 
ted to privatising a major Ita- 
lian bank by the end of the 
year and who feces a difficult 


parliamentary passage for his 
unpopular 1994 budget. 

Mr. Savona had emerged 
badly-bruised from a head-on 
clash on Saturday with Roma- 
no Prodi, powerful chairman 
of IRI (Istituto per la Ricostru- 
zione Industriale), the huge 
state holding that is Italy’s 
single largest 'company. 

In the dispute, Mr. Savona 
- openly favoured handing such 
jewels in IRI’s crown as its 
banks to a select group of 
investors while Mr. Prodi 
championed the idea of a pub- 
lic company to spread the own- 
ership among as many small, 
.shareholders as possible. 

Mr. Ciampi Saturday ex- 
pressed the government’s fall- 


confidence in Mr. Prodi after 
Mr. Savona had launched a 
savage public attack on the IRI 
chairman, blaming him for the 
delay in privatising its two 
banks, Banca Commercial e 
Italiana and Credito I tali ana. 

Mr. Savona fired the first 
shot Saturday, issuing a state- 
ment that criticised Mr. Prodi 
for speaking out on how state 
companies should be privatised 
and advising him to spend 
more time on sorting out IRTs 
grave problems. . 

A furious Prodi apparently 
threatened to resign and Mr. 
Gampi quickly issued a state- 
ment saying his industry minis- 
ter did not mean to censure 
Mr. Prodi. The premier fol- 


lowed this up with a second 
statement openly backing the 
IRI chairman. 

The real issue in this war of 
words is how will Banca Com- 
merdale Italiana be sold off 
sometime in 1994. Mr. Prodi 
has already said the other IRI 
bank, Credito Italiano, would 
be floated as a public company 
by the end of this year. 

Enrico Cuccia, the all- 
powerful mentor of the Italian 
merchant bank Mediobanca, 
has long had his eye on the 
prestigious Banca Commer- 
dale and wants some of the 
greatest names in Italian pri- 
vate industry and finance to get 
control. 


Kim to focus on S. Korea economic slump 


SEOUL (AFP) — President 
Kim Young- Sam, after focus- 
sing on his anti-corruption re- 
forms during most of his term, 
said be would now give top 
priority to redressing South 
Korea's economic slump. 

At a meeting with his 
cabinet ministers charged with 
economic affairs last week, 
Mr. Kim admitted that he had 
been too engrossed in pushing 
for reforms since taking office' 
in January to work on his new 
economy programmes. 

“But from cow on I will put 
all my energy to reviving our 
national economy," Mr. Khn was 
quoted by his spokesman as 
saying after ordering his eco- 
nomic ministers to map out a 
plan by early November to 
boost the nation's exports. 

Since taking office as the 
first civilian president in three 
decades. Mr. Kim has laun- 
ched a sweeping probe of cor- 
rupt officials and ordered a ban 
on the traditional use of aliases 
in financial transactions to 
wipe out tax evasion and bribe- 
taking. 

He was speaking after re- 
ceiving an official report from 
the state think-tank Korea De- 
velopment Institute (KDI), 
forecasting economic growth at 
4.5 per cent this year, far less 
than the government target of 


six per cent. 

The central Bank of Korea 
(BOK) was even more pessi- 
mistic, forecasting 4.0 per cent 
growth for this year. 

By all accounts, officials 
agree this year's growth will be 
lower than the 4.7 per cent rate 
registered last year under the 
outgoing government of presi- 
dent Roh Tae-Woo. That will 
make it the lowest in 13 years, 
analysts point out. 

The KDI report said the 
economic slow-down was 
largely due to the adverse 
effects of enforcement of the 
’‘real name system” banning 
the use of aliases in all financial 
transactions and a bad rice 
harvest caused by this year's 
unusually cool summer. 

However, the KDI report 
forecast growth at 6.5 to 7.2 
per cent next year, since in- 
vestment in facilities and 
equipment will increase by up 
to 4.5 per cent in 1993, in 
contrast to a 2.4 per cent de- 
cline this year. 

“Gearly, the economic per- 
formance was bad this year, 
but it will definitely be much 
better next year," said a senior 
official at the Economic Plan- 
ning Board, the government’s 
economic policy-making minis- 
try. 

KDI forecast a current 


account surplus of $2.1 to $2.2 
billion in 1994, as against this 
year’s expected defiat of $100 
mfllion. But private economic 
research institutes argued the 
favourable balance of pay- 
ments forecast for next year 
was too optimistic. 

According to Samsung Eco- 
nomic Research Institute 
Director Lira Dong-Song, the 
country was suffering from 
stagflation since consumer 
prices are forecast to rise by 
5.3 to 5.8 per cent this year 
despite the .economic down- 
turn. 

Last year, inflation was peg- 
ged at 4.7 per cent. 

Korea University Economics 
Professor Lee Pfl-Sang said the 
culprit for the stagflation was 
Mr. Kim's August decree im- 
plementing the real name sys- 
tem which obliged the central 
bank to release vast sums of 
money to compensate for a 
cash crunch. 

Meanwhile, South Korea's 
business conglomerates are so 
heavily indebted that interest 
payments leave them only with 
wafer-thin profits, a report by 
the BOK has showed. 

The debt ratio by 73 major 
subsidiaries of the 30 largest 
conglomerates is 433 per cent, 
the Board of Audit and Inspec- 
tion of the BOK said in the 


report submitted to the 
National Assembly. 

This means that the 73 sub- 
sidiaries were saddled with 
debts 433 times bigger than 
their equity capital, it said. 

It compared wife debt ratio 
of 147.3 per cent in the United 
States, 221.0 per cent in Japan 
and 97.9 per cent In Taiwan. 

The debt ratio of South 
Korea's top automaker, Hyun- 
dai Motors, was 463.5 per cent, 
and that of Samsung Electro- 
nics, file country’s largest semi- 
conductor and electronics 
.manufacturer, was 439.7 per 
cent. ■’ '■ J >7 

Interest payment for the 
heavy debts left the 30 con- 
glomerates with slim profits. 
Their returns on a total turnov- 
er of $210 billion was only 
$1.05 billion, or 0.5 per cent, 
last year. 

They also borrowed heavily 
from banks, accounting for 17 
per cent of all bank loans. 
Samsung topped the list, using 
a total of $5.4 billion of bank 
loans, followed by Hyundai 
with $3.7 billion. 

Hanjin, which owns 
Korean Air, came third with 
$3.3 billion, Lucky Goldstar 
ranked fourth with $3.2 billion 
and Daewoo fifth wtih $3.1 
billion. 


Banks want greater debt 
guarantees from Russia 

MOSCOW (R) — Western bank creditors are seeking greater 
guarantees from Russia on foreign debt repayments before 
concluding a rescheduling deal. Deputy Prime Minister Alexan- 
der Sbokhhi said Monday. 

“Russia is seeking equal treatment for all creditors,” be fold a 
news conference after talks in Frankfurt last week with commer- 
cial bank representatives. 

Mr. Shokhjn explained that the problem centred around the 
issue of sovereign immunity, with banks demanding that Russia 
gives this up before reaching a deal. 

If it did it would have to offer assets including natural resources 
and property, if it defaulted on debt repayments. 

“We will not accept the abandonment of sovereign immunity,” 
Mr. Sbokhin said. • • ' 

He said Russia-was due to pay $500 mfllion to the -so-called 
London Qnb of bank creditors this, year but it remained to be 
decided exactly bow modi had to be paid to each of the dub’s 600 
banks. Nevertheless he believed a deal could be reached within 
weeks. 


Omani firms to pay 
corporate tax in 1994 


DUBAI (R) — The Gulf oil- 
producing state of Oman will 
impose corporate taxes on 
Omani-owned companies 
starting next year. Trade and. 
Industry Minister Makboul Bin 
Ali Bin Scltan was quoted 
Monday as saying. 

Companies mil be charged 
between 5.0 and 7.S per cent 
corporate tax depending on the 
size of the firm and its net 
profits, the UAE newspaper 
A1 Khaleej quoted Mr. Satan as uyrag. 

Mr. Sultan said wholly- 
owned Omani firms had been 
exempted from taxes in the 
past to encourage investment 
in the local economy. The ex- 
emption was extended due to 
the economic downturn caused 
by the Gulf crisis and a lack of 
locally trained auditors. 

Mr. Sultan said this was no 
longer the case and “affirmed 
the government’s intention to 
implement file law on corpo- 
rate tax to take effect in 1994 


and be collected in 1995,” the 
paper said. 

A tax of 5.0 per cent would 
be charged on all net profits 
above 30,000 riyals ($78,000), 
rising to 7.5 peT cent for profits 
above 200,000 riyals 
($519,000). 

Companies with a paid-up 
capita] of less than 10,000 
Omani riyals ($26,000) would 
remain exempt, Mr. Sultan 
said. 

He said the taxes were 
needed to help the govern- 
ment “provide necessary ser- 
vices to Omani nationals,” and 
would not have an adverse 
affect on business in the sultan- 
ate. 

Mi. Sultan said Oman, a 
modest oil producer which 
pumps around 800,000 barrels 
per day of erode, had set a 
limit of 10 per cent for its 
budget deficit in die five year 
plan which ends next year. 


Eygpt’s SUIHIED 
alms to corner oil 
storage market 


CAIRO (R) — The Egypt- 
based SUMED oil pipeline has 
launched an ambitious plan to 
corner the commercial oil stor- 
age market in .the Mediterra- 
nean by nearly tripling storage 
capacity as a first stage, 
-SUMED's chairinatr said Sun- 
day. - 

Ali Nazih said construction 
of six storage tanks will begin 
early next year at the pipeline's 
Mediterranean terminal of Sidi 
Kereir, boosting SUMED's 
storage capacity to nearly 
seven mfllion bairels. ; 

He said the six new tanks 
will cost $47 million and take 
about 18 months to build. 
SUMED already has four 
tanks with storage of 2.4 mil- 
lion barrels. 

It is the first stage of plans 
which could expand the pipe- 
line's storage capacity to over 
10. mfllion barrels and build up 
Sidi Kereir as the main storage 
hnb in the Mediterranean. 


“For the Mediterranean 
there is no storage competitive 
to us. This is a first stage. 
Further development depends 
on how the market is, whether 
the firsr .stage, is . -folly con- 
tracted,' ' Mr. Nazih told Reu- 
ters in an interview. * 

Mr.' Nazih said be expected 
strong demand for the extea 
storage because SUMED com- 
missioned a feasibility study by 
the U.S. finn Bechtel and con- 
sulted clients, before making 
die decision. 

The study showed oil storage- 
in southern Europe was about 
22 million barrels compared to 
73 million barrels in northern 
Europe, although consumption 
in both areas was much the 
same. 

Mr. Nazih said pumping 
boosters installed by next A pail 
would raise pumping capacity 
to between 100 million and 120 
million tonnes a year depend- 
ing on how they tested. 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris 



“Your morning breath is really bad 
today, so i put toothpaste on your 
eggs instead of ketchup.” 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
i0 by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


L 

LYKIM 




□ 

L 




REVUC 

_ 






s 

MUFUG 



I 

_u 



BASURD 



□ 




THIS CALLS 
FOR THE AKMT! 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Printanswerhen: Q 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: BERT 


(Answers tomorrow) 
VOCAL MARKUP FROTHY 


Answer What they said when they held up mo shop — 
fork it over 




HOW OLD IS YOUR) ( 

'HE WOULDN’T) ' V ~V 

► THANK ME < 

porteu-incA 







Mutin’ Jeff 



fragile’ ’94 recovery 


PARIS (AFP) — The Hunga- 
rian economy, in the fourth 
year of market reforms, might 
decline further in 1993 but 
recovery should begin by the 
end of 1993 or in 1994, the. 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) has said. 

However, it said, prospects 
for recovery “remain frajgue... 
and depend on continued 
growth in exports in a slowing 
European market.” 

In a survey of the Hungarian 
economy, the OECD stressed 
that the focus of concerns had 
shifted dramatically over the 
past two years, with the budget 
deficit emerging as “file major 
macroeconomic imbalance and 
a complicating factor in 
Hungarian reform efforts.” 

The report highlighted the 
progress achieved since 1991 
with moves to free prices and 
trade, engineer a shift toward 
market-based credit and in- 
terest rates, and end govern- 
ment subsidies. 

But it acknowledged that the 
effect of the transition, and the 
“major shock” imparted by the 
collapse of trade with the for- 
mer Soviet Union and other 
partners in the Council for 
Mutual Economic Assistance 
(CMEA), had been “abrupt 
and wrenching.” 

Output dropped by 19 per 
cent in- 1991-92, the jobless 
rate soared from almost zero in 
1990 to 13 per cent, and infla- 
tion accelerated to touch 40 
per cent before slowing lo an 
estimated average of 20 per 
cent fins year. 

The report said that Hunga- 
rian authorities were now ex- 
pecting GDP to stagnate or to 
fell further — by up to three 
per cent — this year, mainly 

to weaker Weftenf^^ropean 
demand than initially forecast. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY OCTOBER 12, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The beat day of the mouth with 
five excellent aspects should be 
used wisely in whatever way you 
decide to improve immemue 
conditions around you. Conduct 
any discussion in a charming — 
spec ial locati o n. ‘ 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Private plans and arrangements, 
to gain more success in reducing 
your intimate goals to a reality 
can be achieved today but 
tonight don’t upset any apple- 
cart 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Get in touch with good friends 
who understand you very well 
and let them know your new (dan 
of life and accept their assistance 
for success. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You now find that you have a 
greater awareness of what one in 
power expects from you so go 
along with that persons wishes, 
tonight avoid public and lime- 
light. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get into whatever new 
interesting conditions arise that 
can be a good outlet for you to 
express your fondest expecta- 
tions, then join a peaceful group. 
LEO: (July 22 to August21) This 
is the moment for you to get into 
whatever obligations you have to 
understand them and any credi- 
tors and handle sensible, tonight 
don’t argue with mate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Whatever you have in 


ound concerning public expan- 
sion and a new image can be put 
into motion rightly but tonight 
don’t make changes in routines. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) A great day to get into , 
whatever creative ideas you want 
-rap-perfect or to put across; then [ 
you would be wise to avoid going 
■;ucnitj to see dose companions. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Think over whar 
your attachment most expects of 
you and try to carry through in as 
interesting a manner as you can, 
tonight avoid any extravagance. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Matters at 
borne can reach a new high in 
efficiency and operative skin dur- 
ing the daytime but tonight make' 
sure you don't force issues with 
anyone. 

i ■*.*»■ 1 • J ■ 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Let those with whom 
you have business contact know 
that you are alert to modern and 
up to date interests but tonight 
don’t get into any schemes. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Go after what yoa< 
want today with courage and' 
confidence and accept assistance 
of any good friends but tonight 
don’t be with a harping associate. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your own ideas and judge-, 
mem are excellent, and clear 
with good judgement and you 
can rely upon them today 
although tonight a bigwig could 
disappoint you. 



but also as a result of agricotai- 
ral production shortfalls. 
These were linked to last year's 
drought and disruption caused 
by changing ownership. 

While investment was ex- 
pected to stagnate this year, fr 
should pick up in 1994, assum- 
ing a quickening pace of priva- 
tisation and more favourable 
credit terns, as well as con- 
tinued foreign investment in- 
flows. . 

Two years ago, the key con- 
cern was Hungary’s low fore- 
ign exchange reserves and the 
servicing of its convertible cur- 
rency debt, combined with ris- 
ing inflation. 

However, the OECD report 
said, “unexpectedly strong 
foreign investment mid other 
capital inflows have allayed 
fears about the external ba- 
lance” and greatly eased the 
debt servicing problem. Fore- 
ign debt stood at $21.4 billion 
at fiie end of lost year, down 
$1.2 billion from end-1992. 

The recession, described by 
the OECD as “surprisingly 
deep,” was a major factor in 
Hungary’s ballooning budget 
deficit, and sustained econo- 
mic recovery could be 
threatened unless serious 
structural problems were tack- 
led. 

Hungary “cannot afford” its 
present, overly generous, sys- 
tem of social benefits and re- 
tirement payments, the report 
said, urging the government to 
tackle dais'' problem. 

Action was also needed to 
broaden “and more frilly col- ■ 
led” existing taxes — rather 
than introduce new ones — in 
order to check an erosion of 
public revenue. 

The OECD stressed the 
need to cut current fiscal 
spending to help reduce file 
government’s share in file eco- 
nomy. 


4 


firm'd 2 1 

jtjrfcrt' 

.5 ^ ' - 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 — Strip 
S Chinese gelatin 
9 Trawler's 
stopover 

14 Its symbol Is Fs 

15 Indian 

16 Rotated 
matamaly 

17 Stan gas 

18 Track string 

19 Played again 

20 Three Aflens 


24 Guido's note 

ZfiUsw 

29 Indistinct 

31 Space agey. 

35 0amtfwEaa 
husband 

38 Butting beast 

37 Gourmand 

38 Three 
Thomases 

42 — out 
(supplement) 

43 Perry's creator 

44 and hungry 
look" 

45 Loch- 
monster 

47 Trifle ' - - 

48 Covered with 
turf 

49 Huzzahl 

61 Pan ol a min. 

52 Three 
WUamses 



60 Rota 

61 Bock or lager 

63 Type of musical 

show 

64 Ho was slain by 
Cain 

85 Walking stick 
66 Appears 
.87 ■The— in Red" 
68PMnmet 

DOWN 

1 Martini 
tngraoem 

2 Godot war 

3 — suit 

4 Singer M'trray 

5 Emphasis 


B1933 TntMM U«U S«m_ i- 

6 Increases in size 

7 Flying prefix 

8 Decorate again 

0 Actress Streep 

10 Kind of show 

11 Weed 

12 Lat abbr. 

13 Auttwr Deighton 

21 Frenqh spa' 

22 Evil spelt 

25 Poet w.H. — 

26 Mala duck 
27 Feasts 

28 Author Fleming 

29 Smger Parton 

30 Dies — 

32 "L - — mkfl efun 

Fauna" 

33 ' — Mamer 
34 Suffering 

teSSlTL 50 Stringed 

ps* sr 

gsa- 


Yesterday's Pnafe Stevad: 


nnnS nnnn 

RnRn nnun 

norann nnnn 

niinra 

rnnnnn 

rinnH KEQnn nnnn 
rmHH n-Tinn 

nnran nr-inm nnnn 


56 Alphabet run 

57 r — “ 

SB I 

same 
59 Soon-to-be- 
grads. 

62 Data's to# 





■■ . 
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wvsuc am (Mb. imw - aonutn 

nurmni Mono / sum - • 

oRCJunns muon sous nucx list ran muni 11 / 10/1093 



coKnn'c kjmc 


TWOS 

vauna 


PSJEV. 

eusno run ma 


MM MB 

•xnDM rnriaw. urn 


HIMU EMI WESTIWT fhn. 

unnsmuL mvELWwnir i*h 

THt HOOHHC BBKK 

JOttAB RMUt MIX 

MM JOSOAB IHVESTMBtT BAH* 

JOKNUf ISLAMIC UB 

nnw BAn roR Minna a nvunnr 
BHUTTO BUB 

jchom irnmotT a ftmaks bam 

beit tuna. MvuGAiirvESTMurr ran hdobiw 
AHK ur bam roo mvtmnt 

ARAB BAM IMG COCTOMTlOM/JOMMUi 

ranjuMOPHU uvuinn Bam. 

JW«H Zraowincs 
ARABIA* BEAR niHMMI. 
jobdab pubhch UHMJKE 
arm Lin a AccxoBrr ihoramcs 

JORSAR OULF IMORAIKS 
■Jowm mw Et ic nuc K W> 

JORBAR BOTXL C TPP1H IK 
ARAB IHUJUUkTIOMAL BDTBU 
jorbar tooruh a m oamn . 

MATT ORAL RQBTT OUP UCW HIB 

REAL Knn lRVLETliBT 

prm aaxapnxau a BODiFMBim uum 

JOBOAB IVnaaUTXOMAI. TXASTMO CDRRR 
HACH SMART BOBIR. RBWTTSC 

jobdab mm rooMBAn 

OBI TUI fSDDUE BAST A 
ARM inn. FOR XjnUTWWT A EDOCATKRf 
TEE JOBDAB CBIEBT IRCTORiys 


JORBAR PBTMMBtBf RBF1MRB* 


JOHMR DAIRY 

TUB JOROAM FIFES- MARUf ALVURIBO 
8FZBBIB0 A HSAVIMC 

rafia raamu* 

vnu.i. DLABS UDDSniES 
OAF AL DANA DERUMR B nW ESTMEMT 

arab iguiaiMEF T a umtunoBAL tram 

ARAB ALDHUIHBf IMDOOTO’ 

ARAB PAFBB OOBVBSTZBO A TBADIBC 
JORBAR MEDICAL CORFpRATZDB . 

■ATIOBAL FUEL ZBOOBBCt 

IRTB HM B n nME FETBO-OmcXCAL UDOSHUUS 

UNIVERSAL CHDOCAL IKOOSTBIE* 

joRSAF iKumiMUS a hatcr/jimco 

jmiu FRBCART CCKJOTE T H MBTPT 

nnouL cRgf.E a win Munrnemuac 
jordar soLFso-amacALS 


MO. OF TRADES SBAREB ID FARAUEL MARKET 
TRADES BGUKE ZB X 
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ma 




139.500 

192.000 

189.330 

76(159 

6.400 

6.500 

6.430 

U.M0 

4-i2fi 

4. no 

4.000 

103,99? 

2.040 

2.040 

- 9.050 

00. 002 

4.100 

4.130 

4.060 

361. UB 

8.040 

4-100 


416.053 

3.320 

3.3M 

3.370 

3,450 

4.000 

4.070 

4.070 

7H.BI9 

4.100 

4,160 

4.140 


4.800 

4.320 

4.asd 

73, BOO 

4.6SO 

4.700 

4.700 

1,901 

a. 300 

6. ISO 

A. 310 

3,793 

4.500 

4.500 

4.450 


1.890 

3.930 

1.880 

4,141 

4.400 

4.(00 

4.560 

115.4B2 

2.770 

2. B10 

2.730 

4,400 

4.000 

4.000 

4.000 

748 

3-850 

2.990 

2.990 

33. MO 

3.660 

3.750 

3.640 

IBS. 

3. ISO 

3.100 

3.100 

370,400 

3.610 

3.600 


333,514 

3.470 

2.300 

2. 480 . 


7.100 

7.300 




3.200 

5.100 



D.B90 

0-890 

63,531 

4.160 

4.230 

4. 180 

1,670 

1.490 

1.670 

1.670 


1.070 

1.070 

1.040 

774 

2.070 

2.070 

2.090 

7M 

1.190 

1.190 

1-190 

3,130 

20.BSO 

21.000 

21.000 

41,032- 

2.290 

2.300 

2.280 

B, 817 

2.800 

2.BOO 

2.790 

519,554 

3.170 

3.390 

3.180 

BBS 

3.470 

3.SSO 

3.550 

10.522 

10.700 

10.750 

10.650 

93,432 

7. 840 

7.900 

7.900 

190.978 

11.700 

12.000 

11.850 

285,206 

B.900 

9.120 

8.950 

75,S4» 

7.540 

7.700 

7.720 

89.526 

2.910 

3.060 

3.060 

16.333 

3.860 

3.890 

3.800 

73,439 

2. BOO 

2.900 

2.B40 


2.430 

2.400 

2.410 


0- ADD 

0.400 

0.400 



17.600 



2.620 

2.660 



10.200 

10.400 




1.840 



0.340 

0.360 



3.330 

5.600 




4.000 



7.100 

7.200 




1.010 



0.420 

0.430 

0.440- 


S.700 

9.000 



3.390 

3.950 




2.610 



1.340 

1.350 

1.900 



2.720 


50,949 

. 3.490 

3.600 


5,303.471 


A 

f 


193213 



1 JD 

33200 

V 



Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times 
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••ratio* 


Cairo Amman Bank 


IM. DoNar la Iwrnmittaul Mai mi 


Chttcrc y 

New Vm*.. 
Cta . ac 

**•3/10/93 

. HORqKong 
. .. COoe-- 

““17/70/93 

Sterling FobmT 

•1.5345 

7 . 53Z-7 

Deutsche Mari 

1.6033 

7. 5927 

Swiss Franc 

7.4053 

7.407S 

Franck Franc 

5.6250 

5. 4094** 

Japaacw Yea 

704.05 

705.97 ‘ 

Earapcaa Currenj UnU 

7.1773 

7.1204 •• 


‘ USB rw STC 

" iinfia Opal* MBU. CMT 


Omtms U/10/199S 


iT-.-u 


'Currency • 

i iwnu 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

U.S. Dollar 

.-i3.00 

3.72 

3.12 

3.37 

Sterfiag Fwad 

5.57 

5.75 

5 .56 

5.50 

Deutsche Mark 

6.75 

• 6.53 

4.Z9 

5.27 

Swiss Franc 

4.63 

4.47 

4.23 

4.03 

French Franc 

7.72 

7. It 

6.75 

6.12 

Japanese Yen 

2.37 

2.37 

2.37 

2.37 

Earapcaa Currency that 

7.56 

’7.50 

7.25 

6.62 
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Metal 


USD/O* 


JDtfCaa 


USD/Ox 


JD/Gm 


GoW ] 300.75 f 7.10 

Saver ] 4.41 | 0.092 ] 

* a Kara 

» 

. 1 7/70/7993 

Currency 

BM 

Offer 

U-S. Doftar 

0.6330 .. 

0.6900 

Sterftog PMd 

1. 0559 

•7.0072 

Dcatscbe Mark 

0.4292 

0.4319 

Swin Franc 

0.4902 

0.4927 

French Franc 

0.1225 

0.1237 

Jipaawr Van’ 1 . 

0.6425 

0.6517 

Dutch GaUdcr 

0. 3322 

0.3247 

Swedfak Krona 



llaHra Ura° 

0.0434 

0.0436 

Bdgiaa i. Franc 
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Caneocy - 

BM 

Offer , 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.7920 

1.3330 

Lebanese Lira'* 

0.039375 

0.040550 

Saadi (Uysd 

0.7232 

0.1349 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2550 

2.3200 

Qatari Rlyal 

0.7264 

0.7276 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2050 

0.2220 

Omni Ri val 

7.7540 

7.7200 

UAE Dirham 

0.7264 

0.1276 

Gneb Drachma* 



Cypriot Pound 

7.3625 

7.3975 



LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


[“NICOSIA (R) — Oil ministers 
of Iran and Qatar which share 
the world’s biggest gas discov- 
ery, agreed Monday to set op a 
joint committee for coopera- 
tion in gas projects. Tehran 

jpdto said-'. - - 

Iran's Gholamreza 
Aqinadch and Qatar's Abdul* 
I ah Bin Hamad A1 Attiyah 
agreed to set op the panel 
when they met in Tehran. 

“Iran and Qatar want to 
cooperate in all aspects of gas 
including technical matters and 
in setting up oil derivative 


Iran, Qatar to cooperate in gas 


plants, such as motor o3, in 
both countries," the radio said. 

The North. Field. the world's 
biggest gas find estimated to 
hold np to 14 trillion cnbic 
metres (500 trillion cnbic feet) 
is located mostly under Qatari 
waters in the Gulf. 

Iran calls its part of the field 
South Pars. 

Mr. Aqazadeh said last year 
that South Pars boosted Iran’s 
gas reserves, already the 
world's second biggest after 
Russia, to 20 trillion cubic 
metres from 17 trillion (700 
trillion cnbic feet from 600 


Japan's slumping economy 
forces more job cuts 

been a severe challenge for the 
policy of lifetime employment 
followed by most large 


TOKYO (AP) — More than 
half-of Japan’s companies are 
slashing jobs to get through the 
nation's worst recession in de- 
cades, according to a govern- 
ment survey. 

The National Asabi news- 
paper said the survey of 1,000 
companies across the country 
conducted by the labour minis- 
try showed that 60 per cent 
have begim job cutbacks in the 
form of dismissals, layoffs, ear- 
ly retirements, reduced hiring, 
or limiting overtime work 
hours. 

Asahi said two per cent of 
■the companies have' slashed 
jobs . through dismissals and 
early retirements, six per emit 
through layoffs, and 22 per 
cent by stopping , or reducing 
new hiring. 

Another three per cent of 
the companies were planning 
to start dismissals and early 
retirements, it said. 

.The economic slump has 


Japanese companies. No major 
' companies have announced 
actual layoffs thus far, and the 
layoffs that have occnrred 
seem limited to smaller firms. 

Japanese companies gener- 
■ ally regard workers as an im- 
portant long-term resource and 
consider layoffs wasteful, par- 
ticularly in areas where years 
of training is needed. . 

But many analysts say a 
further deterioration in Japan's 
two-year economic slump, die 
worst sin ce the “oil shocks” m 
the 1970s, may force more 
companies to make layoffs. 

Japan's economy contracted 
at an annual rate of 2.0 per 
cent in the AprO-June quarter, 
a much worse performance 
than expected. No immediate 
relief is in sight, government 
officials say. 


trillion). 

Both Iran and Qatar, fellow 
members of the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries, are studying multi- 
bmion-doilar projects to de- 
velop gas exports mainly to 
Asia. 

Sheikh Attiyah, who is a 
member of OPEC's three-man 
compliance committee, praised 
the group’s latest output pact 
agreed last month as a fitting 
step to prevent oil prices from 
falling and urged -continued 1 
cooperation among members 
to boost oil prices. 

The Qatari minister also cal- 
led for talks between OPEC 
members and European coun- 
tries on proposed oil import 
taxes in Europe, the radio said. 

Sheikh Attiyah described 
the taxes as “a measure to 
solve financial problems of 
those countries at the expense 
of an economic catastrophe for 
oil producing countries.,” it 
added. ' 


U.S. seeks to boost farm 
exports to Arab Gulf states 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United States has stepped np 
a drive to boost farm exports to 
wealthy Gulf Arab states in a 
bid to cut a persistent trade 
deficit caused by its large oil 
imports from the region. 

The world's leading farm ex- 
porter is banking on its strong 
post-war relationship with Gulf 
Cooperation. Council (GCC) 
states and a steady growth in 
their food imports given their 
arid desert land. 

Annual U.S. farm exports to 
the' six-nation Gulf alliance 
have almost doubled to around 
$1 billion since 1985 and offi- 
cials expect the figure to in- 
. crease further after the open- 
ing of an agriculture office in 
the region. 

The agricultural trade office 
was opened in Dubai last 
month and it covers Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and the 


United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
The remaining GCC member, 
Saudi Arabia, is covered by an 
office in Riyadh. 

“U.S. form supplies to Gulf 
states have steadily increased 
and are expected to continue 
to grow in future given .their 
competitiveness," a statement 
by the U.S. embassy said. 
“The opening of the office in 
Dubai ' will help boost those 
exports as the emirate is the 
main commercial centre in the 
Gulf.” 

Official figures show U.S. 
farm exports accounted for 
more than 10 per cent of the 
total exports of $421 billion in 
1991. Japan is the biggest mar- 
ket for U.S. food exports. esti- 
mated at S8 billion. 

GCC states depend heavily 
on food imports, with their bill 
rising to $8 billion in 1992 from 
$7 billion in 1990 and $6.5 


billion in 1985, according to 
official Gulf figures. 

Although they have 
achieved self-sufficiency in 
some products, they remain 
heavily reliant on other sec- 
tors. In 1992, the GCCs im- 
ports of cereal stood at 2.8 
million tonnes while imports of 
rice stood at 770,000 tonnes, 
meat at 400,000 tonnes, dairy 
at 250,000 tonnes and sugar at 
470,000 tonnes. 

Most of their food imports 
come from the United States, 
France, Britain, New Zealand, 
India, South Korea, China and 
Australia, which alone supplies 
the six members with more 
than 700,000 live sheep every 
year. 

“The Gulf is a good market 
for several reasons,” the UAE 
daily A1 Bayan quoted Edwin 
Porter, director of the Dubai 
Agriculture Office as saying. 
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French 1L GEhifeif ic 


Abdoun 


TEL B1B864 


PETRA ELECTRONICS 

Tel:656206-613681 



WE’RE TRYING TO OFFER THE BEST 


Energy-saving lamps 
GLS lamps 25-200 W 
Candle lamps 
Low voltage halogen lamps 
Decorative lamps 
Special lamps 
Discharge lamps 
Spot lamps 

Fluorescent lamps and starters. 

Also available in Safeway 

Minwer Electrical 
Tel.: 613746/613622 
Fax.: 643746 







THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMGL AW FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS* 


on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


U-S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


13335/45 

1.5995/05 

1.7970/80 

1.4030/40 

34.68/75 

5.6050/50 

1584.1V53 

105.90/00 

7.9480/68 

6.9960/60 

63630/83 

513355/65 

$36030/36130 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs - 
French francs 
Tffliittn lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns . 


AMIN KAMARASONS 

W^TEL. 604676 6 ft 4696 ^ 
. P.O.BOX 7606 




Veritable Cuisine Franchise 
Live Entertainment 


685746 


Shmessani 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


Tel. No. 81 0605/BI 0609 
Fax NO. 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO pfeDtO 
stem 30 % larger 

* Free enlarge- 
20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823691 
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One visit will make you 
a steady , we bcHcvelll 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX .- 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 



French Cui& 


me 


Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 

Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 
Shmeisani-Near Babish 
Amman-Jordan 




Vs 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

AUTHENTIC CHMESE-CUWNE 
Elegant 
Colorful 
Atmosphere^ 

Moderate 
Prices. 

Shmeteanl 
Tel 660250 
open daiy 



' CHENS N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo. 
Supermarket 

Mongolia^ Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 


Off 



ouH 

' 120 . 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
burn afl great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China 
taperal by oar 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


Open daily for 
lurch & dinner 
Trite mg OTta 
Jabal AJ Hussein 
MHstty of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 
THT 


SZECHWAN EARBEN5 
EH1NE9E RESTAURANT 

Tn*»t 


TUra away is avaUaMe 

Shaf AJ-Arab Street 
Um Uttiatnah Commercial Centre 




•ncc Tested Afcwjjs Lcued, 



The first A belt 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 639968 





ASsalkstanram 
A Grand Mission 

AMnm Kindfhr Shopping Cenex, 
KwQwxmAfiiFMd Id. 812955 


(hi, hini I in /': 


RESTAURANT & GARDEN 


- Chinese, Thai, Ptiilliplno, Indonlslan & 
Malaysian specialities 

• Five branches all over the world and now one 

In Amman. 

- Live Band 

• World wide programmes VIA satellite 



Hours; 12 Norm 12 Midnight 
T' days a week 



THE SHMME8'TE8KACE 
BNOWCtttN 
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^MUHMtreMU 
MKITMKMMXM' 

TEL 654205 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive L u ncheon s 

Tate away service- 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the PMIedelphle Hotel 

Ibwaids 3rd end* 


Tel. 659519 o59520 


tfe riefies of Jordan, 
a little fiemcf a Rotd ^ 

fl-promise of 
first Cbss Sty k, 

Luxury and Comfort. 

Yassmin 
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2 ., HOTEL 
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4 ‘Whether it's business or pleasure, 
r zd&'dpo Beyond your expectations A 

to mafttyour stop a pleasant one. 
id Ctrde, Jabal Amman Tel 643216 Fax 643219 



Amman 

International Hotel 



Rest. 
Tel 841712/841713 


The Fhst Clan Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every roomJ 
"Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAI'OTEL 

,|j£«jljl= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTl JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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World News 



Greek Socialists face troubled 


economy after election victory 


ATHENS (R) - Veteran 
Socialist leader Andreas 
Papandreou met party officials 
Monday to discuss who should 
be in his cabinet and to set the 
course for Greece's troubled 
Economy after winning Sun- 
day’s election. 

Mr. Papandreou — brought 
down in 1989 by poor health, a 
public extramarital affair and 
corruption allegations — easily 
defeated bis old-time rival, 
conservative Prime Minister 
Constantine Mitsotakis. 

With 95 per cent of the vote 
counted, his Socialist Pasok 
Party was leading with 46.8 per 
cent. Mr. Mitsotakis's con- 
servative New Democracy Par- 
ty had 39.3 per cent. 

Analysts said the Socialist 
lead would mean about 170. 
seats in the 300-seat parlia- 
ment, to about 111 for the 
conservatives. 

“The people have spoken 
with a big ‘yes' to our proposal 
for a way out of the crisis and 
the reconstruction of our coun- 
try,” Mr. Papandreou, 74, said 
in a victory statement that fo- 
cused on Greece's ailing eco- 
nomy. 


Mr. Papandreou held a 
morning meeting, apparently 
to decide his cabinet after a 
long night of noisy celebra- 
tions, blasting airhoms, and 
booming firecrackers. 

The ailing economy and the 
ministers who would be re- 
sponsible for turning it around 
were discussed during the 
meeting, Greek radio stations 
reported. 

Mr. Papandreou’s campaign 
and victory speech focused on 
“an economic policy that will 
secure economic stability and 
economic development." 

Mr. Mitsotakis, 74, con- 
ceded defeat and announced 
he would start procedures for 
selecting his successor at the 
conservative party, honouring 
a campaign pledge. 

“We took tough but neces- 
sary decisions for Greece’s fu- 
ture and we paid the political- 
cost. I’m deeply concerned. 
The country is about to go 
through a period of trial," he 
said. 

Mr. Mitsotakis oversaw a 
severe three -and -a- half-year 
austerity programme which 
froze state wages, shed public 


sector jobs, raised utility costs 
and slapped a 50 per cent tax 
on petrol. 

But his tough policies were 
slow to produce results and a 
mouth of campaigning around 
Greece apparently failed to 
convince voters recovery was 
just around the comer. 

He painted Mr. Papandreou 
as a dangerous tax-and-spcnd 
Socialist who bankrupted 
Greece during eight years in 
power from 1981 to 1989. But 
the Socialist leader has since 
softened some of his most 
radical positions. 

European Community (EC) 
diplomats in Athens have been 
lukewarm to the idea of the 
unpredictable Papandreou 
back m power, especially be- 
cause one of his first tasks will 
be to oversee Greece’s turn as 
EC president, which begins in 
January and runs for six 
months. 

The last time the Harvard- 
educated economist held office 
be delighted in siding with 
radical developing states 
against his EC and U.S. allies 
and caused dismay among EC 
partners with his policies of 


heavy borrowing and free 
spending. 

Mr. Papandreou was handed 
a crushing election defeat in his 
try for a third term in June 
1989, dragged down by allega- 
tions of financial embezzle- 
ment and an extramarital 
affair. He also had open heart 
surgery. 

He had his second wife, 38- 
year-old Dimitra Liani, at his 
side when he claimed victory 
Sunday and praised her for 
standing by him during bis 
dark hours. They married 
shortly after his election defeat 
in June 1989. 

Mr. Papandreou and his 
government will be sworn in by 
President Constantine Kara- 
znanlis, perhaps Thursday. He 
must then call a confidence 
'vote in parliament within a 
week. 

In other election results, the 
Interior Ministry said the 
'nationalist Political Spring Par- 
ty, run by Mr. Mitsotakis's 
former foreign minis ter, had 
4.8 per cent, or about 10 seats. 
The hardline Greek Commun- 
ist Party had 4.5 per cent, or 
about nine seats. 


Russian 

parliament 

elections 


set for 


Dec. 12 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Elections for both chambers of 
the new Russian parliament 
are to be held on Dec. 12, 
according to a decree by Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin published 
Monday. 

Two deputies will be elected 
from each of Russia’s 88 con- 
stituent regions to sit in the 
upper house known as the 
Federation Council. 

The Lower House will be 
called the state Duma, the 
name it had under the Czars. 

The announcement came a 
day after a senior electoral 
official said all regions of the 
Russian Federation except 
Chechnya bad agreed to hold 
local legislative elections on 
Dec. 12, as called for by Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

Nikolai Ryabov, head of the 
government's Central Elector- 
al Commission, said all regions 
had sent in the papers needed 
to bold elections, except for 
Chechnya, in the Caucasus and 
which declared itself indepen- 
dent from the federation in 
1991. 

There were concerns that 
some regions which backed the 
dissolved Soviet-era parlia- 
ment in its recent clash with 
Mr. Yeltsin would refuse to 
hold December elections. - 

In particular the former 
Bashkir Republic expressed re- 
servations about holding bal- 
lots. Chechnya, which has had 
an ongoing dispute with Mos- 
cow, has never been recog- 
nised as independent by Mos- 
cow. 


Mr. Ryabov's comments 
came one day after Mr. Yeltsin 
ordered all of the federation's 
88 members, except for repub- 
lics, to set up new constituent 
assemblies, effectively doing 
away with the Soviets which 
have run Russia since 1917. 

Mr. Ryabov said the elec- 
tions would cost about 150-160 
billion rubles (5150 million) to 
organise. 

Meanwhile, a majority of 
people surveyed in Moscow, 
backed President Yeltsin's use 
of troopsc to suppress an 
opposition revolt, according to 
an opinion poll in this week's 
U.S. News and World Report. 

But the magazine’s poll said 
more than half doubted the 
end of the stand-off would 
accelerate moves towards eco- 
nomic and political reform, 
and almost two-thirds expect 
further bloodshed. 


The telephone survey of 560 
people said 62 per cent backed 
Mr. Yeltsin's use of the army 
to storm the Russian parlia- 
ment, while 90 per cent sup- 
ported his imposition of 
emergency nile in the after- 
math of the revolt. 

A slim majority backed his 
order closing down opposition 
political parties and newspap- 
ers. 

However, 64 per cent said 
they expected more conflict 
and bloodshed in Moscow and 
other regions of Russia. 

The poll was conducted Oct. 
5-6 by the Moscow-based Insti- 
tute for Comparative Social 
Research, in coordination with 
the magazine's pollsters. 


Russian authorities are tak- 
ing advantage of Moscow's 
state of emergency to crack 
down on the city’s so-called 
“black bums’* or illegal resi- 
dents. 


Khmer Rouge launches 
fierce Cambodia assault 


O-SMACH, Cambodia (R) — 
rrill 


Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
attacked a government-held 
town and surrounding villages 
in northwestern Cambodia 


Sunday, sending waves ofpeo- 


ple fleeing the renewed fight- 
ing. 

Hundreds of ragged men, 
women and children were seen 
streaming south from the area 
Monday. Villagers said many 
civilians were wounded. 

Major-General Sen Cham- 
rong, the local government 
commander, told Reuters 
Monday at least 16 rebels were 
killed in the attacks on the 
market town of O-Smach and 
eight other villages close to the 
Thai frontier. 

Thai military sources said at 
least four soldiers and six re- 
bels were killed. 

More than 2,000 civilians 
fled the town and villages, 
which Gen. Sen. Chamrong 
said were all destroyed. 

Soldiers said the guerrillas 
took three of the villages but 


government forces rebelled 


them at O-Smach, also known 
as O Samit, after a furious 


morning gun battle lasting 416 
hours which left the market a 


blackened, smoldering ruin. 

The road around the market 
was strewn with spent shell 
cases from small calibre 
weapons and recoilless rifles. 

Six soldiers were seriously 
injured in the assault, the com- 
mander said. 

He said the rebels had laun- 
ched the attack to relieve 
pressure on their northern 
stronghold of Anlung Veng 
and gain leverage in talks with 


the government proposed for 
next month. 

About 70 kilometres east of 
the .-town the Cambodian uni- 
fied army was tightening its 
noose around the strategic 
Khmer Rouge headquarters 
town of Anlung Veng. 

Local army commanders 
told Reuters the fighting would 
get worse if the Khmer Rouge 
rejected cooperation at the 
November talks, but there 
would be no concerted attempt 
to take Anlung Veng before 
then. 

The Khmer Rouge, which 
killed a million Cambodians 
during its rule in the 1970s until 
ousted by Vietnam's invading 
army, wants an advisory role to 
die government. The govern- 
ment says it must first end its 
insurgency. 

Gen. Sen Chamrong said the 
guerrillas' notorious northern 
region military commander, Ta 
Mok, had fled into the moun- 
tains from Anlung Veng, but 
was still directing the fighting. 

Government commanders in 
Samrong said they bad inter- 
cepted a message from him 
ordering the ambush of gov- 
ernment units. 

Gen. Sen Chmnong charged 
that the guerrillas involved in 
tire attack around O-Smach 
were given transport by the 
Thai army and launched part 
of their assault from Thai 
territory. 

He said Sunday morning 
Khmer Rouge soldiers were 
drinking with Thai soldiers 
gathered around the border 
checkpoint overlooking the 
market. 


5 die as rebels attack 


town in western Georgia 


SAMTREDIA, Georgia 
(Agencies) — Rebels opposed 
to Georgian leader Eduard 
Shevardnadze attacked a 
strategic western town Mon- 
day, killing five soldiers and 
hampering relief efforts for 
thousands of refugees trapped 
in the mountains. 

Tanks fired and artillery 
echoed outside the town of 
Samtredia, the latest front line 
to emerge from the conflict 30 
kilometres from Georgia's 
second biggest city Kutaisi. 
Officials in Samtredia, a town 
of 50,000 people, said five sol- 
diers were killed in the attack. 

The rebels support Zviad 
Gamsakburdia, a former 
Soviet-era dissident who was 
deposed as Georgia's first 
democratically-elected presi- 
dent in January 1992 by armed 
opponents accusing him of dic- 
tatorship. 

He has since returned from 
exile and his forces have cap- 
tured nine towns in his western 


homeland of Mingrelia, cutting 

ital Tbilisi's 


off the capital lmiisrs access 
to food and other European 
relief supplies coming to Black 
Sea ports. 

The fighting between gov- 
ernment troops and Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia's men has worsened 
the plight of Georgian refugees 
who fled from the Black Sea 
port of Sukhumi after it was 
captured by Abkhaz rebels in a 
separate rebellion last month. 

Government officials say 
some 10,000 refugees are trap- 
ped in the Svanetia Mountains 
between the Abkhaz-held 
coast and inland districts held 
by pro-Gamsakhurdia forces. 

Pro-Gamsakhurdia forces 
destroyed a television tower 
Sunday, blacking out broad- 
casts over mud) of western 
Georgia, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said. 

“The attack blacked out 


transmission to the whole of 
the Black Sea Auto nomous 
Republic of Adzharia,”!^ said - . 

Meanwhile, Mr. ' Shevard- 
nadze’s call for his country to 
join the Commonwealth of In- 
dependent States (CIS) has led 
to an open split in the Tbilisi 
leadership, with one party boss 
describing the move as 
“suicide." 

Georgy Dzfaanturia, head of 
the National Democratic Par- 
ty, said Mr. Shevardnadze 
should resign if he pressed 
ahead with plans to join the 
CIS, and appeared to issue a 
veiled threat to topple the 
Georgian leader if he did so. 

“It would be an act of 
suicide for Georgia and we are 
going to do everything possible 
to avoid it,” Mr. Dzhanturia 
said Saturday. “Whatever our 
situation, we must not sign a 
pact with Russia." 

Mr. Dzhanturia. who res- 
igned from Georgia's State of 
Emergency Committee in pro- 
test at the proposal, said be 
had made it dear to Mr. She- 
vardnadze that bis party would 
support him on condition that 
Georgia never joined the OS, 
whatever the pressure from 
Moscow. 

He warned that his party, 
which is well-armed and orga- 
nised and is considered the 
most powerful in Tbilisi, was 
ready if necessary “to take 
over functions of the state, 
which in fact no longer exist." 

Mr. Shevardnadze Friday 
said joining the CIS was “the 
last chance to save Georgia 
and avoid disintegration and 
civil war.” 

He asked parliament to sup- 
port the move following talks 
with Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, President Levon Ter- 
Petrossian of Armenia and 
President Geidar Aliyev of 
Azerbaijan. 


Ex-aide tells 


Thatcher: 


Shut up 
and back 


Major 


LONDON^ (R) — Margaret 


Thatcher's former pre^s 
spokesman said Monday the 
ex-premier should shut up- ab- 
out British politics and support 
her successor John Major. 


Sir Bernard Ingham, Mis. 
Thatcher’s abrasive press 
secretary from 297b until 1990, 
was' interviewed on HBC 
Radio after a. weekend furore 
over criticism' of former col- 
leagues in excerpts from her 
forthcoming memoirs, pub- 
lished in a Sunday newspaper. 

. y\sked what advice he would 
give, her, he said he would say: 
“You a^goifig to niake a lot 
of money-out of this book. You 
have got It out of your system. 
Now get on with running your 
foundation, touring the world 
and talking to people, support 
.John Major and shut up/’ 


He re-enforced the message 
in an article in Monday’s Daily 
Express headlined “take the 
money and run, Maggie". 

Mrs. Thatcher got damning 
notices ffprn former colleagues 
she savaged in the extracts 
from The Downing Street 
Years, her poison-tipped 
memoirs of more than a de- 
cade as prime minister. 


Friends- turned- foes Sunday 
accused her of writing a kind of 
“pseudo-history” ana of plain 
“cock and bull" in her recollec- 
tions of cabinet discussions and 
her removal m 1990. 

Sir Bernard, who won a 


reputation for fierce loyalty to 
sin office, 


his boss while she was i 
expressed support for her cri- 
ticism of former ministers Sir 
Geoffrey Howe, Nigel Lawson 
and Michael Heseldne. 

“As far as I can see Mrs. 
Thatcher has told the truth of 
what happened while I was 
there witii her. It accords with 
what I set down in my book,” 
he said. 


The Thatcher memoirs — to 
be published in full next week 
— have hung over Mr. Major 
as he is trying to unify his 
Conservative Party with a 
promise to return to “tradi- 
tional values” after a year of 
splits and policy .Upturns. 
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Greek Socialist leader Andreas Papandreou flashes elections Sunday. Mr . Papndmm is accompanied 
the r V* sign, after Ms victory hi the parliamentary by Ms wife D im i tr a (AFP pltoto) 


2 Americans win Nobel Medicine Prize 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Two 
researchers in the United 
States who independently disc- 
overed “split genes”, which 
could help find new ways to 
treat -diseases such as cancer, 
won the 1993 Nobel Medicine 
Prize Monday. 


The .Nobel Committee of 
Sweden’s Karolihska Institute, 
whids awards the annual prize 
under the will of the inventor 
of dynamite atad philanthropist 
Alfred Nobel, gave it to Brit- 
ish-born Richard Roberts ami 
American Phillip Sharp. 


Dr. Roberts and Dr. Sharp, 
working at different research 
laboratories in 1977, indepen- 
dently discovered that, a gene 
could be composed of several 
separate segments, rather than 
one continuous one as pre- 
viously thought.. 

“The discovery of split genes 
has been of fundamental im- 


portance for today’s basic re- 
search in biology, as well as for 
more medically oriented re- 
search concerning the develop- 
ment of cancer and other dis- 
eases,’' the Karoliuska said. 

The institute said the two 
men’s discovery “has changed 
our view on bow genes in 
higher organisms develop dur- 
ing evolution. The discovery 
also led to the prediction of a 
new genetic process, namely 
that of splicing. ...” 

Professor Gosta Gahrton, a 
professor of medicine at the 
Karolinska, told reporters: 
“Their discovery means we 
know more and gives us the 
possibility of finding more 
treatments.” 

The discovery of split genes 
“does not give us cures, but the 
possibility to know how we are 
going to do therapy with genes 
in the future,” Prof. Gahrton 
added. 


Dr. Roberts, 50, was born in 
Derby, England, graduated 
from Sheffield University and 
later worked as a research 
associate- at Harvard Uni- 
versity. 

In 1972 he started work at 
Cold Spring Harbour Labora- 
tory where he carried out the 
prize- winning research. Since 
1992 he has been research 
director at New England 
Biolabs, Beverly, Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Dr. Sharp, 49, bora in Fal- 
mouth, Kentucky, gained a 
doctorate in chemistry at the 
University oif Illinois, Urfoana. 
He also researched at the Cold 
Spring Harbour Laboratory, 
between 1971 ana 1974, then 
moved to the Massachusetts 
Institute of Techno! 

Since 1991 Dr. 
been head of the Department 
of Biology at tire MIT in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts. 


Pakistan rivals scramble for allies 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Benazir 
Bhutto, leader of tire biggest 
party in Pakistan's hung parlia- 
ment, and rival ex-Premier 
Nawaz Sharif held frenetic 
meetings with potential allies 
Monday to be the first to form 
a coalition government. 

“I think we have the centre 
sewn up,” said a spokesman 
for Ms. Bhutto, whose Pakis- 
tan People’s Party (PPP) vic- 
tory in two of four crucial-? 
provincial elections Saturday 
virtually assured her of the 
regional support she needs to 
recapture die post of prime 
minister. 

The spokesman said Ms. 
Bhutto’s PPP and its main ally, 
with 92 seats in the 217-seat 
National Assembly, had won 
the support of several indepen- 
dents and smaller parties, rais- 
ing their total to 106. They 
need 109 for a majority. 

“We are confident we can 
now win over the FATA 
(Federally Administered Trib- 
al Area) representatives,” be 
said. The eight lower house 
members from tbe semi- 
autonomous tribal regions 
bordering Afghanistan tradi- 
tionally throw in their lot with 
whichever party forms the gov- 
ernment. 

Ms. Bhutto, 40-year-old 
daughter of Pakistan’s first 


popularly elected prime minis- 
ter and ffie Muslim world’s first 
elected woman leader, said 
Sunday she was confident of 
forming the government in 
Islamabad and m tbe two most 
populous provinces of Punjab 
and Sind. 

She telephoned her rival Mr. 
Sharif late Sunday and con-' 
gratulated him as runner-up, .a . 
spokesman said. J ” • 

“I look forward to working 
in cooperation with you,” a 
spokesman quoted Ms. Bhutto 
as saying. “We expect to form 
a government and we hope you 
will cooperate as leader of the 
apposition.” 

Mr. Sharif told Ms. Bhutto 
he too was trying to form a 
government 

Ms. Bhutto was sacked from 
.the prime ministership three . 
years ago on allegations of 
misrule after just 20 months in • 
office, but her charisma and 
family name gave her a head 
start over rivals in last Wednes- 
day’s national elections. 

She said she would be able 
to prove her parliamentary 
strength when the new Nation- 


seats and was wooing smaller, 
independent parties. 

Mr. Sharif, who won in a 
third province in Saturday’s 
dosely contested elections, cal- 
led a meeting of his newly 
elected members of parliament 
in Islamabad and was in fight- 
ing mood. . . . 


“We are as strong as anyone 
dse/ hetoldReuters, “we are 
as powerful as any other party. 

“Whoever forms a govern-' 
ment will have to seek the 
support of smaller parties and 
groups and we arc trying also.” 
With large oppos i t io n par- 
ties in the two provinces that 
Ms. Bhutto won, Mr. Sharif 
looked certain to prove a tough 
opponent in Pakistan’s highly 
personalised and Machiavel- 
lian politics. 


al Assembly votes for a house 
leader on OcL 19 despite the 


hung parliament elected 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Sharif’s Pakistan Mus- 
lim League (PML) gained 72 


Asked bow he would work if 
in opposition, Mr. Sharif re- 
plied: “As the opposition 
usually behaves — not as in 
Pakistan but as in Western 

coun tries.” 

As .opposition leader, Ms. 
Bhutto launched a campaign to 
topple Mr. Sharif and, allied 
with former enemies, finally 
forced has resignation in July. 
Mr. Sharif himself had been 
chiefly responsible for Ms. 
Bhutto’s fall from office in 
1990, 


Angolan rebels ‘plan’ attack on Cuito 
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LUANDA (RT— The Ango- 
lan government accused UN- 
IT A rebels Monday of mobilis- 
ing a 1,000-strong force for an 
imminent attack on the be- 
sieged central highland city of 
Cuito. 

Government military 
sources in Luanda told state- 
run media UNIT A was con- 
centrating the men around the 
nearby towns of Andulo, 
Camacupa and Chinguar. 

“It appears they are prepar- 
ing a serious attack,” said one 
military source quoted by the 


state news agency An gap. 

No other (retails were given. 

The government says 20,000 
people, mostly, civilians, have 
died from wounds, disease and 
hunger since UNIT A began its 
siege of Cuito nine mouths 
ago. The casualty figures can- 
not be independently con-, 
firmed. 

Fighting has died down con- 
siderably in Cuito since UN- 
ITA (National Union for the 
Total Independence of Ango- 
la) declared a unilateral cease-' 
fire last month. The govern- 


ment and many diplomats have 
dismissed the truce as a sham. 

International humanitarian 
groups say security has pre- 
vented them from flying in 
urgent supplies and that except 
for sporadic government air 
drops Cuito is being starved of 
food and medicine. 

The U.N. special repre- 
sentative in Angola, Alkrone 
Blondin Beye, said Sunday his 
organisation had government 
permission to. resume aid 
flights but he was still awaiting 
guarantees from UNITA. “ 


Divers pull bodies from crowded Korean ferry 


WI ISLAND, South Korea (R) 
— Divers searching in murky 
waters . for scores of bodies 
trapped m a sunken South Ko- 
rean ferry dragged 12 corpses 
from the wreckage Monday, 
bringing to 56 the number of 
those confirmed drowned. 

The 110-tonne Seohae, 
packed with holidaymakers, 
fishermen and islanders, sank 
Sunday morning in high waves 
off Puan County on the west 
coast, 240 kilometres south of 
Seoul. 

A total of 67 passengers 
were plucked to safety Sunday, 
but no more survivors were 
found Monday. 

There was no passenger list 
for the ship, which was 
licensed to cany 207 passen- 
gers, and estimates of the num- 
ber of dead still inside its three 
decks varied widely. Many of 
them were women and chil- 
dren. 

“1 am afraid 100 or more 
people are trapped inside,” a 
police officer in Puan said. 

Survivors and islanders said 
the ferry was so packed the 


number of people missing 
could be higher. One survivor 


said passengers were crammed 
so dose be could hardly turn 
around. 

Lee Hwi-Chon, a National 
Assembly member who 
travelled to Puan County to 
investigate the disaster, told 
reporters the ship might have 
had more than 300 people 
aboard. 


A maritime police spokes- 
man said efforts to bring the 
rest of the bodies to the surface 
would go into full swing late 
Monday when a 2,000-tonne 
naval tug arrives to try to re- 
float the ferry from the seabed 
15 metres (50-feet) down. 

Hundreds of soldiers, sailors 
.and airmen on patrol ships and 
helicopters took pan in rescue 
operations launched when the 
ferry sank 20 minutes after it 
left Wi Island for the small port 
of Kyeogpo on the mainland 20 
kilometres away. 


waves. 

Many of those who lived 
were flung from the decks into 
the sea. They reported pande- 
monium on the lower decks, 
where scores of passengers and 
crew were trapped. 

The main opposition Demo- 
cratic Party (DP) demanded 
Prime Minister Hwang In-Sung 
and the cabinet resign to take 
responsibility for the ferry 
tragedy and other disasters 
that have struck the nation this 
year. 


dent was still unknown but the 
ship may have been over- 
loaded. Police said tire crew 
did not have a headcount. 

The ferry was built in 1991 
and operated by a private 


and operated by a private pro- 
vincial company, Seohae Ferry 
Company Ltd of Kunsan. 


President Kim Young-Sam 
ordered a thorough investiga- 
tion. 


Survivors said the boat over- 
turned and went down short! 
after it was engulfed in hi 


“There has been a chain of 
accidents since the government 
was formed in February, so 
every cabinet member should 
resign to remove the anxiety of 
the people and to restore disci- 
pline among public servants," 
a DP spokesman , said. 

Mr. Hwang, who travelled 
to Wi Monday to oversee res- 
cue operations, told reporters: 
“I have no words to express my* 
sorrows and feel deeply re- 
sponsible for the mishap.” 
Local officials told Mr. 
Hwang tbe cause of the acd- 


. “It is -deplorable to meet a 
disaster again, though I have 
repeatedly stressed the need 
for safety measures against 
such accidents,” Mr. Kim was 
quoted as saying by the domes- 
tic Yonhap News Agency. 

News reports said Transport 
Minister Lee Ke-Bc might be 
replaced soon.. 


• Among the missing were ab- 
out 10 government officials 
from tbe Economic Planning 
Board who were returning 
I™ 1 ” a p*cmc. Three other 
-board officials survived. 

Some 80 cars belonging to 
missing holiday makers sat un- 
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Russian 
turn ship into 
floating currency 



LONDON (R) Hangup: * 

Russian sailors sold mufonos, j. / 
cap badges and naval equip-* -J. 
ment when they visited Braain J '» 
to rustle up cash to buy radios,! * - 
stereos, CDs and electro ap.; £ 
pliances to take home. Mod-’ , 
day's Times newspaper re- 
ported on its from 


when tbe Russian 


“Gan gut” docked is > 

mouth, in southwest England, 
its crew poured ashore to hawk 
their wares with the enthu- 
siasm of true capitalists... ‘Tte 
Russian lads were a m az in g. 

They turned the town into, one 
huge market,” one Ioc& resi- 
dent, who had bought a cap 
from a sailor told the Times, 
‘literally everything they bad ! 

(on die ship) which was not | - 

nailed down seemed to bfc on • •: 

sale.” On Sunday the Gangs! ■ 
s^t sail for home, a little lower ' 
in the water with it s weight of ; r 
booty bought from British de- j 
partment stores, which will be I 
sold in turn in the. streets and . £}: 
bars of Russia at considerably ; 
higher prices. The Times • 
added: “Tbe crew will be 


K->: 
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Mi W * 


V 


praying that the Russian De- 
fence Mini 


.joce Ministry takes a lenient ; 
view of its property being used ; 
as hard currency.” I 


Survey: Most 
Tokyo residents, 
are xenophobic 






TOKYO (AFP) — Most 
Tokyo residents are xenopho- 
bic, have a poor impression of * ■- 
foreigners living in the I 
Japanese capital are con- J 
cerned about their growing ; - . 

numbers, a survey said. Re- ■ f ! ~ 
spondents complained that SfUF' ~ 
foreigners did uot respect . 

Japanese rules and habits, had ; 

bad mannas and congregated in • . . ;: i — - 

large groups, the survey said. 1 

The survey, published in tbe : ; 

Mainichi newspaper, was car- - 

ried out by the Tokyo Gty ■ 

Government among 3,000 rea- ; ; 

(tents of three districts in the : . 

capital with high concen- ' , .. 

nations of foreigners. With- 
out giving the exact percentage - ' _ . _ . 

of respondents hostile to fore- ~ 
igners, the Mainichi said two 
thirds of those questioned had 
opposed an increase in the 1.3 
million-strong foreign- popular 
tfcrt. The overwhermihj* 

-majority of forei$idtftu£&tyu$ 
legally in Japan are from other 
Asian countries, with Ameri. 
icans numbering 50,000 arid 
Europeans 30,000. Authorities 
say 290.000 foreigners are in 
the country illegally. Many of 
them in the c on str uc tion indus- 
try and jobs Japanese consider 
dangerous or dirty. 
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Snake sends 
driver slithering 
toastop 




LONDON (R) — A British 
woman found her hire car 
came complete with an unwel- 
come extra — a deadly boa: 
constrictor. The snake, which 
crushes its prey to death, 
stitbered along the wind- 
screen of the Ford Escort as 
she was driving near Catterick 
in northern England Saturday. 
Terrified, she scrambled from 
the car and phoned police, but 
by the time a patrol arrived, 
the snake had disappeared into 
die car's ventilation system. 
Police and the owner of a local 
pet shop were unable to re- 
trieve the snake so- tbe car was 
transported to the hire com- 
pany’s depot in York. Farther 
attempts were planned to catch 
tbe reptile, there was no im- 
mediate explanation of where 
it .came from. “Understand- 
ably the woman wasn't going 
to get back into the car for 
‘anybody," said a police 
spokesman. 





m 










- t 


ifc. 


Australians 
unearth giant 
reptile skull 
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PERTH 


(R) — Australian 
legists have unear- 
thed a skull of. a giant reptile . 
thought to be 110 million yeas ■ 
old and so heavy it had to be - 
lined out by helicopter- I 
Palaeontologist John Long of 1 
the Western Australian •; 
Museum said Monday, jhe - 
complete and undamaged skull- * 
-measuring ha!f a metre (20 ; 
™*cs) from the back to the tip : 
of the snout — was believed to j 
oc either a dinosaur or a 
®anne reptile. The skull, dat : - I 
tng from the early Cretaceous * 
I*nod (1464s million years - 
the Mesozoic Eiaf^s— ' 
J5 md Poking out of a 200 
“Jgraramc block of sandstone ; 
last week near the isolated i 








town of Kaibani, 600 
Jdometres north of Perth- £ 
"Jwsis one of the best skn& ; 
of a Mcso^c ^ ^ 

on the Australian conti,: i 
t *?_*!*’{ 


i n Austi^aTSBtotar^ X 1 

>» 
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MEWS IN BRIEF 

Seles may play at Australian Open 

MELBOURNE (R) — Monica Seles plans to defend her trfle 
at the Australian Open in January. Her first Grand Slam event 
si nce bang stabbed at a tournament in Germany lag April. 
Australian tennis officials said Monday. “All indications are 
that Monica Seles will defend her title, despite her long break 
due to the horrific stabbing in Hamburg' earlier this year,” 
Tennis Australia President Geoff Pollard told a news confer- 
ence. “I spoke to her manager during the week who told me 
that Monica had her sight very definitely on a comeback in 
time for the open ” Pollard said. Last week Seles’s agents 
confirmed the 19-year-old would play in Dublin in December, 
her first appearance since a spectator stuck a meat-trimming 
knife into her back at the Hamburg Open. “She has a lot of 
computer points at stake and doesn't want to mss another 
Grand Slam *’ Pollard said. Pollard said the men’s and 
women’s events at the open from Jan. 17 to 30 would each 
include 18 of the world’s top 20 ranked players, with total 
prizemoney of Australian dollars 8.16 million ($5.35 million). 

Senna, Hill to drive for Williams 

LONDON' (AFP) — Ayrton Senna will team up with Damon 
HOI for the all-conquering Wflhams-Renauh team in next 
year’s Formula One World Motor Racing Championship. 
Williams said Monday the triple world champion from Brazil 
would replace. Feodunan Alain Prost afro is retiring after 
winning his fourth world tide. Hill, son of the late Graham 
Hill, has won three Grands Prix for Williams on his first year 
in the big time. Both men are 33. Senna is leaving McLaren 
with whom be won bis third world tide in 1991 because the 
team were unable to find an engine supplier to rival the 
Renault partnership with Williams. McLaren’s problems 
started when Honda pulled out of Formula One raring. 
McLaren, who have signed a deal with Peugeot for next 
season, have yet to name a replacement for Senna. Prost 
returned to Grand Prix raring with W illiam* when Nigel 
Mansell went to the United States this year and became the 
first man to win Formula One and Indycar Championships in 
successive seasons. 

Delecour forges ahead in San Remo Rally 

SAN REMO, Italy (AFP) — French driver Francois De- 
lecour, trying to dose the gap in the World Championship on 
Juha Kankunnen, forged ahead after the first five specials here 
Monday in the San Remo Rally. The Finnish driver has not 
been entered by his Toyota team who secured the world 
constructors tide during die Rally of Australia. Delecour led 
Italy’s Piero Liatti (Subaru Legacy) by 59 seconds and Ford 
Escort teammate Massimo Biaskm of Italy by lmin 7sec. The 
1.726km rally finishes Wednesday. 

Joe Montana, meet Joe Montana 

KANSAS CITY, Missouri (AFP) — Twenty-two of tbe 28 
inhabitants of Joe, Montana, wound up their weekend visit 
here by watching the Chiefs-Bengals NFL game. But their 
town's namesake was not in action. Chiefs quarterback Joe 
Montana sat out the game with a pulled hamstring, but the 
* Joe, Montana, residents did not seem to mind too modi. “It's 
like we’ve been in Oz and we've got to go back home 
tomorrow to Kansas,” said Wayne Rieger, town derfc and fire 
chief in the tiny village of Joe, in southeastern Montana, which 
changed its name from Ismay last summer. The visitors met 
Montana and his wife in a meeting dosed to the media at the 

S uarterback’s insistence. “We spent about a half-hour with 
oe Friday,” Rieger said. “He came out and told os he was 
very pleased with what we were doing, except sometimes be 
just (foes not know what to say when foe press asks him about 
'it because all his teammatea-tease item.” Rieger said?Monta- 
nas’s absence from Sunday’s game was a bit disappointing. 
“But that can’t tarnish the great times we’ve had,” he added. 
Rieger said the town of Joe had asked Joe to come visit any 
time. “He said he has friends in Montana he hopes to get to 
see, and he may get over to see us,” Rieger said. 

Boxer remains in coma 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Qarimundo Silva remained in a 
coma in critical condition, two days after his national 
middleweight tide bout .that was stopped in the eight round. 
Silva, 36, dipped into the coma after the referee stopped his 
fight and awarded the victory to 27-year-old Ezeqrriel Pabcao, 
who won all seven previous pounds. Silva, a former South 
American champion, was taken to a hospital in Sao Paulo, 
where the fight was held, and received emergency surgery. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCN 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
—Both vulnerable, as South that action. 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KQ10S 9AQIB OVotd *AKJ62 
Your right-band opponent opens 
the bi ddin g with one diamond. 
What do you bid now? 

A^— 1 TUeisa matter of system. If 
you play that an immediate cue-bid 
of opener’s rent is a game-forcing 
takeout, this is. the hand for such 
action. If you use the immediate 
cue-bid for some other purpose, 
then you must start with a takeout 
double and cue-bid on a subsequent 
round. 


Q.4 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

4KJ62 9AQJ10 0KQ9 *Q8- 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 0 Pass 1 <7 Pass 

7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You bare an excel lent hand 
with BUDeih trump support, but it is 


then you mint start with a takeout not quite good enough to insist an 
double and cue-bid on a subsequent game, especially since the queen of 
round. clubs might not be a working card. 

__ — _ __ in vite game by pimping to three 

QJ2 — ’As South, vulnerable, you hearts. 
hnl* 

4A98532 97 0J87 *A72 Q.B — Aa South, vulnerable, you 

The triddmg has -proceede d. hold: 

North East Sooth West AAKQ62 91066 OKJ5 *J9 

10 Pan 1 • Pass The bidding has proceeded: 

3 0 Peer 3 * Pass Sooth West North East 

3 NT Pass 7 . It Pass 3 9 Pass 

t ? 

What action do you take? What do you bid now? 

A.— -With two aces, a singleton and A. — You have a known eight-card 

thr ee trumps beaded by an honor, fit in a major suit, and there’s no 
slam 'prospects are prannsing, per- Tonnnn why you shouldn’t teD pert- 

hapeeven a grand shun. Start off by nor about it right away. Raise to 

bidding four diamonds. When you three hearts. 


What action do you take? 

A. — -With two aces, a s in gl et on and 
three trumps beaded by an honor, 
glam-proapecta are prorajafag; per- 
haps own ft grand ohm. Start off by 
bidding four djammuh. When you 
take out "Of -game into a minor-sort 
partial that's* strong bid, indicat- 
ing lofty a mh i t i o n a . 

QS— -Neither vulnerable, as South 
yon hold: 

•KM 9A109 . 0862 4QJ62 
The bidding haa proceeded: 

North East - Sooth West 
1* 1? ? 

What do you bad now? 

A. — -Clearly, it’s a choice between a 
dub raise and (me no trump. With 
your balanced lOpoints, if your mde 
haa a game, it h most likely to be in 
no tramp, so why not telL pa rt ne r 
that immediately? Bid one no 
trump. You hold a marimum for 


Q.6 — Both vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: . 

6QJ10 9A8732 ' CK83 #107 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

10 Dbl Pass 7 

What da you bid now? 

A. — If you elected to bid one heart, 

it's time to dust off your bidding 
primer. Since you would have to bid 
one heart with nothing in your 

hand, yon must do som eth i ng better 

with 10 high-card poi nt s, even 
though three of them represent the 

long in the enemy suit. Jump to two 

hearts. That’s simply value-show- 
ing, sot forcing. 



PACINO — in 

SCENT OF A WOMAN 

Shows: 1230. 3:15, 6:15, 9 



Casablanca hero lots Morocco play it again 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
When AWessalem Laghrissi 
stopped to conquer in Casab- 
lanca this weekend he became 
an instant national hero , in 
Morocco, and a villain in the 
rest of Africa. 

. A diving header from 
La ghrkri soon after halftime 
gave Morocco victory over 
Zambia, and a third appearance 
in the World Cup finals. 

Every African nation 
wanted Zambia, who lost 18 
players in an air crash off 
Gabon last April, to secure the 
point which would have taken 
the rebuilt team to the finals 
for tee first time. 

.But Morocco, who seven 
years’ ago became tee first 
.African nation to progress 
beyond the first round at the 
World Cup finals, refused to 
be swept aside by a tidal wave 
of Zambian emotion. 

After a dis ap po in t in g 1990 
World Cup campaign, wind) 
ended in first round elimina- 
tion. Morocco plunged to new 
depths in tee 1992 African 
Nations* Cup finals. 

Needing a victory over Zaire 
to reach the second stage. 
Morocco snatched an 89th mi- 
nute lead only to concede a 
goal straight from the restart. 

The team returned home in 


disgrace. German coach Wer- 
ner Oik was fired, and ageing 
heroes like goalkeeper Badon 
Zaki and striker Aztz Bouder- 
bala were consigned to the 
scrapbeap. 

A World Cup draw which 
paired Morocco with tradition- 
al rivals Tnnisia presented 
problems, but tee lions of the 
Atlas squeezed through after 
their rivals dropped a point in 
Ethiopia. 

Morocco made a poor 
second round debut against 
Senegal in Casablanca, 
Mohammad Charmed netting 
the only goal just six minutes 
before the final whistle. 

But after tinting n Zambia, 
Morocco raised their game to 
triumph convincingly in Seneg- 
al, ana set up a thrilling finale 
against Kalusha Bwalya- 
inspired Zambia. 

Nourredine Naybet, one of 
several French- based profes- 
sionals in tee team, ■ is the 
defensive kingpin of Morocco, 
who have impressive midfiel- 
ders in Mustapha A1 Haddaoth 
and Racfaid Daondi. 

Up front, Chaouch is the 
dangennan, having scored five 
of the 19 goals in the qualifying 
campaign while Daondi and 
Yunes Fertout struck three 
each. 


Zambia appealed to FIFA, 
tee world soccer’s governing 
body, Monday for their World 
Cup qualifier against Morocco 
to be replayed. 

The Zambian FA blamed 
the Gabonese referee for their 
1-0 defeat in Sunday's match in. 
Casablanca which eliminated 
them from the World Cup. A 
draw would have seen Zambia 

a to the fiahls being 
text year in the United 

States. 

“We hope FIFA will agree • 
to our suggestion that we have 
a re-match,” Adrian Bauleni. 
The general secretary of tee 
Football Association of Zam- 
bia (FAZ), told Reuters. 

WORLD CUP 

Bauleni criticised the 
Gabonese referee and lines- 
men for being “poor, biased 
and intimidatory. ’ 

The' move is the latest in a 
war of words between Zambia 
and Gabon, Zambia lost 18 of 
their top players and officials 
in a. plane crash just off the 
Gabonese coast in Aprio. 

Since then Zambia has ac- 
cused Gabon of foiling to 
cooperate in investigating the 
crash and last monte Zambia 
asked FIFA to appoint a new 


referee for the match in 
Morocco, saying Gabonese 
officials would not be neutral. 

Soccer fans flocked to the 
FAZ offices Monday, many 
angry about the way the match 
was officiated. 

The majority of them felt 
Zambia should have been 
awarded a penalty in the dying 
moments and that the referee 
had ignored several fouls on 
Zambians.. 

Meanwhile, Francois 
Omam-Biyik made a timely 
return to the centre stage at the 
weekend to ensure Cameroon 
became the first African nation 
to reach successive World Cup 

finals- . 

The French-based profes- 
sional scored twice before half- 
time as the Indomitable Lions 
devoured Zimbabwe 3-1 in 
front of 80,000 fans 
shoehorn ed into a stadium 
buQt for considerably fewer. 

■ Omam-Biyik beaded the 
goal which gave the Central- 
African nation a sensational 


victory over defending cham- 
pions Argentina in tee opening 
match of the 1990 finals in 
Italy. 1 

He had foiled to. score in 
seven qualifiers but struck ter- 
ror into the heart of Zimbabwe 
goalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar 
on an OmnispOrtS stadium pitch 
made treacherous by rain. 

Unlike their 1990 campaign 
when they had to overcome 
formidable foes like Nigeria 
and 'Tunisia, Cameroon' 
booked a passport to the Un- 
ited States next June without 
undue difficulty. 

In tire first round, the In- 
domitable Lions strode five 
goals past Swaziland in 
Yaunde, then achieved a not- 
able win in Zaire to reserve a 
second-round spot. 

Danish-based Alphonse 
Tchami twice as Cameroon 
overcame rejuvenated Guinea 
3-1 at home before losing 1-0 
to Zimbabwe. Their sole de- 
feat of the qualifying competi- 
tion. 


But the wounded Lions 
fought back to achieve a signi- 
ficant success in Guinea, de- 
spite having to play more than 
half the match with 10 men 
after defender Victor Ndip was 
sent off. 

Nigeria, for years tee nearly 
men of African football with 
just one continental title to 
their name, qualified for tee 
World Cup finals for tec first 
time with a 1-1 draw away to 
Algeria Friday. 

African coacheg Jjgve recent- 
ly expressed the view that it 
will not be long bafore one o f 
their nations wins tire world 
game’s senior competition. 

Following Nigeria’s world 
under-17 tide last month in an 
all-African final against 1991 
winners Ghana. Their coach 
Fanny Ikhayere Amim said: “I 
am convinced that African 
countries could win the senior 
World Cup by 2002.” 

Morocco were the first Afri- 
can nation to reach the World 
Cup finals in 1970 in Mexico. 


England to gamble for World 
Cup victory in Netherlands 


ROTTERDAM (R) — The 
stakes could not be higher 
when World Cup foes the 
Netherlands and England dadi 
in a crucial, winner-takes-all 
battle Wednesday. 

Defeat fur either side effec- 
tively slams the door to U.S. 
*94 firmly in their faces. But 
victory wfll virtually guarantee 
their entry into December’s 
draw m Las Vegas for next 
year's finals. 

England, never beaten in the 
Netherlands but without a win 
over the Dutch for 11 years, 
intend gambling on going for 
the victory that assures them of 
a place in the finals in the hope 
of at least being rewarded with 
a point.. 

While a draw leaves the door 
open* for both sides .-r- they- 
would still be level on points 
behind group two leaders Nor- 
way — it would suit F.ng)and 
more as their final game is 
against minnows San Marino 
and tee Dutch visit Poland. 

Even so, manager Graham 
Taylor refuses to play 'for a 
point m front of the sell-out 
48,000 crowd at tee Feyeaoord 
Stadium, saying it is not in 
England's nature and that they 
matt' phase victory. 

“The worst thing we can do 
is to go over to Holland and 
come back without a result and 
not look as if we went for it,” 
said Taylor. “Yon era easfiy lose 
by playing for a draw. .But if 
you play for a win sensibly, you 


might actually get a draw. 

“We are going to look for 
the result we are capable of 
getting that wfll take us a giant 
step forward to the U.S.,” be. 
said. “Our confidence is high.” 

Three of the last four meet- 
ings between the sides have 
ended in draws. But the 
Dutch, who came back from 
2-0 down to draw 2-2 in Lon- 
don in April, bold the not- 
insignificant boast of the last 
victory, in the 1988 European 
Championship. 

England midfielder David 
Platt considers Wednesday's 
game is their biggest since tee 
1990 World Cup semifinal de- 
feat- by Germany. 

‘This is a massive match. 
There’s such an enormous 
prize at the end of it,” be said^ 
“One of us is going tofreastep 
closer to the finals and one of 
us is going to be a step back — 
and looking for a miracle.” 

.The result may rest upon 
who is missing as much as who 
plays, with both teams 
weakened by injuries and sus- 
pensions. 

The Dutch have to make do 
without injured Marco Van 
Basten and international exile 
Rnud Gullit, while the English 
miss suspended midfielder 
Paul Gascoigne and injured 
forward Les Ferdinand. 

Jan Wooten, the tough and 
influential Bayern Munich 
midfield player, has a calf 
strain but expects to be fit, 
while England wait anxiously 


to see if minor injuries to strik- 
er Ian 'Wright and defenders 
Tony Adams and captain 
Stuart Pearce dear up. 

On tire bright side for Eng- 
land, Blackburn striker Alan 
Shearer is set to return for his 
first international since scoring 
against Turkey in November. 

He had scored twice !n six 
games for England before a 
serious knee ligament injury 
put him out of the game in 
January, but four goals in his 
four fuD games since ra m m i ng 
bodes well. 

The Dutch are slightly an- 
xious. about the game and 
Feyenoord trainer Willem Van 
Hanegem said: ‘Tm cautious 
and afro a bit worried because 
Holland haven’t achieved 
much in their last few outings... 

“If the' Dutch skids- techra- 
que lets them dmhi', ' then 
effort and attitude wfll be deci- 
sive. The English are physical- 
ly stronger and hairier on 
themselves.” 

Former Dutch goalkeeper 
Hans Van Breukelen, who 
won 73 caps and played for 
Nottingham Forest, says: “The 
pressure is on the Netherlands. 
We have to win. If we only 
draw Fjigiand will do what 
they have to do against San 
Marino and we will be out of 
the World Cup.” 



Ngd Bean throws a right-hand blow at oppo- 
nent Chris (left) ' dur i n g their ftij p i * . 


middlewdght tide fight id Old Trafford, in 
Mancheste r, fate Saturday night (AFP photo) 


WBC moves to defuse Benn row 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
World Boxing Council (WBC) 
has published the judges’ 
scorecards in an attempt to 
defuse the row over Saturday's, 
drawn' super-middleweight 
world title fight in Manchester. 

The figures emphasise how 
much bolder Nigel Bean’s low 
blows cost him in the fight 
against Chris Eubank. 

Benn dominated the second 
half of the fight, according to 
New Jersey Judge Carol Cas- 
tellano, who have him the last 
fix rounds. U.K. veteran Har- 
ry Gibbs made the same six 
rounds three each, while Cali- 
fornia's Chuck Hassett saw 
teem 4-2 against Eubank. 

WBC supervisor Ray daike 


said he derided to release the 
scoring derails "to view of the 
wide interest the contest and 
result have aroused.” This may 
have been an. understated re- 
ference to the vocal dissatisfac- 
tion of the Benn camp in' par- 
ticular, whose anger at the 
‘judgement day* draw has been 
simmering since Saturday. 

“I thought I won by three' 
rounds, even allowing for tire 
ded u cted point. I was ripped 
off. I was hard done by.” 


fumed Benn. 

Clarke criticised the sug- 
gested rule change co- 
promoter Don King, endorsed 
by Frank Warren, that judges’ 
cards should be made av ailab le 
for scrutiny after every round. 

“This was a very dose con- 
test and not easy to score. 
Many rounds could have gone 
either way,” said Clarke. “I 
am perfectly satisfied with the 
scoring of the judges and tire 
performance of tire re feree." 


. JOB OPRORTUfOTYL 

A leading international corporation requires the following: 
Mechanical/Electronics Engineer 
Candidate must posse the following qualifications: 

- University graduate. . _ , 

,-2-3 years working experience, preferably in industrial 

machines and sales. 

- Excellent command of English language 
‘ - Drivers licence and car. 

Technician: 

- Diploma or higher degree 

- Prior experience in industrial sewing machines 
-Good command of English 

- Drivers licence and car is a plus. . 

Please submit your resume to P.O.Box 927118, or 
cal! Tel. 684581/2 for appointments. 


Housekeeper Wanted' 

A diplomatic couple with 10 years old boy, need 
experienced live-in housekeeper. Extensive cook- 
ing experience is necessary. 

If interested, please call tel. No. 668191 
between 08:00 & 15:30. • 


FOR SALE OR RENT 

Aflat 163 square metres in area, consisting of 2 bedrooms, of which 
one is master bedroom, salon, sitting room, dining room, glassed-in' 
veranda, terrace, fufly-equipped kitchen, wall to waH carpet with 
garage and telephone. The buOding has a swimming pool and a 
sport dub. Location Mecca Street 

PtoMS can tsL: 883190. Ask for Abu Hadl. 


Famished Hat For Rent . 

First floor semi-villa, consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, 
dining room and an entrance with 3 bathrooms, and 
central heating, telephone, glassed-in balcony. Fully- 
fumished. Location: 7th Circle, Abdullah Ghosheh 
Street, building No. 100. Rent to be paid annually. 
Call tel.: 813933. 


PENTHOUSE IN ABDOUN 


Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, large fully equipped 
kitchen, inning room, lounge and sitting room, three 
balconies. The house is situated cm a five dunum 
land, independent central heating, telephone. Modern 
furniture. Location: Tla' All opposite university of 

Jordan. Q wner T e i : 834218/9. * • 



Bargain fair at American Community 
School, Friday Oct. 15 from 9 a.m. - 1 
p.m. 

Please call Kim at ACS 
to reserve a table at 813944. 


Call it chemistry !. 
w ear you r birth jtone. 

O^Ain 

JEWELLERS 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 



FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT, 

First floor of 220 sq.m, in a two-floor building located in the 
best residential area, between the 5th & 4th Circles, 147 
Zahran Street — Jabal Amman. 

Consists of: barge salon, dining room, 2 double bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, laundry room with fully automatic W.M., 3 
balconies, fully-equipped kitchen with refrigerator & deep- 

.Central heating, telephone, colour T.V., video and stereo. Car 
park available. 

If interested please call tel. 671508 



TeL: 

i i i 




Second floor with elevator, fully-furnished, 2 bed- 
rooms, 2 bathrooms, dining room & living room, 
beautiful terrace, fully-equipped kitchen, indepen- 
dent central heating, telephone, air-conditioning. 
Superb location, rent negotiable. 

If int e rested, kindly call: 828391 


The marketing division of a Jordanian Co. seeks 
female aged between 20 and 30 years, to fill a 
sales representative position. Applicants 
should have at least a highschool diploma and 
good command of English language. Past 
experience (in sales) is a plus. 

For further details call 681122 


IBM (Think Pad 700C) 

- 486 SLC/25 MHZ 
- 1 20 MB harddrive 
'- 4 MB RAM 

- DOS 6.0 pre-installed 

- Colour display 
-3.5" diskette drive. 

-Carrying case. 

Those who are Interested 
please call (693929) 


let: 675571 


CONCORD 1’ 

Oatsen Hovman — in 

ft 

m cmuiiu nsro 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15, &30, 


Sharihan in: 

The greatest musical film 

“Crystal” 

Shows at 1230, 3:00, 5:00, 6:30, 830, 10:30 


presents a play entitled: 

Al llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jatajet, 
Hassan Al Shaer,. Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day • 



The political comedy 


Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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Islamlsi elected to Yemen’s ruling body 

SANAA (AFP) — The Yemeni padiament elected a Muslim 
fundamentalist to die ruling presidential council for the first 
time on Monday. Sheikh Abdul Majid Zendani, a leader of die 
fundamentalist Al Islah party which finished second in the last 
general election, was elected to the five member council beaded | 
by President Ali Abdullah Saleh. Al Islah won 61 of the 300 
seats in April's elections, behind the 121 of the ruling General ! 
People's Congress (GPC) but ahead of the Yemeni Socialist ! 
Party (YSP), which took 45. Parliament reelected GPC Deputy I 
Genera] Secretary Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani, leader AH Salem I 
Al Baid and his deputy Salem Saleh Mohammad to the council. 
The Socialists governed South Yemen until May 1990 when the 
country united with North Yemen, which was ruled by the GPC. 
Under a power-sharing agreement the former presidential 
council comprised three. GPC and two YSP officials. The YSP bad 
insisted that it keep two members in the new council and Al 
Islah be granted only one seat. Monday's voting was unanimous. 

Saudi human rights activists released 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Saudi authorities have released a number 
of detained intellectuals connected to an Islamic human rights 
organisation, the London-based Liberty group said in a state- 
, ment received here Monday. The scholars, lawyers and universi- 
ty professors were linked to the Saudi Committee for the 
Defence of Legitimate Rights (CDLR), the British human rights 
organisation said. But it said the CDLR spokesman, Moham- 
mad Al Masari, arrested last May, “is still held in detention due 
to his refusal to pledge not to associate himself with any political 
activity. “It seems that this has been the condition required by 
the authorities in exchange for the release of the rest of the 
detainees." The Saudi authorities also wanted “to prevent an 
escalation in tension with academic circles before the new 
academic year starts," it said. The move aims at the same time 
at “improving the image of the kingdom. abroad following the 
serious deterioration in the record of human rights in the past 
few years," it added. Liberty did not say bow many people were 
freed or give their identities. The organisation has reported the 
arrest of some SO members and sympathisers of the CDLR 
during the past few months. CDLR, created* on May 3, 1993, 
was immediately banned by dm authorities. Political parties are 
illegal in Saudi Arabia. The Liberty group statement follows an 
Amnesty International report published on Sept. 12, that said 
the persecution of minority religious groups, especially Shiites 
and Christians, had considerably risen m Saudi Arabia since die 
1991 Gulf war with Iraq. 

Iranian official due In Baghdad Saturday 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Javad Zarif is scheduled to visit Baghdad Saturday for 
high-level talks with Iraqi officials. Iranian newspapers reported 
Monday. Mr. Zarif, who will be foe first Iranian official to visit 
Iraq since the 1991' Gulf war. is to discnss bilateral ties and 
exchange views on regional and international problems. The 
plan for the deputy-minister’s visit was announced last week 
following a meeting between Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati and his Iraqi counterpart Mohammad Said Al 
Sahaf on the sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly in New 
York. The head of foe Iranian parliament’s Defence Commit- 
tee, Ahmad Salek, said Friday that Mr. Velayati was also 
scheduled to visit Iraq to discuss the ceasefire signed between 
the two countries after their 1980-1988 war. The foreign 
minister’s visit to Baghdad, however, has not been officially 
confirmed. 

Afghan elections await approval 

KABUL (AFP) — The mechanism for Afghanistan's first 
general election has been formulated by a special commission 
and now awaits approval by a high council which mil indude the 
major factional leaders, an offidal said Monday. “We 
announced the completion of our work last night and now the 
leaders should convene a meeting to approve our formula for 
foe elections," said Mania vi Mohammad Qasem, chairman of 
the nine -member election commission. As foe high council, 
which should comprise between 30 and 60 members has not yet 
been inaugurated, it has been agreed that the factional leaders 
themselves should assume the responsibility for foe council's 
decisions. But, of foe nine main faction leaders, only five are 
currently residing in Afghanistan. “We have sent letters to foe 
leaders' headquarters advising them that the high council should 
meet to approve foe election formula " said Mr. Qasem. 

Rebels kill demobilised soldiers In Turkey 

DIYARB AKIR, Turkey (R) — Kurdish rebels ambushed a bus 
carrying a group of demobilised servicemen in southeast 
Turkey, killing at least five of them, security officials said 
Monday. A further 23 demobilised soldiers were wounded when 
guerrillas of the separatist Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) raked 
foe bus with automatic weapons fire near the town of Adakli in 
Bingol province on Sunday, they added. The men were* 
returning home after having completed their military services. 
Turkish security forces continued operations in southeast 
Turkey and northern Iraq. Backed by warplanes and helicopter 
gunships, some 2,000 Turkish army commandos were sweeping 
a wide area in northern Iraq south of Hakkari province to flush 
PKK militants from mountain hideouts, the officials said. The 
PKK use bases in the area to cany out cross border attacks on 
Turkish military, government and civilian targets. It was the 
biggest military operation by Turkey in northern Iraq since 
October last year when it sent in 20,000 soldiers to destroy PKK 
mountain camps. 

Egypt plans office in South Africa 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt will open a representative office in South 
Africa as a first step towards full diplomatic relations, its foreign 
ministry said Monday. The statement did not say when Egypt, 
currently chairman of foe Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU), would open its office. It said Egypt would start lull 
diplomatic relations with South Africa after an April 1994 
general election to move the country towards a non-rad al 
democracy. “Egypt aims through these constructive relations to 
stress its encouragement to the democratic change. Egypt will 
continue to monitor foe developments in South Africa closely to 
achieve foe objective which the South Africans have fought for 
— a democratic non-racist state,” the statement said. Like many 
countries, Egypt refused to have ties with South Africa because 
of its policy of apartheid racial segregation. 

Khartoum, rebel faction hold peace talks 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A Sudanese government delegation 
and a team from a breakaway faction of the rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) recently held talks in Bentiu 
in South Sudan’s Upper Nile state, state-run television reported. 
The government side was led by the rapporteur of the peace 
committee in the Transitional National Assembly, Mousa 
Sidahmad, while the SPLA-United faction delegation was 
headed by Jastinc Atem. The television late Sunday showed 
pictures of Mr. Sidahmad speaking at a gathering at Bentiu after 
emerging from the meeting. Mr. Sidahmad described as 
“successful” his meeting with Mr. Atem which he said had 
discussed all peace issues that have been on foe agenda-in the 
fourth round of peace talks. The two sides agreed on the need 
for maintaining peace and stability in the Bentiu area and cm 
leaving the door open to dialogue both inside Sudan and 
abroad. Mr. Sidahmadadded that they also agreed that the sole 
option for resolving the south Sudan question was a peaceful 
settlement. The SPLA-United has broken away from the 
mainstream SPLA of Colonel John Garang, which has been 
fighting since 1983 for an end to domination of mainly Christian 
and ammist south Sudan by foe Islamic north. This meeting was 
not announced in advance nor was it covered by foe local media, 
except for foe report carried by foe televirion which did not say 
exactly when it took place. 


Combined agency dispatches 

PEKING — China wants to 
play a role in foe Middle East, 
but it will be a “quite limited” 
one. Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin was told here Monday in 
the first visit to Peking by 
an Israeli premier. 

Mr. Rabin told Chinese 
Prime Minister Li Peng that 
Israel “would be happy to see 
China more involved" in foe 
Middle East peace process, an 
Israeli diplomat said. 

Mr. Li replied: “China's role 
is quite limited but we are 
willing to play our role." 

The two leaders agreed that 
last month's accord between 
Israel and foe Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) on 
Palestinian self-rule was a 
“very sound beginning and 
actually a breakthrough in the 
Middle East peace process,” 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Wu Jianmin told journalists. 

“The question of Palestine 
constitutes the crux of the Mid- 
dle East issue. The break- 
through with regard to foe 
question of Palestine will cer- 
tainly inject vitality into foe 
Middle East peace talks,” Mr. 
Wu quoted Mr. Li as telling 
Mir. Rabin, who arrived Sun- 
day. 

‘However, it may be inevit- 
able to run into - difficulties or 
obstacles in the course of im- 
plementing the accords,” Mr. 
Li said, urging both rides to 







Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin Monday 
walks past a guard dressed in Ming dynasty 

“treasure the current oppor- out the “Isis 
(unity and continue to take a ists' threat 
flexible and realistic attitude.” Propper said 


warrior outfit 
section of the 


Israeli embassy press attache 
Eyal Propper said foe first 
talks between Mr. Rabin and 
Mr. Li did not broach foe sale 
of Chinese arms and suspected 
nudear reactor material to foe 
Middle East, to such countries 

as Syria, Iran and Iraq. 

But Mr. Rabin made it dear 
that Israel was concerned ab- 


out the “Islamic fundamental- 
ists' threat to Israel," Mr. 
Propper said. 

The meeting, the first since 
China established diplomatic 
ties with Israel in January 
1992, followed a red carpet 
welcoming ceremony featuring 
a 19-gun military salute and 
renditions of foe two country’s 
national anthems by a 60-piece 
military band in foe drizzle 
outride the Great Hall of foe 
People. 


daring a tour at the Badattng 
Great Wall (AFP photo) 

The two leaders signed an 
aviation accord, agreed to set 
up reciprocal consulates and 
called for broader trade and 
other exchanges, according to 
officials from both countries. 

“Prime Minister Rabin* did 
express hopes that China 
would continue to play its role 
in the Mideast peace process,” 
Mr. Wu said. “Premier Li 
Peng said that China's role is 
quite limited but we are ready 
to play our role.” 


Despite crises, Jordan posts highest 
growth among ESCWA countries 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan achieved 
foe highest annual economic 
growth in 1992, among the 13 
member countries of foe Eco- 
nomic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia 
(ESCWA), despite the se- 
vere repercussions of foe 
Gulf crisis on foe Kingdom, 
an ESCWA stndy said Mon- 
day. 

The study, released at a 
meeting of foe U.N. agency's 
Technical Committee which 
opened in Amman (see page 
3), said, however, that foe 
growth was expected to de- 
cline in 1993 and depended 
largely on a combination of 
factors and Jordan's ability to 
find alternate markets for ex- 
ports and sources for aid. 

Jordan is also adversely 
affected by a switch in the 
regional trend in employment 
after the 1990-91 Gulf crisis, 
it said. 

“The unemployment prob- 
lem has been aggravated by 
the loss of employment 
opportunities in foe Gulf and 
by recruitment policies that 
generally favour labour from 
outside the region and discri- 
minate against nationals of 
some member countries, a 
practice which emerged in 
the wake of the Gulf crisis,” 
said the report in a summary 
of the regional situation. 

The report said a boom in 
construction activity was the 
main factor behind the eight 


per cent growth in real terms 
achieved by Jordan in 1992. 

Severely hit by foe Gulf 
crisis ana war, the country 
has managed to significantly 
reduce foe severe consequ- 
ences of foe crisis reflected in 
the return of more than a 
quarter of a million Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians from 
Kuwait and the disruption of 
trade and economic relations 
with the (Gulf Cooperation 
Council - GCC) countries 
and Itaqv foe latter being its 
principal source of foreign 
exchange (remittances, earn- 
ings from exports, soft loans 
and grants),” noted the 140- 
page report. 

The report, which re-, 
viewed the economic condi- 
tions and performance of the 
ESCWA member states, 
which include the oil- 
producing Gulf states, in 
1992, noted that the Jorda- 
nian performance was “high- 
ly significant, given foe pre- 
sumed high vulnerability of 
foe Jordanian economy to 
external influences and 
shocks.” 

The report, which attri- 
buted foe “robust upswing" 
of the Jordanian economy to 
the “boom in the construc- 
tion sector,” noted that ex- 
patriate savings were the 
main component that helped 
the Kingdom improve its eco- 
nomy. 

It estimated that the con- 
struction sector had grown by 
15 per cent and the manufac- 
turing sector, boosted by new 


investments, grew by 14 per 
cent. 

The agriculture sector also 
improved and is expected to 
register a 10 per cent increase 
m output this year, it said. 

“Progress in implementing 
economic reform measures 
has enabled Jordan to scale 
down its internal and external 
imbalances considerably, en- 
hancing in foe process its 
international credit standing,, 
which in turn produced posi- 
tive effects on external debt 
and inflation,” added die re- 
• port. 

Jordan’s fiscal budget is 
also showing signs of good 
performance as reflected in 
.foe projections for 1993, it 
said. Budget deficit has been 
brought down to eight per 
cent of the moss domestic 
product (GDP) compared to 
28 per cent in 1988, and for 
the first time, domestic re- 
venues will be adequate to 
cover government consump- 
tion expenditures and over 40 
per cent of its investment 
outlays, it noted. 

It also pointed out that 
Jordan had managed to bring 
down the ratio of foreign 
debts to moss national pro- 
duct (GNP) to 150 per cent 
from 220 per cent. 

Although Jordan reg- 
istered a 6.5 per cent increase 
in its exports despite the clo- 
sure of the Iraqi market as a 
result of foe international 
sanctions imposed against 
that country, the Kingdom 
faces a long way ahead in 


Pope, Crown Prince hold talks I Clashes erupt 


(Continued from page 1) 


The British minister voiced 
his country's understanding of 
the role and the economic and 
social responsibilities shoul- 
dered by Jordan with regard to 
Palestinian refugees. 

Mr. Hurd said the United 
Kingdom was keen on support- 
ing foe Jordanian economy and 
supported a recent call by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton for re- 
ducing Jordan’s foreign debt. 

Discussion at the meeting 
covered the implementation of 
development projects in the 
region as envisaged by the 


donors' conference held in 
Washington on Oct. 1. 

Prince Hassan and foe Brit- 
ish minister agreed that Jor- 
dan's economy was badly 
affected as a result of the con- 
tinued siege imposed on the 
port of Aqaba in foe course of 
enforcing the U.N. embargo 
on Iraq. 

Prince Hassan and Mr. Hurd 
reaffirmed the need to have 
comprehensive peace and 
urged all concerned parties to 
work towards the achievement 
of peace based on U.N. resolu- 
tions. 


(Continued from page 1) 

abroad about foe Israel-PLO 
peace accord signed on Sept. 
13, added the only way to 
guarantee religious freedom in 
the city was under Israeli 
sovereignty. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas has called 
for a strike across the occupied 
territories Wednesday to pro- 
test against the start of Palesti- 
nian autonomy the same day. 

“October 13 will be a gener- 
al strike,” Hamas announced 
in slogans painted on foe walls 
of Gaza City. 


B£ Beilin in Tunis to meet Arafat 


(Continued from page 1) 
message from Mr. Arafat ab- 
out foe negotiations. 

Israeli Ambassador to Egypt 
David Sultan confirmed that 
Mr. Peres would lead the 
Israeli side at foe talks which 
begin foe day the peace accord 
goes into effect. 

Mr. Kamal said the meeting 
would only last one day and 
would draw up a timetable for 
foe committee's work m foe 
run up to Dec. 13, deadline for 
signing foe formal agreement 
on the' Israeli withdrawal from 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

Another Israeli-Palestinian 
committee meets Wednesday 
in the Egyptian Red Sea resort 
of Tabs to discuss security 
arrangements for the with- 


drawal. 

These delegations will be led 
by Israel’s deputy Chief of 
Staff General Amnon Shahak 
and Mr. Arafat's main political 
advisor Nabil Shaath. 

Mr. Peres told parliament 
Israel had its own refugee 
issues to raise at the talks and 
they would not focus only on 
Palestinian refugees. 

“Refugees and demands of 
refugees, both sides have, not 
just one side, and the demands 
of both sides must be consi- 
dered seriously and compre- 
hensively,*' Mr. Peres said. 

He was alluding to hundreds 
of thousands of Jews who mi- 
grated to Israel from Arab 
states. It was not clear what 
Israel's demands would be. 


Israeli and PLO officials 
have held talks over the past 
two weeks in Paris, New York 
and Washington to prepare foe 
committees, according to the 
director general of the Israeli 
foreign ministry, Uri Savir. 

“Over the last two weeks 
there has been a series of 
contacts in Paris, New York 
and Washington to prepare for 
the work of the autonomy 
committees,” Mr. Savir told 
Israel Radio. 

“They were technical meet- 
ings in which we want to check 
if the PLO had made prepara- 
tion for the start of the negotia- 
tions,” said Mr. Savir, who 1 
played a key role in the clan- 
destine talks in Oslo. 


bringing about a better ba- 
lance in impoitsand exports. 

The report predicted a 
slower but satisfactory econo- 
mic growth in Jordan in 1993. 
“Actual performance will 
largely depend on success in 
attracting additional invest- 
ment (foreign and domestic), 
ability to find alternate 
sources of aid and export 
outlets..." it said. Senior offi- 
cials have said that foe 1993 
growth was expected to be six 
per cent 

Another factor mentioned 
in the report was the high 
unemployment rate in Jordan 
and foe diminished chances 
of a return of a large number 
of Jordanian workers to the 
Gulf. 

“Migrant workers who had 
been forced to leave foe GCC 
countries as a consequence of 
the Gulf crisis and war and 
who cannot return are mostly 
Arabs: Yemenis, Jordanians, 
Palestinians and Sudanese,” 
said foe report. “The current 
state of inter-Arab political 
relations does not indicate 
that the trend is likely to be 
reversed soon.” 

It estimated that Jordan 
lost at least $547 million in 
revenues from port and cargo- 
handling as well as transport 
charges since the imposition 
of foe United Nations sanc- 
tions against Iraq in August' 
1990, noting that the tonnage 
passing through Aqaba fell 
from 5,667 million tonnes in 
1989 to 1.927 million tonnes 
in 1992. 

Oakley meets 
clan leader 

(Continued from page 1) 

OSOM have been oversha- 
dowed since June by battles 
between U.S.-led forces and 
Gen. Ai deed's militia, which 
have left more than 60 U.N. 
soldiers dead and scores 
wounded, while hundreds of 
Somalis have been killed and 
injured. 

The return to Mogadishu of 
Mr. Oakley, who had initially 
been sent to Somalia by former 
U.S. President George Bush, 
reflects a policy change on foe 
part of the Clinton administra- 
tion, which has come under 
strong domestic and foreign 
pressure both to cut U.S. los- 
ses and end foe fighting. 

An AFP correspondent on 
Monday saw Mr. Oakley 
driven in a two- vehicle convoy 
to foe heliport inside the U.N. 
headquarters in the former 
U.S. embassy compound, 
where he was picked up by a 
Black Hawk helicopter of the 
U.S. Quick Reaction Force. . 

Informed sources said the 
U.S. official was to go to 
northern' Mogadishu to meet 
Gen. Aideed's foe Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad, whose faction is 
among 12 that have proved 
willing to disarm and coopera- 
tion with U.N.-sponsored poli- 
tical efforts. 

The Somali capital was calm 
on foe military front apart 
from a show of strength by 
newly arrived American AC- 
130 gunships. 


Mr. Rabin’s five-day stay 
comes less than one month 
after PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat's visit fast on the beds 
of his signing foe pact with Mr. 
Rabin. 

Diplomats are looking for 
signs that China lines up with 
Arab states that back the PLO 
deal. 

Mr. Rabin, who doubles as 
defence minister, is scheduled 
to meet Chinese Defence 
Minister Chi Haotian, under- 
scoring persistent rumours of 
secret Israeli arms sales. 

Mr. Wu said Peking’s arms 
exports to Middle East coun- 
tries hostile to Israel were not 
discussed in foe morning talks 
and no Chinese military or. 
security officials were present. 

Mr. Wu defended China's 
“principled” arms exports, 
saying sales were allowed only 
for purchasing countries’ self- 
defence and must contribute to 
regional stability. 

Mr. Li accepted Mr. Rabin’s 
invitation to visit Israel but foe 
spokesman gave no details. 

Mr. Wu said' he could not 
comment on reports that China 
would complement its Tel Aviv 
embassy with a consulate in 
occupied Jerusalem. Israel is 
expected to open a consulate in 
.Shanghai. 

Israel industrialists accom- 
panying Mr. Rabin are ex- 
pected to conclude an agree- 
ment for a potash plant in 
China costing more than $400 
million, the China daily said. 

Algeria 
executes 3 
Islamist 
activists; 
dam project 
attacked 

ALGIERS (AFP) — The 
Algerian security services on 
Monday executed 13 Muslim 
fundamentalists convicted of 
extremist attacks by special 
courts here and in Constantine 
and Oran, foe Justice Ministry 
| said. 

Six others also sentenced to 
face foe firing squads were 
given a presidential pardon, 
foe statement said, without 
giving further details. 

The executions came a day 
after an armed Islamic extrem- 
ist gang murdered a professor 
of medicine, Djillali Belkhen- 
chir, 52, in his consulting room 
at an Algiers hospital, accord- 
ing to officials. 

Suspected fundamentalists 
have Jailed 13 Algerian intel- 
lectuals in attacks since last 
March. 

Algerian security services 
meanwhile said Monday that 
an armed group has destroyed 
the property of the Yugoslav 
dam construction firm Hyd- 
roelectra at Ouzra in the 
Medea region west of here. 

The group Sunday set ablaze 
a trailer serving as site offices 
and eight other vehicles be- 
longing to foe firm, officials 
declared. 

The arson operation was foe 
first direct on foreign interests 
in Algeria in a series of crimin- 
al fires attributed to armed 
Muslim fundamentalists bands 
who have targetted state- 
owned and private local com- 
panies. 

Security services said arson- 
ists also destroyed data proces- 
sing equipment, furniture, a 
typewriter and archives at a 
branch of a state-run insurance , 
firm at Oued Al Alleug in foe 1 
Blida region south of Algiers. I 

Attacking economic targets 
is a recent development in the 
strategy of armed groups that 
have been waging war on foe 
state and the security forces 
since foe cancellation in Janu- 
ary 1992 of a general election 
the now-outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) was 
poised to win. 

A first series of executions of 
people convicted by foe special 
courts took place on Aug. 31, 
when seven people were shot 
on conviction of taking part in 
a bomb attack on Algiers inter- 
national airport which killed 
nine people and injured 123 on 
Aug. 6 last year. 

Six other people condemned 
by military courts, including 
two serving army non- 
commissioned officers, were 
exe c uted in May. 

Since special courts were in- 
stituted last February as part of 
measures to crack down on 
suspected fundamentalists, 
they have sentenced 295 peo- 
ple to death — 192 in Algiers, 
64 at Oran in foe west and 39 in 
the eastern town of Constan- 
tine. 

More than half of them, on 
foe run, were convicted and 
sentenced in their absence. Be- 
fore foe creation of the special 
courts, martial court and cri- 
mmal courts sentenced 45 peo- 
ple to death. 
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Churchill archives 
could be sold : : t'-'- ■/' 

to US.- report y 

LONDON (AFP) — The per- 
sonal archives of Wnutoa 

Churcfafll could Ire sold the 1 

United States but talkr aie ' ^ 0 * 
underway to keep the 
thousands of letters and does- OpC?* 
meats in Britain, a newspaper. 3 ‘ ■ -tp; 
reported. The Observer *ffl**' 
quoted members of the Chiu- 1 r - • 
drill family as saying that foe ‘ : . 

Chartwell Trust, winch owns' . 

foe papers, was holding. talks j. - 
with the National Heritage 1 
Museum Fund on ways to keep , - ' 

foe archives in Britain. Money '• * 
from any sale would gp to the t ' : 

family as well as to maintain V 
foe delapidated Churchill 
cemetery at Blaydon near >. r* 4 
Blenheim Palace in Oxforshire ^ * 

where the British wartime 
prime minister was born in ' 

1874 The newspaper said the 
family “was concious 'that 
American universities would 
bid many millions for the am- ., v . 
hives” and that the trustees > ... - 
had a legal duty to ensure a '.I 
good deal. The papers are kept i 
in Churchill Coltege. Cam- . 
bridge, and include 30,000 .. 

literary documents that could > ..., 
be worth £5 million ($7.5 nul- r .. 
lion), the paper said. Reacting -s' 
to foe report a Conservative 
MP said it would be “a nation- 
al tragedy” if the documents 
left foe country while a spokes- 
man for the National Heritage • 

Ministry said “the government i ' 
wants to see the archives re- 
main in the country." - r - 

Prince Philip !: • 

plays the soccer ;5pil,s 

pools : - 

LONDON (R) — Prince Phffip .% 
joins millions of fellow Britons '• 
in trying to make a king-sized L' ; .- 
.fortune — by picking the win- i _ 
tiers in the weekly soccer ' T; 
pools. British tabloid newspap- ! -I- 
ers reported Monday. The pap-_ - ” ; - 
ers said royal watcher Andrew I . .1 
Morton, author of a devastat- 
ing book on Princess Diarn^ 
was about to blow the tid on 
Prince Philip and pennyrpsn- L 
ching royals in a 

series. “Prince Philip — wjip' "L 

draws a personal allowance of , 
£359,000 ($547,000) a -yak 
from the dvil list — fills in bis ZZ.~ 
(soccer betting) coupdn every ^\‘ 
week just like millions of other- fl*. 
punters," Today newspaper • 

said of foe latest Mortonre- 
- velations. The pools carry a £2 '* : 

million. ($3.05 million) jackpot- -■ : ' 

Prince Philip, husband of Swan’s 
Queen Elizabeth, has pre- 
seated the F. A. Cup at '^2*0 
Wembley many times but has _ 
never said which soccer team ' 
he supports. The Sun said Mr. - T_~’ 
Morton would reveal other 
goings-on in foe royal house: v 

hold, including saving left-over : ; — : 
kippers (smoked herrings)- ?. : -V : - 
from breakfast to be offered to • 

guests at dinner. ;r“ 

Venezuelan sets : ^ : - 
Everest record ; 

LONDON (R) — Ramon .^>-1,..'; 
Blanco, a 60-year-old Vene-“ 
zuelan. violin maker, has be- i. : ri r. _’ 
come the oldest climber to v , V- 
reach the summit of 29,028-- : ; ' 

foot (8,848 metres) Mocnjr 
Everest, expedition organises 
said. “Blanco and four others ™St 3 jg 
reached the summit on Oct. 7, ihibUL , ‘ 
but we’ve only just received *S 

foe news,” Steve Berry, a 
director of the Bristol-based r .• 
agency -Himalayan Kingdoms, v^ r * - 
told Renters. The previous re- ^ 
cord was set in 1985.by Ame^ 
ican Dick Bass, who was 55 af 
foe time. The age of Everest '.r-'- ^ 

summiteers normally varies '• ; . 
from foe mid-30s to early 40s.' /bi* .' 
Included in foe summit party : ' 
was Ginette Harrison, a doc-. 1 . 
tor, who became the second '5:^' : ‘ 
Bntish woman to reach -foe 
highest point on Earth, jauft ,*.- '^ - 
nalist Rebecca Stephens com- '_ - ; 
pleted foe climb in May. The ^ 
agency's clients paid S32jO0Oi . 
not including air fares, to 
attempt to Climb Everest, O . 
which was first scaled in 1953 x > ' • • 
by Sir Edmund Hillary and 
Sberpa Tensing Norgay. Jfima* k. 
jayan Kingdoms plans to take 
its second party to Everest next iisl, 
summer. ■ 

Altman lo film v 
fashion V. : ‘> 

‘ ■ - ti. 

PARIS (AFP)- US. director Refed . 1 , 

Altman, who took the lid of V / '•< 
Hollywood with. The Player, is 
jjnitog. to the world of fashion „. 

for his next movie, he- '-u.'- 3 ?-. . 
announced on Sunday after '*■ ^ z ■ 
Sonia RykjeTs show. The fihn,‘ 
to be caUcd “Pret-A-Porter” V; V.; 
(Ready-To-Wear) will start . 
shooting in Paris in March, 
dorag next season’s winter Vf; V 
collections, and will take inost />' ■' * ^ 
of foe summer. Altman said 
■ foe project had been inspired z 

by Ins first visit to a Rykiel 1 V s V- ' 
.show 10 years ago. .. '*'>*/ 









